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C H A P. L 

IT hath been long (my dear countrymen) the 
fubjed: of my concern and furprife, that 
whereas numberlefs poets, critics, and otators have 
compiled and digefted the art of ancient poefy, 
there hath not rifen among us one perfon fo pub- 
lick-fpirited, as to perform the like for the modern. 
Although it is univ^rfally known, ^hat our every- 
way induftrious moderns, both in the weight of 
their writings, and in the velocity of their judg'- 
;pients, do fo infinitely excel the faid ^ncients. 

Neverthelefs, too true it is, that while a plain 
and direct road is paved to their uij/o^, or fublime ; 
no track has been yet chalked out to arrive at our 
fiolGog^ or profunda The Latins, as they came be- 
tween the greeks and us, make ufe of the word al" 
titudo^ which implies equally heighthand depth. 
Wherefore confidering with no fmall griqf, how 
jntiny promifing geniufes of this age are wander-^ 
ing (as I may fay) in the dark without a guide, t 
have undertaken this arduous, but neceffary XsSky 
%0 lead them as it were by the hand, -end ftep hf 

B « ftep* 
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ftep, the gentle down-hill way to the bathos ; th 
pottoin, the end, the central point, the tion plu 
ultra^ of true modern poefy !' 

When I confider (my dear countrymen) the ex 
ttnt, fertility, and populoufnefs of our lowlands c 
Parnaflus, the flourifhing ftate of our trade, an< 
the plenty of our manufacture ; there are two re 
fledions, which adminifter great occaiion of fur 
prife; the one, that all dignities and honour 
ihould be beftowed upon the exceeding few meagre 
inhabitants of the top of the mountain ; the other 
that our own nation fhould have arrived, to th^ 
pitch of greatnefs it now pofTefles, without any re 
gular fyftem of laws. As to the firft, it is witl 
great pleafure I have pbferved of late the gradua 
decay of delicacy and refinement among niankind 
who are become too reafonable to require, that v^i 
ihould labour with infinite pains to come up toth^ 
tafte of thefc mountaineers, when they without 
any may condefcend to oiirs. But as we have now 
an unqueftionable majority on our fide, I doubt 
not, but we fliall fliortly be able to level the high- 
landers, and procure a farther vent for our own 
produdtji which is already fo much relifhed; en- 
couraged, and rewarded by the nobility and gentry 
of Great Britain. 

Therefore to fupply our former defeat, I purpofe 
to colle;3: the fcattered rules of our art, into Regular 
. infl^itutes from tHe example and pra^ice of the degp 
^eniufes of our nation ; imitating herein my pre-i 
deceflbrs, the mafl:er of Alexander, and the fecre- 
\WJ pf the jf-enowned Zenob^a : and in this my un- 
dertaking 
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dertaking I am the more animated, as I expedl 
more fuccefs than has attended even thofe great cri- 
tics ; fmce their laws, though they might be good, 
have ever been flackly executed ; and their precepts, 
however ftrid:, obeyed only by fits, and by a very 
' iinall number. 

^ At the fame time I intend to do juftice upon our 
\ neighbours, inhabitants of the upper Parnaffus ; 
f who, taking advantage of the rifmg ground, are 
perpetually throwing down rubbiih, dirt, and flones 
upon us, never fuffering us to live in peace. Thefe 
men, while they enjoy the cryftal ftream of heli- 
con, envy us our common water, which (thank 
our ftars) though it is fomewhat muddy, flow^s in 
much greater abundance. Nor is this the greateft 
injuftice, that we have to complain of: for, though 
it is evident that we never made the leaft attempt 
or inrode into their territories, but lived contented 
in* our native fens ; they have often, not only com- 
itted petty larcenies upon our borders, but driven 
e country, and carried off at once whole cart- 
bads of our manufadure ;' to reclaim fome of 
hich ftolen goods is part of the defign of this 
eatife. 

For we fhall fee in the courfe of this work, that 
ur greateft adverfaries have fometimes defjciided 
iOwards us; and doubtlefs might now ani th^a 
ave arrived at the bathos itfelf, had it not been 
for that mitlaken opinion they all entertained, that 
e rules of the ancients were equally neceflary to 
e moderns; than which there cannot be a mjre 

B 3 grievous 
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grievous error, as will be amply proved in the fol-^ 
lowing difcourfe. 

And indeed when any of thefe have gone fo far, 
'as by the light of their own genius to attempt new 
models, it is wonderful to obferve, how nearly 
they have approached us in thofe particular pieces ; 
though in their others they differed toto ccdo from 
us* 



CHAP. IL 

^hat the bathos y or profunda is the natural tafte of man, 
and in particular of the prefent age. 

THE tafte of the bathos is implanted by nature 
itfelf in the foul of man ; till perverted by 
Cuftom or example, he is taught, or rather com- 
pelled to relifh the fublime. Accordingly, we fee 
the unprejudiced minds of children delight only iiv. 
fuch productions, and in fuch images, as our true 
modern writers fet before them. I have obferved, 
how faft the general tafte is returning to this firft 
fimplicity and, innocence ; and if the intent of all 
poetry be to divert and inftrud, certainly that kind^ 
which diverts and inftrud^ the greateft number, is 
to be preferred. Let us look round among the ad- 
mirers of poetry ; we fhallr find thofe^ who have a 
tafte of the fublime, to be very few ; but the pro-j 
fund ftrikes univerfally^ and is adapted to every! 
capacity. It is a fruitlefs undertaking to write for 
men of a nice and foppiih gufto, whom after all it 
is almoft impoflible to pleafe j and it is ftill more 

Gbimerical 
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thimerical to write for pbfterityj of wliofe tafte we 
cannot make' any judgment, and whofe applaufe 
we can never enjoy* It mtift be confeffed, our 
wifer authors have a prefent end^ 

Et prodefle volunt, et deleftare poeta?. 

Their true defigrl is profit of gain ; in order t5 atf* 
quire which, it is rii^ceflary Co pi'ocure applaufe by^ 
iadminiftring pleafiire to the reader : from wherite 
it follows demonftrably, that their pfodudliohs muft 
be fuited to the prefent faflfe; And I cannot but 
congratulate our age oft this pecuhar felicity^ that 
though we have made indeed great progrefs in dl 
other branches of luxury, we are not yet debauched 
with any high relifh in poetry, but are in this one 
tafte lefs nice than oiir anceftors. If an art is" to 
be eftimated by its fuccefs, I appeal to experience, 
whether there have not been, in proportion to 
their number^ as mimy ftarving good poets^ as bad 
ones? 

Neverthelefs, in making gdn the principal end 
of our art, far be it from me to exclude any great 
genlufes of rank or fortune fronl diverting them- 
felves this way. They oiight to be praifed no leis 
than thofe princes j who pafs their vacant hours* in 
feme ingenious mechanical Or manual art. And to 
ftich as thefe, it would be ingratitude not to own, 
that our art has been oftfen infinitely indebted. 
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C H A P. 111. 

The necej/ity of the bathos pbyfically ionfidered. 

FARTHERMORE, it were great cruelty and 
injuftice, if all fuch authors as cannot write 
in the other way, were prohibited from writing^jgrt 
all. Againft this I draw an argument from what 
feems to me an undoubted phyfical maxim ; that* 
poetry is a natural or morbid fecretion from the 
brain. As I would not fuddenly flop a cold in the 
head, ,or dry up my neighbour's iflue, I would as 
little hinder him from neceflary writings It may j 
be affirmed with great truth, that there is hardly 
any human creature paft childhood, but at one time 
or other has had fome poetical evacuation, and, no 
queftion, was much the better for it in his health . 
fo true is the faying, nafcimur poeta. Therefore is 
the defire of writing properly termed pruritus^ the 
" titillation of the generative faculty of the brain,' 
and the perfon is faid to conceive : now, fuch as 
conceive, muft bring forth. I have known a man 
thoughtful, melancholy, and raving for divers 
days, who forthwith grew wonderfully eafy, light- 
fome, and cheerful, upon a difcharg^ of the pec- 
cant humour in exceeding purulent metre. Nor 
Can I queftion, but abundance of untimely deaths 
are occafioned for want of this laudable vent of un- 
ruly pafFions: yea, perhaps, in poor wretches 
(which is very lamentable) for meer want of pen, 
ink, and paper ! From hence it follows, that a fup« 
/: * : ^ . preffio 
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preflion of the very worft poetry is of dangerous 
confequence to the ftate. We find by experience^ 
that the fame*fnimours which vent themfelves in 
fummer in ballads and fonnets, are conderifed hy 
the winter's cold into pamphlets and fpeeches for 
and againft the miniftry: nay, I know hot, but 
many times a piece of poetry may be the moft in- 
:nocent compofition of a minifter himfelf. 
* " It is therefore manifeft, that mediocrity ought to 
be allowed, yea indulged, to the good fubjedls of 
England. Nor can I coiiceive how the world has 
fwallowed the contrary as a maxim, upoji the finglc 
authority of * Horace. Why fhould the goldea 
mean, and quintefTence of all virtues, be deemed 
fo ofFenfive in this art ? or coolnefs or nlediocrity 
be fo amiable a quality in a man, and fo deteftable 
in a poet ? 

However, far be it from me to compare thefe 
writers with thofe great fpirits, who are born with 
a vtvacit^ de pefanteur^ or (as an Englifh author 
calls it) an " alacrity of finking f ;'' and who by 
ftrcngth of nature alone can excel. All I mean, is, 
to evince the neceflity of rules to thefe lefler ge- 
niufes, as well as the ufefulnefs of them to the 
greater. 



Mediocribus efTe poeiis 



Non dii, non homirres, &c.— — HoR, 

t Spoken by FalftaiFof himfelf in Shakefpear's Merry Wives of 
Windfor. 
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CHAP. IV./ 

' fkft there is an art of the bathos, or profund. 

WE come now to prove, that there is an art of 
finking in poetry* Is there not an archi- 
tedhire of vaults and cellars, as well as of lofty- 
domes and pyramids ? Is there not as much fkill 
and labour in making ditches, as in raifmg mounts? 
Is there not an art of diving as well as of flying ? 
and will any fober practitioner aflSrm, that a diving 
engine is not of fingular ufe in making him long- 
winded, aflifting his defcent, and furnifhing him 
with more ingenious means of keeping under 
Water ? 

If we fearch the authors of antiquity, we fhall 
find as few to have been diftinguifhed in the true 
profund, as in the true fublime. And the very 
fame thing (as it appears from Longinus) had been 
imagined of that, as. now of this ; namely, that it 
was entirely the gift of nature. I grantj that to 
excel in the bathos a genius is requifite ; yet the 
rules of art muft be allowed fo far ufeful, as to add 
weight, or as I may fay, hang on lead to facilitate 
ftnd enforce our defcent, to guide us to the moft 
advantageous declivities, and habituate our imagi- 
nation to a depth of thinking* Many there are 
that caii fall, but few can arrive at the felicity of 
falling gracefully ; much more for a man^ who is 
among the loweft of the creation, at the very bot- 
tom of the atmofphere; to defcend beneath him- 

felf, 
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{elf, is not fo eafy a tafk unlefs he calls in art to his 
affiftance. It is with the bathos as with fmall beer, 
■which is indeed vapid and infipid, if left at large 
and let abroad ; but being by our rules confined 
and well ftopt, nothing grows fo frothy, pert, and 
bouncing. 

The fublime of nature is the fky, the fun, moon^ 
ftars, &fr. The profund of nature is gold, pearls, 
precious ftones, and the treafures of the deep^ 
which are ineftimable as unknown. But all that 
lies between thefe, as corn, flower, fruits, animal8> 
and things for the mere ufe of man, are of meao* 
price, and fo common as not to be greatly efteemed 
by the curious. It being certain that any thing, of 
which we know the true ufe, cannot be invaluable: 
which affords a folution, why common fenfe hath- 
either been totally defpifed, or held in fmall repute,, 
by the greateft modern critics and authors. 

CHAP. V. 

Of tb( true genius for the profund, and fy ivbdi it is 
conjiituted* 

AND I will venture to lay it down as the firft^ 
maxim, and corner-ftone of this our art^ 
that whoever would excel therein, muft ftudioufly 
avoid, deteft^ and turn his head from all the ideas, 
ways, and workings of that peftilent foe to wit, 
and deftroyer of fine figures, which is known by 
the name of cpmtoon fenfe. His bufinefs muft be 
to contract the true gout de travers ; and. to acquire. 

a moft 
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a moft happy, uncommon, unaccountable way of 
thinking. -. 

He is to confider himfelf as a grotefque painter^ 
whofe works would be fpoiled by an imitation of 
nature, or uniformity of defign. He is to mingle 
bits of the moft various, or difcordant kinds, land- 
fcape, hiftory, portraits, animals; and conned 
them with a great deal of flourifhing, by head or 
tail, as it' fhall pleafe his imagination, and contri- 
bute to his principal end; -which is, to glare by 
flxong opp^fitibris of colours, and furprife by con- 
trariety of images. . . . .^ 

Scrpentcs avibus gcmincntur, - tigribus agni. Hor; 

His defign ought to be like a labyrinth, out of 
which no body can get clear but himfelf/ And 
lince the great art of all poetry is to mix truth with 
fidion, in order to join the credible with the fur- 
prifing, our author fhall produce the credible, by 
painting nature in her loweft fimplicity ; and the 
furprifing, by contradiding common opinion. In 
the very fame manner he will affedt the marvellous ; 
he will (Jraw Achilles with the patience of Job ; a 
prince talking like a jack-pudding ; a maid of ho- 
nour felling bargains j a footman fpeaking like a 
philofopher ; and a fine gentleman like a fcholan ' 
Whoever is converfant in modern plays, may 
make a moft noble collection of this kind, and at 
the fame time form a complete body of modern 
ethics and morality. 

Nothing feemed more plain to Our great authors, 
than that the world hath long been weary of na- 

\tural 
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tural things. How much the contrary are formed 
to pleafe, is evident from the univerfal applaufc 
daily given to the admirable entertainments of har- 
lequins and magicians on our ftage. When an au^ 
dience behold a coach turned into a wheelbarrow, a 
conjurer into an old woman, or a man's head 
where his heels ihould be; how are they ftnick 
-with trahfport and delight ? which can only be im- 
puted to this caufe, that each objed: is changed into 
that which hath been fuggefted to them by their 
own low ideas before. 

He ought therefore to render himfelf mafter of 
this happy and anti-natural way of thinking, to 
fuch a degree, as to be able, ov\ the appearance of 
any objed, to furnifh his imagination with ideas 
infinitely below it. And his eyes fhould be like 
unto the wrong end of a perfpcdive glafs, by which 
all the obje(3:s of nature are feflened. 

For example ; when a true genius looks upon 
the Iky, he immediately catches the idea of a piecd 
of blue lute-ftring, or a child's mantle, 

♦ The fkies, whofe fpreading volumes fcarce have room. 
Spun thin, and wove in nature's fineft loom. 
The new-born world in their foft lap embrac'd. 
And all around their ftarry mantle caft. 

If he looks upon a tempeft, he fhall have an 
image of a tumbled bed, and defcribe a fucceeding 
calm in this manner j* 

f The ocean, joyed to fee the tempeft fled, 
JSTew lays his waves, and fmooths his raffled bed. 

^ Prince Arthur, p. 41, 42, -j- P. 14. 

The 
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The triumphs and acclamations of the angels at 
the creation of the univerfe prefent to his imagina- 
tion *^ the rejoicings on the lord mayor's day ;*' and 
he beholds thofe glorious beings celebrating their 
creator, by huzzaing, making illuminations, and 
Hinging fquibs, crackers, and Iky-rocketa 



1 



[ions, 
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♦ Glorious illuminations, made on high. 
By all the ftars and planets of the fky, 
In juft degrees, and Ihining order placed, 
Speftacors charm'd, and the bleft dwellings graced. 
Through all the enlightened air fwift fire-works flew. 
Which with repeated fhouts gbd cherubs threw. . 
Comets afcended with their fweeping train, ' 
Then fell in ftarry fhowers and glittering rain. 
In air ten thoufand meteors blazing hung, 
.Which from th* eternal battlements were flung. 

If a man, who is violently fond of wit, will fa^ 
orifice to that paflion his friend or his God, would 
it not be a fhame, if he who is fmit with the love 
of the bathos, fhould not facrifice to it all other 
tranfitory regards ? You fliall hear a zealous proteft-5 
ant deacon invoke a faint, and modeftly befeech 
her to do more for us than Providence. 

^. Look down, bleft faint, with pity then look down. 
Shed on this land thy kinder influence, 
.And guide us through the mifts of providence. 
In which we ftray.* 

• Prince Arthur, p. <;o, 

N. B. In order to do juflice to thefe great poets, our citations are 
taken from the beft, the laft, and moft corred editions of their 
works. That which we ufe. of Prince Arthur, is in duodecimo^ 1714. 
the fourth edition revifed. 

t A. Philips on the death of Queen Mary. 

^ * Neithe?;^ 
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Neither will he, if a goodly fimile come in his way^ 
fcrviple to affirm iiimfelf an eye-witnefs of things 
never yet beheld by man, or never in exiftence } 
as thus, 

* Thus have I feen in Araby the bleft 
A phoenix couch'd upon her funeral neft. 

But to convince you, that nothing is fo great, 
which a marvellous genius prompted by this lau- 
dable zeal is not able to leflen ; hear how the moft 
fublime of all beings is reprefehted in the following 
images. 

Firft he is a Painter. 

f Sometimes the lord of nsitufe in the air 
Spreads forth his clouds, his fable canvas, where 
His pencil, dipt in heavenly colour bright. 
Paints h|s fair rain-bow, charming to the light. 

Now he is a Chemist. 

J Th* almighty chemift does his work prepare. 
Pours down his waters on the thirfty plain, 
Digeils his Tightening, and difiils bis rain% 

Now he is a Wrestler. 

1^ Me in his griping armsr th' eternal took. 
And with fuch mighty force my body ftiook. 
That the ftrong grafp my members folely bruis'd, 
3roke all my bones, and all my finews loos'd. 

* Anon. f Blackm. opt« edit. duod. 1716, p. 172. 

I Black. Pf, civ. p. 263, S Pag^7S* 

Now 
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Now a Recruiting Officer* 

♦ For clouds the fun-beams levy frcfh fupplics, 
And raifc recruits of vapours, which, arife 
Drawn from the feas, to mufter in the ikies. 

Now a peaceable Guarantee. 

•f In leagues of peace the neighbours did agree. 
And to maintain them God was guarantee. 

Then he is an Attorney. 

J Job, as a vile oflFender, God indites. 
And terrible decrees againft me writes, 

God will not be my advocate. 
My caufe to manage or debate* 

In the following lines he is a Goldbeater, 

§ Who the rich metal beats, and then with care 
lJnfold$ the golden leaves to gild the fields of air. 

Then a Fuller. 

g ■ th* exhaling' recks, that fecret rife. 

Born on rebounding fun-beams through the fkies. 
Are thicken'd, wrought, and whiten'd, till they grow 
A heavenly fleece x ■ ■ ..i ^^ 

A Mercer, or Packer. 

% Didft thou one end of air's wide curtain hold. 

And help the bales of ^thcr to unfold ; 

Say, which cserulean pile was by thy hand enrolled ? 

♦ Black, Pf. civ. p. 170. f P. 70. t P. 61. 

5 P. l8i. II p. 18. ff p. 174, 

A BUTL^R^ 
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A Butler* 

* He mcaftrres ail the drops ,witt wondrous :fldll,: 
Which the black clouds, his floating bottles, fill. 

And a BaKer. ^ 

f God in thfe wildernefs his table fpread^ 
. And in his airy ovens bak'd their bread.. 
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X)f the fever al kinds of gentUfes in the profunda and the 
marks^ and charaSers vf each. . . , 

I DOUBT riot, but the reader, by this, cloud of 
examples, begins to be convinced of the truth 
of our aflertion, that the bathos is an art ; and that 
die genius of no mortal whatever, following the 
mere ideas of nature^ and unaffifted with an habi^- 
tual, nay laborious peculiarity of thinking, could 
arrive at images fo wonderfully low and unaccount- 
able. The great author,, from whofe treafury we 
have drawn all thefe inftances (the father of the 
bathos, and indeed the Homer of it) has, like that 
immortal Greek, confined his labours to the greater 
poetry, and thereby left room for others to acquire 
a due fliare of praife in inferior kinds. Many 
painters, who could never hit a nofe or an eye, 
have with felicity copied a fmall-pox, or been ad- 
mirable at a toad or a red-herring : and feldom are 

♦ Black. PfaL p. 131. f Black. SongofMQfes, p. 218. 

Vol. XVIL C wc 
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we without geniufes for ftill-Iife, which they can 
\^ork up and ftiffen with incredible accuracy. 

A ufevcrfai genim rife® not in an age j but when 
he rife^i armies rife in him I he pours forth five or 
fix epic poems with greaier facility, than five or fix 
pages can be produced by an elaborate anS fervile 
copier after nature or the ancients. It is affirmed 
by Quintilian, that the fame genius, which made 
Gerraanicus fo great a general, would, with equal 
application^ have made him an excellent heroic 
poet. In like manner, reafoning from the affinity 
there appears, between arts and fcioiccs, I doubt 
not, but an adive catcher of butterflies, a careful 
and fanciful pattern-drawer, an induftrious collec- 
tor <!rf'ftieHs, a laborious arid tuneful bag-piper, or 
'a diiigetit breeder of tame rabbits, might feverally 
cixcel in their 'rcfpetftive parts of the bathos. 

I fhall range thefe confined and lefs copious ge- 
.fiiufes urider' proper clafles, and (the better to give 
their pidures to the reader) under the names of 
animals of fome fort or other ; whereby he wilt 
be enablecf, at the firft fight of fuch as feall daily- 
come forth, to know to what kind to refer, and 
with what authors to compare them. 

1. The flying fifhes: thefe are writers, wha 
now aitd then rife upon their fins, and fly out of 
the profund ; but their wings are foon dry, and 
they drop dawn to the bottom. G. S. A, H.» 
C. G. 

^. The fwalloTA'^ are authors, that are eternally 
ikimming and fluttering up and down, but all their 

agility 
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agility is employed to catch flies* L. T. W. P- 
LordH. ' - 

3. The oftriches ar$ fuch, whofe heiavinefs rarely 
permits tK'em to raife themfelves from the ground j 
their wings ar^ of ho ufe to lift them up^ and theiie 
motion is between flying and walking j but d^iea 
they run very fafl* D. F, L% E. the hoii, E. H. 

4. The parrots are they^ that repeat another's 
Words in fuch a hoarfe odd voice, as makes them 
feem their own. W.,B. W* S* G, G. the reverend 
D, D. 

5. The didappers iai'e authors^ that keep them-* 
felves long out of fight^ under water, ind comci 
up now and then, whei^e you leaft expedled them4 
L. W. G, D. Efq. the hon* Sir W. Y. 

6. The porpoifes are Unweildy knd big j they 
put all their numbers into a great turmoil and tem- 
ped, but whenever they appear in plain light 
(which is feldom) they are only fhapelefs aud ugly 
monflerSk I. D;*C. G. I. O. 

n. The frogs are fuch, as catt neither walk not 
fly, but can leap and bound to admiration : they 
live generally in the bottom of a ditch, and make 
a gi*eat noife, whetiever they thruft their head§' 
above waten E. W* L M. Efq. T. D- gent. 

8. The eels are obfcure authors, that Wrap thetn-i* 
felves up in their own inild, but are mighty nimble 
and pert. L. W* L. T* P. M. general C. 

9» The tortoifes are flow and chill, and like paf- 
toral writers, delight much in gafdens : they have 
for the moft part a fine embroidered ihell, and un*' 

C a derneatb 
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derneath it a heavy lump. A. P. \V. B. L. £• 
The right hon. E. of S. 

Thefe are the chief charaderiftics of the bathos^ 
and in each of thefe kinds we have the comfort to 
be blelTed with fundry and manifold choice fpirits 
in this our ifland. 



CHAP. VIL 

Of the profundi wbtn it confifts in the thoughts 

WE have already laid down the principles, 
upon which our author is to proceed^ and 
the manner of forming his thought h^ familiarizing 
his mind to the loweft objeds ; to which, it may 
be added, that vulgar converfation will greatly 
contribute. There is no queftion, but the garret 
or the printerVboy may often be difcerned in the 
compofitions made in fuch fcene§ and company; 
and much of Mr. Curl himfelf has been infenfibly 
infufed into the works of his learned writers^ 

The phyfician, by the ftudy and infped;ion of 
urine arid ordure, approves himfelf in the fcience ; 
and in like fort^ fhould our author accuftom and 
exercife his imagination upon the dregs of nature. 

. This will render his thoughts truly and funda- 
mentally Jow, and carry him many fathoms be- 
yond- mediocrity.. For, certain it is (though fome 
lukewarm heads imagine they may be fafe by tem- 
porizing between the extremes) that where there. is 
not a ti:iticalnefs or mediocrity in' the thought, it. 

9 can 
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can never be funk into the genuine and perfe<3: 
bathos by the moft elaborate low expreffion: it can, 
at moft, be only carefully obfcured, or metaphori- 
cally debafed. But, it is the thought alone that 
ftrikes, and gives the whole that Ipirit, which we 
"* admire and ftare at. For inftance, in that inge- 
nious piece on a lady's drinking the Bath- waters ; 

* She drinks ! fhe drinks ! behold the niatchlefs dam^ ! 

To her 'tis water, but to us 'tis flame : 

Thus fire is water, water fire by turns. 

And the fame ftream at once both cools and burns. 

What can be more eafy and unafFeiSed, than tRe 
didion of thefe verfeS ? it is the turn of thought 
alone, and the variety of imagination, that charm 
and furprife us. And when the fame lady goea 
into the bath, the thought (as in juftnefs it ought) 
goes ftill deeper : 

-f Venus beheld her, 'midft her crowd of flavcs. 
And thought herfelfjuft rifen from the waves. 

How much out of the way of common fenfe ifi 
this refledtion of Venus, not knowing herfelf from 
the lady ? 1 

Of the fame nature is that noble miftake of a 
frighted ftag in a full ch:\ce, who, faith the 
poet — 

Hears his ownYeet, and thinks they foqnd like morej 
And fears the hmd-fect will overtake the fore. 

• Anon. t Idenjfc 

C X So 
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So aftonifhing as thefe are, they yiejd to the fol- 
lowing, which ia profundity itfelf. 

\^ None but himfclf can bp his parallel. . 

Unlefe It may feem borrowed from the thought 
of that maf|er of a ihow in Sniithfield, ^yho writ \x\ 
large letters over the pi^ure of his elephant, 

This is the greateft elephant iii the worjd, except himfelf. 

However our nej^t inftance ia certainly aq qrit? 
ginal, Speajcing of a beautiful infant, 

So fair thou art, that if great Cupid be 
A child, as poets fay, furc thou art he. 
.Fair Venus would miftakc the^ for her owq, 
.Did hot thy eyes proclaim thee not her fon. 
There all the lightnings of thy mother's (hine. 
And with a fatal brightnefs kill in thine. 

Firft he is Cupid, then he is not Cupid; firft 
Venus would miftake him, then fhe would not mif- 
take him ; next his eyes are his mother's, arid laftly 
they are not his mother's, but his own. 

Another author defcribing a poet, that fliine:s 
forth amid a circle of criticks, 

■ ■'.')» , 

Thus Phoebus through the zodiack takes his way. 

And amid mbnfttrs rifes into day; 

What a pjeculiarity is here of invention, the au- 
thor's jpencil^ like the warid of Circe, turns all into 
monfters at a ftrokei. A great genius takes things 

• Thcpbald, Doable Faliliood. 
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m thie lump, without Hopping at minute coafideira- 
tions : in vain might the rani| the bull, the goat^ 
the lion, the crab, the fcorpion, the fiflies, all ftand 

' in its way, as mere natural animals : much more 
might it be pleaded^ that a pair of fcales, an bid 

: man, and two innocent children, were no mon- 
fters : there were only the centaur and the maid, 
that could be efteemed out of nature. But what of 
that ? with a boldnefs peculiar to thefe daring gef* 
tuufes, what he found not naonfters, he made fo^ 

CHAP- VIIL 

Of the frofundy confifting in the ctrcumjlances : and tf 
amplification and peripbrafe in gemrah 

XT7HAT in a great ipeafure diftinguifhcs othe*^ 
^ ^ writers from ours, is their chooflng arid fe- 
parating fuch circumftances irj a defcription^ as 
enoble or elevate the lubjefl:. 

The circumftances, which are moft natural, arc 
obvious, therefore not aftoniihing or peculiar : but 
thofe, that are far-fetched or unexpedted, or liardly 
compatible, will furprize prodigioufly, Thefe 
therefore we muft principally hunt out ; but above 
all preferve a laudable prolixity; prefenting the 
whole and every fide at once of the image to 
view. For, choice and difthiftion are not only a 
curb to the fpirit, and limit the defcriptive faculty, 
but alfo leflen the book ; which is fi^quently the 
worft confequence of all to our author. 

Job fays in fhort, he wafhed his feet in butter; 
a circumftance fome poets would have foftened, or 

C 4 ' paft 
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paft ovtfr : now hear how thife' butter is fpread out 
by the great genius. ^ 

* With teats diftended with their mjlky ftore. 
Such num/rous lowing herds, before my door, 
Their painful burthen tp unload did rfie^t. 
That we with butter might have walh'd otv feet. 

How cautious and particular! " hq had (fays 

oiir author) fo many herds, which her^ls thrived 

fo well, and thriving fo well gav^ fo miich milkx 

and that milk produced fo much butter, that, if 

*' he did not, he might have waflied his feet iti 
ci it/' .... 

The enfuing defcription of hell is no lefs remark- 
able in the circumftarices. 

•f- In flaming heaps the raging ocean rolls, 
Whofe livid wav.es involve defpaii;ing fouh ; 
The liquid burrtings dreadful colours (hew, ' 
Some deeply red and others faintly blue. 

Cquld the mod rninute Dutch-painter have been 
piore exad ? how inimitably circumftantial is ,this 
alfo of a war-horfe ! 

J His eye'balls burn, he wounds the fmoaking plain. 
And knots of fcarlct riband deck his mane. 

Pf certain Cudgel-players. 

They brandifh high in air |heir threatening ftaves, 
§ Their hands a woven guard of ozier faves. 
In which they fix their hazel weapon!s end. 

• Blackm.' Job, p. 133. f Pr. Arth. p. 89. 

I Anon. . • ^" .: J Pr. Arthur, p. 197. 

^ ^' ' ^ ^ Who 
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Who would Aot think the poet had paft his whole 
life at wakes in fucb laudable diverfions ? fince he 
Caches us how to hold, nay how to make a cud- 
gel! / 

. Periphrafe is another great aid to prolixity ; be? 

ing a diffiifed circumlocutory manner of exprefling 

.a known idea, which ihould be fo myfterioufljr 

'<euched, as to give the reader the pleafure of gueff- 

itig^what4t is, that the author can poffibly mean;* 

'and a ftrange furprize, when he finds it ? 

The poet I laft mentioned is incomparable in 
this figure, 

** A waving lea of heads was round n:ic Ipread^ 
And ftiil frefli ftreams the gazing deluge fed. 

Here is a waving fea . of heads, which by a frefli 
ftream of heads grows to be a gazing deluge of 
heads. You come at laft to find, it means a great 
crowd* 

How pretty and how genteel is the following ! 

f Nature's confeftioner 

Whofe fuckets are moift alchymy: 
The ftill of his refining mold 
Minting the garden into gold. 

What is this, but a bee gathering honey ? 

J Little Syren of the ftage. 
Empty warbler, breaching lyre, ' 

Wanton gale of fond defire. 
Tuneful mifchief, vocal fpcll.——i 

♦ Job, p. 78. -^ Cleveland* J A. Philips to Cuzzona. 

Who 
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Who would think, this ^»8 only a poor gentle- 
woman, that fung finely ? • 

We may define amplification to be making the 
moft of a thought ; it is the fpinning-wheel of the 
bathos, which draws out and fpreads it into the 
fineft thread There are amplifiers, who can ex- 
tend half a dozen thin thoughts over a whole folio ; 
but for which, the tale of many a vaft romance, 
and the fubfl:ance of many a fair volume, might 
be reduced to the fize of a primmer. 

In the book of Job are thefe words, " Haft thou 
** commanded the morning, and caufed the day- 
** fpring to know his place ?'* how is this extended 
by the moft celebrated amplifier of our age ? 

* Canft thou fet forth th* ctherial mines on high. 
Which the refulgent ore of light fupply ? 
Is the celeftial furnace to thee known. 
In which I melt the golden metal down ? 
Treafurcs, from whence I deal out light as faft, . 
As all my ftars and laviih funs can wafte. 

The fame author has amplified a paflage in the 
civth pfalm ; " he looks on the earth, and it 
** trembles. He touches the hills, and they 
♦* fmoke.'' 

f The bills forget they're fix'd, and in their fright 
Caft off their weight, and eafe themfclves for flight : ^ 
The woods with terror wing*d out fly the wind, 
And leave the heavy, panting hills behind. 

You here fee the hills not only trembling, but 
ihakipg off woods from their backs, to run th^ 

f Jol). p. 198. t £• 267. 

' fafter: 



OF SINKING IN t^OETRY. 27 

fafter ; after this you are prefented with a foot-race 
of mountains and woods, where the woods diftancfc 
the mountains, that," like corpulent purfy fellows, 
come puffing and panting a vaft way behind them* 

CHAP. IX. 

Of imitation^ and the manner of imitating. 

TJIAT the true authors of the prpfiind are to 
imitate diligently the examples in their own 
way, is not to be qucftioned, and that divers have 
by this means attaiped to a depth, whereunto their 
own weight could never have carried them, is evi-^ 
dent by fundry inftances. Who fees not that De 
jFoe was the poetical fon of Withers, Tate of 
Ogilby, E. Ward of John Taylor, and Eufden of 
Blackmore ? Therefore when we fit down to write, 
let us bring fome great author to our mind, and 
adk ourfelves this queftionj how would Sir Richard 
have faid this ? do I fxpr^fs myfelf as fimply as 
Anibrofe Philips ? or flow my numbers with the 
quiet thoughtleflhefs pf Mr, Welfted ? 

But it may feem fdniewhat ftrange to afTert, that 
our profident fhould alfp read th6 works of thofe 
famous poets, wh«^ have excelled in the fublime : 
yet is not .this a paradox, As Virgil is faid to 
have read Ennius, out of his dunghill tp draw gold j 
fo may our author read Shakefpear, Milton, and 
Pryden, for the contrary etid^ to bury their gold in 
hh own dunghill. A true genius, when he finds 
an?f thing Iqfty x)x fhining in tfe^m, will have the 

4 ^ ' " Ikill 
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fkill to bring it down, take off the gloft, or quiti 
difcharge the colour, by fonie ingenious circum 
ftance or periphrafe, fome addition gr diminutioi: 
or by fbm^ of thofe figures, the ijfe of which w 
Jhall fhew in our next chapter. 

The book of Job is acknowledged to be infinitel 
fublime, and yet Jias not the father of the bathe 
reduced it in every page ? is there a paflage in a; 
Virgil m6re painted up and laboured than the 4p 
Tcription of -£tna in the third ^neid ? 

•— •— Horrificis juxta tonat ^tna ruinis, 
Interdumque atram prorumpit ad aethcra nubcm, 
Turbine fumantem piceo, & candentc favilla^ 
Attollitque globes flammarum, & fidera lambit; 
Interdum fcopulos avulfaque vifccra mentis 
Erigit erudans, Uquefaftaque faxa Tub auras 
Cum gemitu glemcrat, fundeque exaeftuat imo^' 

(I beg pardon of the gentle Englifh reader, and 
fuch of our writers as underhand not Latin,) Lo! 
how this is taken down by our Britifh poet, by the 
fingle happy thought of throwing the mountain 
into a. fit of the cholic. 

^ ^tna, and all the burning mountains, find 
Their kindled (lores with inbred ftorms of wind 
Blown up to rage ; and rearing pi^v complain. 
As tofn with inward gripes, and tort'ring pain : 
tabVing, they caft their dreadful vomit round, 
'And with their melted bowels fpread the ground. 

'Horace, in fearch of the fublime, fl:ruckhisb€H 
-againft the ftars f ; but Empedocles, to fathom th 

• Pn Arihtir, p. ^j* f Sublimi feriam fidera vcrtw '; 
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profund, threw himfelf into ^tna. And. who hut 
would imagine our excellent modem had alfo been 
there, from this defcription ? 

. Imitation * is 6f two forts ; the firfl: is, when we 
force t6 our own purpofes the. thoughts of others;, 
the fecond, confiftsin copying the imperfedions or 
/blemifhes of celebrated authors. I have feen a 
play profefledly writ in the ftyle of Shakefpear, 
wherein the refemblance lay in one fmgle line. 

And fo good morrow t'ye, good mafter lieutenant. 

And fundry poems in imitation of Milton, where^ 
with the utmoft exadlnefs, and not fo much as one 
exception, neverth'elefs was conftantly nathlefs,' 
embroidered was broidered, hermits were etemites/ 
difdained was 'fdeigned, fhady umbrageous, ehter- 
prize emprizei pagan paynin, pinions pennons, 
fweet dulcet, orchards orchatis, bridge-work ponti- 
fical J nay her was hir, and their was thir through 
the whole poem. And in very deed, there is no 
other way, by which the true modern poet could 
read to any purpofe the works of fuch men, as 
Milton and Shakefpear. 

It may be expected, that like other critics I 
fhould next fpeak of the paffions : but as the niain 
end and' principal effedt of the. bathos is to produce 
tranquillity of mind (and fure it is a better defigri 
to promote fleep than madnefs) we have little to 
fay on this fubjed. Nor will the fhort bounds of 
^this difcourfe allow us to treat at large of the emol- 
lients and opiats of poefy ; of the cool, and the 
manner of producing it ; or of .the methods ufed 

by 
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by our authors in managing the paffions. I ijiall 
fcut tranfi^tly remark, that nothing contributes fo 
much to the cool, as the ufe of wit in expreffing 
paffion : the true genius rarely fails of points, con- 
ceits, ^nd proper iimiles on fuch occafipn§ : this 
Vrp may tej^i the pathetic epigrammatical, in which 
even puns arc made ufe of with good fuccefs^ 
Hereby our beft authors have avoided throwing 
themfelves or their readers into any indecent tran-^ 
fports. 

But, as it is fometimes needful to excite the 
paflTioixs pf our antagonift in the polemick n^ij^ 
the true Undents in the law have conftantly taken 
their methpds from low life, where they obferved, 
that to move anger, ufe is made of fcolding . ^nd 
railing ; to move love, of bawdry ; to beget favour 
and friendftiip, of grofs flattery ; and to produce 
fear, of calumniating an adverfary with crime? pb- 
lioxious to the ftate. As fpr fhame, it is a filly 
paflion, of which as our authors are incapable 
themfelves, fo they would ilot produce it in others. 



CHAP. X. 

Of itopes and figures : and firji of the variegaling, con^^ 
founding^ and re^erftng figures. 

BUT we proceed to the figures. We (iannot 
.too earneftly recommend to our authors thet 
ftudy of the abufe of fpeech. They ought to lay 
it down as a principle, to fsty nothing in the ufual/ 
way, but (if poflihle) in the direct contrary 
Therefore tixe figures muft be fo turned, as to m 

nif 



OF SINKING IN PO=f TRY. 31 

nlfeft that intricate and wonderful caft of head, 
which diftinguiflieis all writers of this kind : or (as I 
may fay) to refer ekadly the mold, in which they 
were formed,, ia all its inequalities, cavities, obli- 
quities, odd crannies, and diftortious. 
' It would be endlefs, nay impoflibJe to epjcuxuecalse 
all fuch figures ; but we fhall content ourfelves to 
range the princii)al, which 'moft powerfully contri- 
bute to the bathos, under three clafles. 

I. The variegating, confounding, or averfing 
tropes and figures. 

II. The magnifying, and 

III. The diminifliiug. 

We cannot avoid giving to thefe the Greek or 
Roman names ; but in tendernefs to our country- 
men and fellow writers, many of whom, however 
exquifite, are wholly ignorant of thofe languages,, 
we have alfo explained them in our mother tongue 

Of the firft fort, nothing k^ much conduces tp 
the bathos, as the ^ 

Catachresis. 

A mafter of this will fay. 

Mow the beard,. 

Shave thd grafs. 

Pin the plank. 

Nail my fleeve. 
from whence refults the fame kind of pleafure I0 
the mind, as to the eye, when we behold harlequin 
trin^ming himfelf with a hatchet, hewing down a 
tree with a rafor, making his tea in a cauldron, 
and brewing his ale in a tea-pot, to the incredible 

fatisfadtion 
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fatisfadtion of the Britifli fpedator. Another fourcfe 
of the bathos is, 

iThe Metonymy^ 

the mverfion of caufes for effeds, of inventors fot 
ihveritioris, Sffr. 



JLac*d in her * Cofins new appeared the bride,' 
A t Bubble-boy and J Tompion at her fide. 
And with an air divine her § Colmar ply'd. 
Then oh ! Ihe cries^ what flaves I round me fee ? 
Here a bright Red- coat, there a fmart || Toupec; 
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The Synecdoche, 

which confifts in the ufe of a part for the whole. 
You may call a young woman fometimes pretty- 
face and pigs-eyes, and fometimes fnotty-nofe and 
draggle-tail. Or, of accidents, for perfons; as 
a lawyer, is called fplit-caufe, a taylor, prick- 
loufe, Sifr. Or of things belonging to a man, for 
the manhimfelf; as a fword-man, a gown-man, ik 
t-m-t-d-man j a white-ftafF, a turn-key. Sec. 

The AposioPEsis, 

an excellent figure for the ignorant, as " what 
" fliall I fay ;" when one has nothing to fay : or 
*' I can no more," when one really can no morcrf 
Expreffi.ons which the gentle reader is fo good as 
never to take in earneft, 

'• Stays. t Twcezer-cafe. * t Watch, § Fan. 

II A fort of pernwig; all words in ufc at this prefent year 
1727. . 

The 



OF SINKING IN POETRY. 33 

The MetaphoU. 

The firft rule is to draw it from the loweft things, 
w^hich is a certain way to fink the higheftj as 
when you fpeak of the thunder of heaven, lay^ 

* The lords above are angry and talk big. 

• Or if you would defcribe a rich man refunding 
his treafures, exprefs it thus, 

t Tho* he (as faid) may riches gorge, the fpoil 
Painful in mafly vomit (hall recoil : 
Soon (hall he pcrifli with a fwift decay, 
Like his own ordure, caft with ftorn away. 

The fecond, that whenever you ftart a meta- 
phor, you muft be fure to run it down, and pur- 
fue it as far as it can go. If you get the fcent of a 
ftate negotiation, follow it in this manner : 

t The Clones and all the elements with thee 

Shall ratify a ftpft confederacy ; 

^^ild beads their favage temper fhall forger, 

And for a firm alliance with thee treat j 

The finny tyrant of the fpacious feas 

Shall fend a Italy embafly for peace : 

His plighted faith the crocodile (hall keep. 

And feeing thee, for joy fincerely weep. 

Or if you reprefent the Creator denouncing war 
againft the wicked, be fure not to omit one cir- 
cumftance ufual in proclaiming and .levying war. 

• Lee Alex. f Blackm. Job, p. 91, 93. J Job, p. 22. 

•Vol. XVIL P Envoys 
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♦ Envoys and agents, who by my command 

Refidc in Paleftina's land. 

To whom commiflions I have given 

To manage there the intercfts of heaven. , 

Ye holy heralds, who proclaim 

Or war or peace, in mine your matter's name, 

Ye pioneers of heaven, prepare a road. 

Make it plain, direft and broad ; ' 

For I in perfon will my people head j 

For the divine deliverer 
Will on his march in majefty appear, 
And needs the aid of no confederate pow'n 

Under the Article of the confounding we rani 
I. The Mixture of Figures, 

tvhich raifes fo many images, as to give you 
image at all. But its principal beauty is, when 
gives an idea juft oppofite to what it feemed me^ 
to defcribe. Thus an ingenious artift, painting t 
Ipring, talks of a fnow of bloflbms, and there 
taifes an unexpefted picture of winter. Of tl 
fort is the following ; 

i" The gaping clouds pour lakes of fulphur down, 
Whofe livid flafties fickning funbeams drowd. 

What a noble confufion ? clouds^ lakes, brimftoi 
flames, fun-beams, gaping, pouring, ficknii 
drowning ! all in two lines. 

2. The Jargon. 

J Thy head fhall rife, tho' buried in the duft, 
And*midft the clouds his glittering turrets thruft. 

* Blade Ifa. c. xl. f Pr. Arthur, p. '},']. \ Job, p. lo 
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^are. What are the glittering turrets of a man*i 
head? 

♦ Upon the fliore ; as frequent as the fartdj 
To meet the'prince, the glad Dimetiafas ftand. 

SlUare^ Where thefe Diihetians ftood ? and of 
. what fize they were ? add alfo to the jargon fUch 
as the following : 

f DeftruAion'3 empire fhall no Idnget* laft^ 
And dcfolation lie for ever waftc': 
X Here Niobe, fad mother, makes her mbani 
And feems converted to a (tone in ftone^ 

But for Variegation^ nothing is more ufefbl thaii 

34 The PAHANOMABIA, or PuN^ 

V^rheire a word, like the tongue df a jack-daw^ 
fpeaks twice as much by being Iplit : as this of Mn 
DenniSj 

% Bullets, that wound, like Parthians as they fly t 

Dr this excellent one of Mr. Welfted, 

U ^ Behold the virgin lye 

Naked, and only covered by the fky* 

To which thou may'ft add^ 

To fee her beauties qo man needs tO ftoop, 
She has the whole horizdn for her hoop. 

♦ Priiice Arthur, p. 157* f job, p. 8$^. 

X T. Cook, poems. % Poems 1693, p. ij|. 

n Wclflcd^ poems. Aeon & Lavin, 

D i 4- Tli« 
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4. The Antithesis, or See-saw, 

whereby contraries and oppofitions are balanced In 
fuch a way, as to caufe a reader to remain fufpended 
between them, to his exceeding delight and recrea- 
tioij. Such are thefe on a lady, who made herfelf 
appear out of fize, by hiding a young princeft 
under her cloaths. 

* While the kind nymph, changing her faultlefs fliape. 
Becomes unhandfome, handfomcly to fcapc. 

On the maids of honour in mourning. 

f Sadly they charm, and difmally they plcafe, 

J — — His eyes fo bright 

Let in the objeft and let out the light. 

§ The Gods look pale to fee us lo:>k fo rcd^ 

' ' — [ The I Fairies and their queen, 

In mantles blue came tripping o'er the green. 

fl All nature felt a reverential fliock, 

Th^ fea ftood ftill to fee the mountains rock. 



CHAP. XI. 

^be figures iontimud: of the magnifying and diminijhing 

figures. 

A Genuine writer of the profund, will take care 
never to magnify any objeiS without cloud- 
ing it at the fame time : his thought will appear in 
a true mift, and very unlike what is in nature. It 
muft always be remembered, that daiknefs is an 

* Waller. . f Steel, on Queen Mary. \ Quarles. 

§ Lee, Alex. II Phil. Pall. fl Elackm. Job, p. 176. 

eifential 
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cflential quality of the profund, or if there chance 
to be a glimmering, it muft be, as Milton exprefles 
it, 

No light, but rather darknefs vifiblc. 

The chief figure of this fort is, 
. 1 The Hyperbole, or impoffible. 

For inftance, of a Lion. 

* He roar'd fo loud, and look'd fo wond'rous grim. 
His very Ihadowr durit not follow him. 

Of a Lady at Dinner. 

The filver whitenefs that adorns thy neck, 
Sullies the plate, and makes the napkin black* 

Of the fame. 

■ > The f obfcurenefs of her birth 
Cannot eclipfe the luftre of her eyes, 
Which make her all one light. 

Of a Bull-baiting. 

J Up to the ftars the fprawling maftives fly. 
And add new monfters to the frighted fky §. 

Of a Scene of Mifery. 

II Behold a fcene of mifery and woe ! 
Here Argus foon might weep himfelf quite blind, 
Ev'n tho' he had Briareus' hundred hands 
To wipe his hundred eyes 

• Vet. Aut. t Theob. Double Falfhood. t Blackm. 

§'iSee p. 115. II Anon. 

D 3 And 
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And that modeft requeft of two ^fent lovers ; 

Ye gods ! annihilate but fpacc and time, 
And make two lovers liappy. 

3. The Periphrasis, which the moderns call 
the circumbendibus, whereof we have given ck^ 
^mples in the ninth chapter, and fliall ^gain in the 
twelfth. ' % .: 

To the fame clafs of the magnifying may be 
, referred the fQllowlng, which are fo excellently 
piodern, that we have yet no name for them, hx 
fiefcribing a country profpedl, 

* rd call them mountains, but can't call them fo. 
For fear to wrong them with a name too lo\y j 
While the fair vales beneath fo humbly lie, 
That even humble feems a term too high. 

III. The laft clafs remains ; of the dim}niihing 
I. the Anticlimax, and figures : where the fer 
fond line drops quite fliort of the firft, than whicl\ 
nothing creates greater furprize. 

On the Extent of the Britifh Arms, 

f Under the tropicks is our language fpokc. 
And part of Flanders hath received our yoke. 

On a Warrior. 

J. And thou Dalhouffy the great God of war, 
Lieutenant colonel to th^ earl of Mar. 

On the Valour of the Englifh. 

II Nor art nor nature has the force 
'J'o ftop its fteddy courfe, 

^. f Anon. . f Anon. t Anon. || penn. on Namur. 

"^ .' Nor 
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Nor Alps nor Pyren«a.ns keep it out 
——Nor fortify 'd redoubt. 

At other times this figure operates in a largetv 
extent ; and when the gentle reader is in expeda- 
tion of feme great image, he either finds it fur- 
prifingly imperfect, or is prefented with fomething 
lovii or quite ridiculous: a furprife refembling 
that of a curious perfpn in a cabinet of antique 
ftatues, who beholds on the pedeftal the names of 
Homer, or Cato; but looking up firids Homer 
without a head, and nothing to be feen of Cato 
but his privy member. Such are thefe lines of 21, 
Jeviathan at fea ; 

* His motion works, and beats the oozy mud. 
And with its (lime incorporates the flood, 
*Till all th* incumbered, thick, fermenting ftream 
Does like one pot of boiling ointment feem. 
Wherever he fwims, he leaves along the lake 
Such frothy furrows, fuch a foamy track. 
That all the waters of the deep appear 
Hoary— —with age, or grey with fvfdden fear. 

But perhaps even thefq arg exgelled by the em- 
fuing. 

f Now the refitted flames and fiery ftore, 1 

By winds aflfaultcd, in wide forges roar. 
And raging feas flow down of melted ore. 
Sometimes they hear long iron bars removed. 
And to and fro huge heaps of cynders ftiov'd. 



J 



• Blackm. Job, p. 197. t P'- Arthur, p. 157, 

D 4 a. The 
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2. The VuxOAit 

is alfo a fpecies of. the diminiibiog ; by thb a fpear 
flying into the air is compared 'to a bo.y*^ Whiftling 
as he goes on an errand* 

♦ The mighty StufFa threw a mafly fpcar, ,^ 

Which, with its errand pleased, fung through th^ air. 

A man raging with grief to a raaftiff dog. 

t I cannot ftjflc this gigantic woe, 
iNor on my raging grief a muzzle throw. 

And clouds big with water to a wom^n in great 
neceffity. 

Diftcndcd with the waters in 'em pent. 

The clouds hang deep in air, but hang unrent. 

3. The Infantine. 

This is, when a poet grows fo very fimple, a$ 
to think and talk like a child. I fhall take my ex-r 
amples from the greateft mafter in this way : hea^ 
how he fqndles like a mere ftammerer, 

J Little charm of placid mien. 
Miniature of beauty's queen, 
Hltyier Britifli mufe of mine. 
Hither, all ye Grecian nine, 
With the lovely graces three. 
And yoyr pretty nurfeling fee. 

When the meadows next are feeni. 
Sweet enamel, white and green, 

• Pr. Arthur. f Job, p.. 41* 

I Amb. Philips on Mifs Cuzzone* 

6 When 
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When again the la^kins play. 
Pretty fportfings fall 6f May, 

Then tb^r nCck ■ fo .^yiwie and round, 
(Little n«jfc: with linliiants bound) 

And thy geritlcnefs of mind, 
(Gentle from^ gentle kind) &c. 

H^Sippy thrice, and thrice again, 
Happiefthe.of happy men, &c. 

and the reft of thofe excellent lullabies of his com- 
pofition. 

How prettily he afks the flieep to teach him to 
bleat ? 

f Teach me to grieve with bleating moan, my fheep. 

Hear how a babe would xeafon on his nurfe's 
death. 

J That ever fhe could die ! Oh moft unkind ! 
To die, and leave poor Colinet behind ! 
And yet, why blame I her? 

With no lefs fimplicity does he fuppofe, that 
fhepherdefles tear their hair and beat their breafts 
at their own deaths : • » 

§ Ye brighter maids, faint emblems of my fair. 
With looks caft down, and with difheverd hair. 
In bitter arguifli beat your breads, and moan 
Her death untimely, as it were your own. 

4, The Inanity, or Nothingness* 

Of this the fame author furnifhes qs with moft 
beautiful inftances, 

t Philips's padorali. t Ihid.. . § Ibid. 

Ah 



42 MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS 

* Ah filly I, more filly than my flie.ep, 
(Which on the flow'ry plain I once did keep.) 

f To the grave fenate (he could counfel give, 
(Which with aftoniflbment they did receive.) 

J He whom loud cannon could not terrify. 
Falls from the grandeur of his majefty. 

§ Happy, merry as a king. 
Sipping dew— — you fip and fing. 

Where you cafily perceive the nothingnefs of 
every fecond verfe. 

B The noife returning with returning light. 

What did it? 

DifpersM the filence, and difpell'd the night, 

f The glories of proud London to furvey. 
The fun himfclf fhall rife— —by break of day. 

5. The Expletive, 

admirably exemplified in the epithets of inany 
authors. 

Th* umbrageous Ihadow, and the verdant green. 
The running current, and odorous fragrance, 
Chear my lone folitude with joyous gladnefs. 

Or in pretty drawling words like thefe, 

, ** All men his tomb, all men his fons adore. 
And his fons fon^, till there (h^U be no more. 

The rifing fun our grief did fee. 
The fctting fun did fee the fame ; 

* Philips'sPaftorals. f ^^^^ on Q^ Mary, t ^^^^' 

§ T. Cook, on agrafhopper, || Anon» tjf AutorVet. 

•• TvPook, Poems!. . 

■d^^ ' ' While 
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While wretched we remembered thee, 
♦ O Sion, Sion, lovely name. 

6. The Macrology and Pleonasm, 

are as generally coupled, as a lean rabbit with a 
fat t)pe; nor is it a wonder, the fiiperfluity of 
words, and vacuity of fenfe, being juft the fame 
thing. I am pleafed to fee one of pur greateft 
^dverfaries employ this figure. 

f The growth of meadows, and the pride of fields^ 
The food of armies, and fupport of wars, 
Refufc of fwords, and gleanings of a fight, 
Leffen his numbers and contradl his hoft. 
Where'er his friends retire, or foes fucc^ed. 
Covered with tcmpefts, and in oceans drown'd. 

Of all which the perfedion is 

The TAUTOtOGY* 

J Break through the billows, and — divide the main. 

In fmoother numbers, and — in fofter verfe. 

§ Divide — and part — the fcvcr'd world — in two. 

With . ten thoufand others equally mufical, and 
plentifully flowing thrpiigh mod of our celebrated 
modern poems. 



• T. Cook, Poems. f Camp. J Tonf. Mifc. I2* 

ypl. iv. p. 2^11 ^th edit. § Ibid. vol. vi. p. i2i. 



« 



CHAP. 



44 MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS 

CHAP. XII. 

Ofexprejftott^ and the feveral /oris of fiyle of th^ prefcnt age. 

THE expreffion is adequate, when it is pro- 
portionably low to the profundity of the 
thought. It muft not be always grammatical, left 
it appear pedantic and ungentlemanly ; nor too 
clear, for fear it become vulgar j for obfcurity be- 
flows a caft of the wonderful, and throws an ora- 
cular dignity upon a piece which hath no meaning. 

For example, fometimes ufe the wrong number j 
the fword and peftilence at once devours, inftead 
of devour. * Sometimes the wrong cafe; and who. 
more fit to footh the god than thee ? inftead of 
thou. And rs^ther than fay, Thetis faw Achilles 
weep, flie heard him weep. 

We muft be exceeding careful in two things j 
firft, in the choice of low words : fecondly, in the 
fober and orderly way of ranging them. Many 
of our poets are naturally bleffed with this talent, 
infomuch that they are in the circumftance of 
that honeft citizen, who had made profe all his 
life without knowing it. Let verfes run in 
this manner, juft to be a vehicle to the words ; I 
take them from my laft-cited author, who though 
otherwife by no means of our rank, feemed once 
in his life to have 4 mind to be fimple. 

\ If nor, a prize I will myfelf decree, 

From him, or him, or clfe perhaps from thee. 

♦ Ti. Horn. ILL f Ibid. p. 11. 

^ — full 
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* full of days vyas he ; 

Two ages paft, he liv'd the third to fee, 

+ The king of forty kings, and honoured more 
By mighty Jove, than e*er was king before. 

J That I may know, if thgu my prayV deny. 
The moft defpis'd of all the gods am I. 

§ Then let my mother once be rul'd by me. 
Though much more wife than I pretend to be. 

Or thefe, of the fame hand : 

f] I leave the arts of poetry and verfe 

To them' that praftife them with more fuccefs. 

Of greater truths I now prepare to tell, 

And fo at once, dear friend and mufe, farewcU 

Sometimes a fingle word will vulgarize a poetical 
idea; as where a fhip fet on fire owes all the 
^irit of the bathos to one choice word, that ends 
the line. 

■^ And his fcorch'd ribs the hot contagion fry'd. 

And in that defcription of a w^orld in ruins : 

* * Should the whole frame of nature round him break. 
He, unconcerned, would hear the mighty crack. 

So alio in thefe, 

■f-f Beafts tame and favage to the river's brink 
Come from the fields and wild abodes — to drink. 

* Ti. Horn. II. i. p. 17. t P- 19- t P- 34- § P- 38- 
II Tonf. Mifc. 12^* vol. iv. p. 292. fourth edit. f Tonf. 

Mifc. vol. vi. p. 119, •* Job, p. 263, t t Pj. Arthur, 

p. 151. 

Fre- 
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Frequently 'two or three words will do it efieci-* 
tually^ ' ; 

* He from the clouds does the fwect liquor fquceze^ 
That chears the foreft and the garden ttttSi 

It is alfo ufefui to employ technical teritis, which 
eftrange your ftyle from the great a,nd general 
ideas of nature : and the higher your futjedt is^ 
the lower fliould you fearch into mechanics for 
your expreflion. If you defcribe the garment of 
an angel^ fay that his f linen was finely fpUn, and 
bleached on the happy plains* ij: Call an army of 
angels, angelic cuirailiers ; and if you have occafioa 
to mention a number of misfortunes^ ftyle them 

§ Frefh troops of pains, and regimented woes. 

Style is divided by the fhetoriciaiis into thd 
proper and the figured* Of the figured we havel 
already treated, and the proper is what oUr authors 
have nothing to do with* Of ftyles we fhall men-* 
tion only the principal, which owe to the moderns ^ 
eithef their chief improvement^ or entire invention* 

ii The Florid Style* 

Thaii which none is more proper to the bathos^ aai 
flowers^ which are the loweft of vegetableSj are 
moft gaudy, and do many times grow in gredt 
plenty at the bottom of ponds and ditches. 

A fine wTiter of this kind prefents you with the 
following pofie : 

• Id. Job, p. 264. t Pn Arthur j p. 19. t Ibid. p. 339^ 

4 
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* The groves appear,.all dreft with wreaths of flowers. 
And from their leases drop aromatic (bowers j . 
Whole fragrant heads in myftic twines above. 
Exchanged their fwetty, and mix'd with thoufand kiflcs, 

* As if the willing branches ftrove. 
To beautify and (hade the grove. 

which iAdeed moft branches do. But this is ftill 
excelled by our laureate 2 

t Branches in branches twin*d compofe the grove^ 
And (hoot and fpread, and blo(rom into love. 
The trembling palms their mutual vows repeat. 
And bending poplars bending poplars meet. 
The diftant plantanes feem to prefs more nigh. 
And to the (ighing alders, alders figh. 

Hear alfc our Homer. 

4: His robe of (late is form'd of light refin'd, 
An endlefs train of luftre fpreads behind. 
His throne's of bright compared glory made, 
With pearls celeftial, and with gems inlaid : 
Whence floods of joy, and feas of fplendor flowj 
On all the angelic gazing throng below. 

2. The iPERT Style. 

This does in as peculiar a manner bedome the 
low in wit, as a pert air does the low in ftature. 
Mr* Thomas Brown, the author of the London 
Spy, and all the fpies and trips in general, are 
herein to be diligently ftudied j in verfe, Mr. Cib-- 
ber's prologues. 

• Behn's poems, p. 2. f Guardian^ 12'^ 127^ 

t Blackm. Pf. civ< 

But 
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But the beauty and energy of jt is never fo con- 
fpicuous,, as. when it is employed in modernizing» 
and adapting to the tafte of the times, the works 
of the antients. This we rightly phrafe, doing 
them into Englifli, and making them Englifh ; two 
expreflions of great propriety ; the one, denoting 
om: negledt of the manner how ; the other, the 
force and compulfion with which it is brought* 
about. It is by virtue of thi,s ftyle, that Tacitus 
talks like a coffee-houfe politician, Jofephus * like 
the Britifh gazetteer^ Tully is as ftiort and fmart 
as Seneca or Mr. Afgill, Marcus Aurelius is excel- 
lent at fnip-fnap, and honeft Thomas-a-Kempis 
as prim and polite as any preacher at court. 

3. The Alamode Style, 

which is fine by being new, and has this happi- 
nefs attending it, that it is as durable and extenfivc 
as the poem itfelf. Take fome examples of it, in 
the defcription of the fun in a mourning coach 
upon the death of .Queen Mary. 

f See Phoebus now, as once for Phaeton, 

Has mafk'd his face •, and put deep mourning on ; 

Dark clouds his fable chariot do furround. 

And the dull ftccds ftalk o'er the melancholy round. 

Of Prince Arthur's foldiers drinking. 

J While rich burgundian wine, and bright champaign. 
Chafe from their minds the terrors of the main, 

• Jofephus^ tranflated by Sir Roger L'Eftrangc, f Amb. 

Philips. I Pr. Arthur, p. 16. 

whence 
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virhence we alfo leitn, that burgundy and chan^- 
paign make a man on fhore defpife a ftorm at fea* 

Of the Almightyehcamping.hu regiments. 

* He funk a vaft capacious deep. 

Where he his liquid regiments does keep* 
Thkher the' waves file bff, and make their way 
To form the mighty body of the fea ; 
Where they encamp, and in their ftation ftand. 
Entrenched in works of tock, and lines of fand. 

Of two armies on the point of engaging* 

t Yon* armies are the cards which both muft play i 
At leaft come off a faver, if you may: 
Throw boldly at the fum the gods have fet ; 
Thefe on your fide will all their fortunes bet. 

All perfeftly agreeable to the prefent cuftoms aiid 
beft fafhions of our metropolis. 

But the principal branch of the alamode, is the 
t^RURiENT ; a ftyle greatly advanced and honour- 
ed of late by tlie pradice of perfons of the firft 
quality } and) by the encouragement of the ladies, 
not unfuccefsfuUy introduced even into the draw- 
ing-room. Indeed its iticredible pirogfefs and con- 
quefts may be compared to thofe of the great Se- 
foftris, and are every where known by the fame 
-marks,' the images of the genital parts of men or 
Women. It confifts wholly of metaphors drawn 
from two mbft fruitful fources or fprings, the veigr 
bathos of the human body, that is to fay * * * 

♦ Blackm. Pf. civ. p. 261. f Lee, Sopbon. 

Vol. XVIL E aud 
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and ^ * * * * hiatus mqgnus lachrymahilis 
* * * * And felling of bargains, and double 
entendre, and KiCCsp/o-jttc^ ahd ^OXS^iiX^ia-fios^ all 
derived from the faid fources. 

4. The Finical Style, 

which confifts of the moft curious, affefted, min- , 
cing metaphors, and partakers of the alamode : as 
the following : 



} 



Of a brook dried by the fun. 

♦ Won by the fummcr's importuning ray, 
Th* eloping ftream did from her channel ftray. 
And with enticing fun-beams dole away. 

Of an eafy death. 

f When watchful death (hall on his harveft look. 
And fee thee, ripe with age, invite the hook ; 
He'll gently cut thy bending ftalk, and thee 
Lay kindly in the grave, his granary. 

Of trees in a ftorm. 

J Oaks, whofe extended arms the winds defy. 

The tempcft fees their ftrength, and fighs, and pafles by- 

Of water fimmering over the fire. 

§ The fparkling flames raife water to a fmile. 

Yet the plcas'd liquor pines, and leffcns all the while. 

5. Lastly, I fhall place the Cumbrous, which 
moves heavily under a load of metaphors, and 

• Blackm. Job, p. 26. + Ibid. p. 23. J Dean. } 

^ Anon. Tonf. Miic. Part 6. p. 224.. | 

dravrsl 
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draws after it a-long tyain of words: and the 
Buskin, or ftatdfyi frequently and with great fe- 
licity mixed with the former. For, as the firft is 
the proper engine to deprefs what is high, fo is the 
fecond to raife what is bafe and low to a ridiculous 
vifibility. .When both thefe can be done at once, 
^ then is the bathos in pcrfe<3:ion ; as when a man is 
nfet with his head downward and his breech upright, 
his degradation is complete : one end of him is as 
high as ever, only that end is the wrong one. Will 
not every true lover of the profund, be delighted 
to behold the moft vulgar and low adions of life, 
exalted in the following manner ? 

Who knocks at the door ? 

For whom thus rudely pleads my Ioud«tonguM gatei 
That he may enter ? 

See who is there ? 

• Advance the fringed curtains of thy eyes. 
And tell me who comes yonder. 

J Shut the door. 

The wooden guardian of our privacy 
Quick on its axle turn» 

Bring my cloaths. 

Bring me what nature, taylor to the bear. 
To man himfclf deny'd •, (he gave mc cold. 
But would not give me cloaths. 

• Temp. 

E 3 
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Light the fire 

Bring forth fome remnant of Prqpiethean theft. 
Quick to expand th* inclement air, congeard 
By Boreas's rude breath. 

Snuff the candle. 

Yon' luminary amputation needs, «« 

Thjus Ihall you fave its half-extinguifh'd life. 

Open the letter, 
f Wax ! render tip thy traft. 

Uncork the bottle, and chip the bread. 

Apply thine engine to the fpungy door : 
Sec B.acchus from his glafly prifon free. 
And ftrip white Ceres of her nut-brown coat. 

CHAP. XIII. 

jlpruje£l for the advancement of the bathes. 

THUS have I (my ^ear countrymen) with 
incredible pains and diligence difcovered the 
hidden fources of the bathos, or, as I may fay, 
broke open the abyffes of this great deep. And 
having iiow eftabliflied good and wholefome laws, 
what remains, but that all true moderns with their 
utmofl might do proceed to put the fame in exe- 
cution? in order whereto, I think I Ihall, in the i 
fecond place, highly deferve of my country, by 
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propofing fuch a fcheme, as may facilitate this 
great end. 

As our number is confeffedly far fuperior ta that 
of the enemy, there feems nothing wanting but 
unanimity among ourfelves. It is therefore hum- 
bly offered, that all, and every individual of the 
bathos, do enter into a firm afTociation, and incor- 
"^porate into one regular body, whereof every mem- 
ber, even the meanefl, will fome way contribute to 
the fupport of the whole ; in like manner, as the 
weakefl reeds, when joined in one bundle, be- 
come infrangible. To which end, our art ought 
to be put upon the fame foot with other arts of this 
age. The vaft improvement of modern manufac- 
tures, arifeth from their being divided into feveral 
\ branches, and parcelled out to feveral trades : for 
inflance, in clock-making one artift makes the ba- 
lance, another the fpring, another the crown- 
wheels, a fourth the cafe, and the principal work-* 
man puts ajl together ; to this oeconomy we owe 
the perfection of our modern watches, and doubt- 
lefs we alfo might that of our modern poetry and 
rhetoric, were the feveral parts branched out in the 
like manner. , 

Nothing is more evident than that divers perfons, 
no other way remarkable, have each a flrong dif- 
ppfition to the formation of fome particular trope 
or figure. Ariftotle faith, that " the hyperbole is 
" an ornament fit for young men of quality;'' ac- 
cordingly we find in thofe gentlemen a wonderful 
' propenfity toward it, which is marvelloufly im- 
proved by travelling. Soldiers aUg and fcamen are 

E 3 very 
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very happy in the fame figure. The periphrafis, 
or circumlocution, is the peculiar talent of country 
farmers ; the proverb and apologue, of old men at 
clubs ; the ellipfis, or fpeech by half-words, of mi- 
nifters and politicians ^ the apofiopefis of courtiers ; 
the litotes, or diminution, of ladies, .whifperer§, 
and backbiters ; and the anadiplofis of commcrt/" 
criers and hawkers, who by redoublings the fame 
words perfuade people to buy their oyfters, green 
haftings, or new ballads. Epithets may be found 
in great plenty at Billingfgate ; farcafm and irony 
learned upon the water; and the ep iphonema, or 
exclamation, frequently from the bear-garden, ancj 
as frequently from the hear him of the houfe of 
commons. 

Now each man, applying his whole time and gc-e 
nius upon his particular figure, would doubtlefs at- 
tain to pcrfedion ; and when each became incor- 
porated and fworn into the fociety (as hath been 
propofed) a poet or orator would have no more to 
do, but to fend to the particular traders in each 
kind ; to the metaphorift, for his allegories ; to the 
fimile-maker, for his comparifons ; to the ironift, 
for his farcafms ; to the apfethegmatift for his fen- 
tences, Esfr. whereby a dedication or fpeech would 
be compofed in a moment, the fuperior artift hav- 
ing nothing to do but to put together all the ma* 
terials. 

I therefore propofe, that there be contrived with 
ill convenient difpatch, at the public expence, a 
rhetorical cheft of drawers confiding of three fto- 
ries J the higheft for the deliberative, the middle for 

the 
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the demonftrative, and the loweft for the judicial. 
Thefe fhall be divided into loci or places, being re- 
pofitories for matter and argument in the feveral 
kinds of oration or writing ; and every drawer fhall 
again be fubdivided into cells, refembling thofe of 
cabinets for rarities. The apartment for peace or 
^ war, , and that of the liberty of the prefs, may in a 
very few days be filled with feveral arguments per- 
fectly new ; and the vituperative partition will as 
eafily be replenifhed with a mofl choice coUeftion, 
entirely of the growth and manufadure of the 
prefent age. Every compofer will foon be taught 
the ufe of this cabinet, and how to manage all the 
regiflers of it, which will be drawn out much in 
the manner of thofe in an organ. 

The keys of it mufl be kept in honefl hands, by 
fome reverend prelate, or valiant officer, of un- 
queflioned loyalty and afFedion to every prefent 
eftablifhment in church and flate; which will fuf- 
liciently guard againft any mifchief, that might 
otherwife be apprehended from it. 

And being lodged in fuch hands, it may be at 
difcretion let out by the day to feveral great orators 
in both houfes: from whence it is to be hoped 
much profit and gain will alfo accrue to our fo- 
ciety. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Ji$nv t6 make dedications^ panegyrics or fatireSj and of the 
colours of honourable and dijhonourable^ 

NOW of what necefRty the foregoing project 
may .prove, will appear from this lingIe<:on-*/" 
fideration, that nothing is of equal confequence to 
the fuccefs of our workfi, as fpeed arid difpatch. 
Great pity it is that folld brains are not like other 
folid bodies, conftantly endowed with a velocity in 
finking proportioned to their heavinefs; for it is 
with the flowers of the bathos, as with thofe of 
nature, which if the careful gardener brings not 
haftily to market in the morning, muft unprofitably 
periih and wither before night. And of all our 
produdions none is fo fhort-lived as the dedication 
^nd panegyric, which are often but the praife of a 
day, an^ become by the nex;t utterly ufelefs, im-^- 
proper, indecent, . and falfe. This is the more to 
be lamented, inafrauch as thefe two are the forts^ 
whereon in a manner, depends that profit, which 
muft ftill be remembered tP be the main end of our 
jvriters and fpeakers* 

We ftiail therefore employ this chapter in fhew- 
ing the qiiickeft method of compofmg them ; after 
which we will teach a ftiort way to epic poetry. 
And thefe being confefledly the works of moft im- 
portance and difliculty, it is prefumed we may 
leave the reft to each author's own learning or 
pra^ice. 

Firft 
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Firft of panegyric. Every man is honourable, 
who is fo by law, cuftom, or title. The public 
are better Judges of what is honourable, than pri- 
vate men. The virtues of great men, like thofe of 
plants, ?ire. inherent in them whether they are ex- 
erted or hot ; and the more ftrongly inherent, the 
-^efs they are exerted ; as a man is the more rich* 
the lefs he fpends. All great minifters, without 
either private or oeconomical virtue, are virtuous 
by their pofts ; liberal and generous upon the pub-p 
lie money, provident upon public fupplies, juft by 
paying public intereft, courageous and magnani- 
mous by the fleets and armies, magnificent upon 
the public expences, and prudent by public fuccefs^ 
They have by their office a right to a fhare of the 
public flock of virtues ; befides, they are by pre- 
fcription immemorial invefled in all the celebrated 
virtues of their predecefTors in the fame flations, 
efpecially thofe of their own ancefloris. 

As to what a^e commonly called the colours of 
honourable and difhonourable, they are various in 
different countries: in this they are blue, green, 
and red. 

But, forafmuch as the duty we owe to the pub-- 
lie doth often require, that w^ fhould put fome 
things in a flrong light, and throw a fhade over 
others, I fhall explain the method of turning a vi- 
cious man into a hero. 

The firfl and chief rule is the golden rule of 

transformation, which confifls in converting vices 

into their bordering virtues. A man Who is a 

. ijpend-thrift, and will not pay a jufl debt, may 

have 
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have his injuftice tranformed into liberality ; cow- 
ardice may be metamorphofed into prudence ; in- 
temperance into good nature and good fellowfliip • 
corruption into patriotifm j and lewdnefs into ten- 
dernefs and facility. 

The fecond is the rule of contraries : it is cer- 
tain, the lefs a man is indued with any virtue, the 
more need he has to have it plentifully beftowedj^ 
efpecially thofe good qualities, of which the world 
generally believes he hath none at all : for who will 
thank a man for giving him that which he has ? 

The reverfe of thefe precepts will ferve for fa- 
tire ; wherein we are ever to remark, that wholb 
jofes his place, or becomes out of favour with the 
government, hath forfeited his fliare in public - 
praife and honour. Therefore the truly public- 
fpirited writer ought in duty to ftfip him, whom 
the government hath ftripped ; which is the real 
poetical juftice of this age. For a full colledtion of 
topicks and epithets to be ufed in the praife and 
difpraife of minifterial and unminifterial perfons, 1 
refer to our rhetorical cabinet ; concluding with an 
earneft exhortation to all my brethren, to obferve 
the precepts here laid down, the negle£t of which 
hath coft fome of them their ears in a pillory, 

CHAP. XV. 

A receipt to make an epic poem, 

AN epic poem, the critics agree, is the greateft . ] 
work human nature is capable of. They 
have already laid down many mechanical rules for 

compoiitions 
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compofitions of this fort, but at the fame time they 
cut off almoft all undertakers from the poffibility of 
ever performing them ; for the firft qualification 
they unanimoufly require in a poet, is a genius. I 
fhall here endeavour (for the benefit of my coun- 
trymen) to make it manifeft, that epic poems may 
-^e made without a genius, nay without learning or 
much reading. This muft neceflarily be of great 
ufe to all thofe, who confefs they never read, and 
of whom the world is convinced they never learn. 
Moliere obferves of making a dinner, that any man 
can do it with money, and if a profefled cook cannot 
do it without, he has his art for nothing : the fame 
may be faid of making a poem, it is eafily brought 
about by him that has a genius, but the fkill lies in 
doing it without one. In purfuance of this end, I 
fliall prefent the reader with a plain and certain 
recipe, by which any author in the bathos may be 
qualified for this grand performance. 

For the Fable. 
Take out of any old poem, hiftory-book, ro- 
mance, or legend (for inftance, Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth or Don Belianis of Greece) thofe p*f ts of 
the ftory which afford mofl fcope for long ddicrip- 
tions : put thefe pieces together, and throwall the 
adventures you fancy into one tale. Then tafce a 
hero, whom you may choofe.Cor the found of ^his 
name, and put him into the midfl of thefe adven- 
tures : there let him work for twelve books ; at the 
end of which you may take him out, ready, pre- 
pared to conquer or to marry : it being n^cdTarjr 
tl^at the conclufion of an epic poem be fortunate. 

To 

/ 
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To make an Episode. 

Take any remaining adventm-e of. your former 
coUeftion, in which you could no way involve 
your hero: or any unfortunate accident, that was 
too good to be thrown away ; and it will be of 
ufe, applied to any otlier perfon, who may be lolV^ 
and evaporate in the courfe of the work, without 
the leaft damage to the compofition. 

For the Moral and Allegory. 

Thefe you may extradi out of the fable after- 
wards, at your leifure : be fure you ftrain them 
fufficiently. ! 

For the Manners. 

For thofe of the hero, take all the heft qualities 
you can find in the moll celebrated heroes of anti- 
quity : if they will not be reduced to a confiftency, 
lay them all on a heap upon him. But be fure 
they are qualities, which your patron would be 
thought to have ; - and to prevent any miftake, 
which the world may be fubje£t to, fele£k from the 
alphabet thbfe capital letters that compofe his name, " 
and fet them at the head of a dedication before 
your poem. However, do not abfolutely obferve 
the exadt quantity of thefe virtues, it not being de- 
termined whether or not it be neceflary for the 
hero of a poem to be an honeft man. For the 
under charaders, gather them from Homer and 
Virgil, and change the names as occafion fcrves. 

3 Fw 
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For the Machines. ' 

Take of deities, male and female, as many as 
you can ufe : - feparate them into two equal parts, 
and keep Jupiter in ihe middle ; let Jttnp put him 
in a ferment, and Venus mollify him. Remember 
on all occafions to make ufe of volatile Mercury, 
^If you have need of devils, draw them out of Mil- 
ton's Paradife, and extra<3: your fpirits from TafTo. 
The ufe of thefe machines is evident ; fince no 
epic poem can poflibly fubfifl without them, the 
wifeft way is to refcrve them for your greatefl ne- 
ceflities : when you cannot ej^tricate your hero by 
any human means, or yourfelf by your own wit, 
feek relief from heaven, and the Gods will do your 
bufinefs very readily. This is according to the di- 
rect prefcription of Horace in bis art of poetry. 

Nee dcus interfit, nili dignus vindicc nodus 
Incident. 

That is to fay, a poet fhould never call upon the 
Gods for their ailrftance, b«t when he is in great 
perplexity. 

For the Decshiptions. 

For a tempefi. Take eurus, zephyr, aufter and 
boreas, and cafl them together in one verfe : add 
to thefe of rain, lightning and thunder (the loudeft 
you can) quantum fufficit. Mix your clouds and bil- 
lows well together till they foam, and thicken 
your defcription here and there with a quick-fand. 
Brew your tempeft well in your head, before yoti 
iet it a blowing. 

Ferr 
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For a battle. Pick a large ' quantity of images 
and defcriptions from Homer^s Iliad, with a fpice or 
two of Virgil, and if there remain any overplus, 
you may lay them by for a flcirmifh. Seafon it 
well with fmiiles, and it will make an excellent 
battle. 

For a burning town. If fuch a defcription be 
necelTary (becaufe it is certain there is one in Vir- 
'gil) ojd Troy is ready burnt to your hands. But 
if you fear that would be thought borrowed, a 
chapter or two of Bumet*s theory of the confla- 
gration, well circumftanced and done into verfe, 
will be a good fuccedaneum. 

As for fimiles and metaphors, they may bie found 
all over the creation j the moft ignorant may ga- 
ther them, but the difficulty is in applying them* 
For this advife with your bookfeller. 

CHAP. XVI. 

jtfrojeif for tie advancement of tbeftage. 

IT may be thought that we ihould not wholly 
omit the drama, which makes fo great and fo 
lucrative a part of poetry. But this province is fo 
well, taken care of by the prefent managers of the 
theatre, that it is perfedUy needlels to fuggelt to 
them any other methods than they have already 
prad:ifed for the advancement of the bathos. 

Here therefore, in the name of all our brethren^ 
let me return our fmcere and humble thanks to the 
moft auguft Mr. Barton Booth, the moft ferene 
Mr. Roben WUks, and the moft undaunted Mr. 

CoUey 
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CoUey Gibber ; of whom let it be known, when 
the people of this age fhall be anceftors, and to all 
the fucceffion of our fucceffors, that to this prefent 
day they continue to out-do even their own out- 
doings ; and when the inevitable hand of fweeping 
time fhall have bruflied off all the works of to-day^ 
may this teftimony of a contemporary critic to their 
*fame be extended as far as to-morrow. 

Yet if to fo wife an adminiftration it be poilible 
any thing can be added, it is that more ample and 
comprehenfive fcheme which Mn Dennis and Mn 
Gildon (the two grfeateft critics and reformers then 
living) made public in the year 1720, in a pr*je<3: 
figned with their names, and dated the 2d of Fe- 
bruary.. I cannot better conclude than by prefent- 
ing the reader with the fubftance of it. 

1. It is propofed, that the two theatres be incor-^ 
porated into one company j that the royal academy 
of mufick be added to them as an orcheftra ; and 
that Mr. Figg with his prize-fighters, ^and Violante 
with the rope-dancers, be admitted in partnerihip. 

2. That a fpacious building be erected at the 
public expence, capable of containing at leaft ten 
thoufand fpedtators; which is become abfolutely nQ- 
ceflary by the great addition of children and nurfes 
to the audience, fmce the new entertainments. 
* That there be a flage as large as the Athenian, 
which was near ninety thoufand geometrical paces 
fquare, and feparate divifions for the two houfes of 
parliament, my lords the judges, the honourable 

* Pantomimes were then firll exhibited in England^ 



/ 



64 MARTlluS SCRIBLERUS 

tjie direSors of the aeademy, and the court of al- 
dermen, who fliall all have their places frank. 

3. If Weftminfter-hall be hot allotted to this 
fervice (which by reafon of its proximity to the 
two chambers of parliament above mentioned feems 
not altogether improper) it is left to thewifdom 
of the nation whether Somerfet-houfe may hot be f 
demolifhed, and a theatre built upon that fite*, 
which lies convenient to receive fpedlators from the 
county of Surrey, who may be wafted thither by 
water-carriage, efteemed 'by all projedors the 
cheapeft whatfo^ver. To this may be added, that 
the river Thames may in the readieft manner con- 
vey thofe eminent perfonages from courts beyond 
the feas, who may be drawn either by curiofity to 
behold fome of our moft celebrated pieces, or by 
afFedtion to fee their countrymen, the harlequins 
and eunuchs ; of which convenient notice may be 
given, for two or three months before, in the pub- 
lic prints. 

4. That the theatre abovefaid be environed with 
a fair quadrangle of buildings, fitted for the accom- 
modation of decayed critics and poets ; out of 
whom fix of the moft aged (their age to be com- 
puted from the year wherein their firft work was 
publiftied) fhall be elected to manage the affairs of 
the fociety, provided neverthelefs that the laureat 
for the time being may be always one. The head 
or prefident over all (to prevent difputes, but tod 
frequent among the learned) (hall be the moft an-- 
cient poet and critic to be found in the whole 
ifland. 

5- The 
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J. The male-playets face to be lodged in the gar- 
tetfi of the faid quadrangle, and to attend the per- 
fofts o5Fthe poets dwelling under them, bybrufhing 
their apparel^ drawing on their flioeS| and the like. 
The adrefles are to make their beds and wafh their 
linen. 

6. A large roonv fliall be fet apart for a library, 
* to confift of all the modern dramatick poems, and 

all the criticifihs extant.^ In the midft of this room 
(hall be a round table for the council pf fix to fit 
and deliberate on the merits of plays. The majo- 
rity fhall determine the difpute j and if it (hould 
happen, that three and three fliouW be of each fide, 
the prefident ftiall have a cafting voice, unlefs where 
the contention may run fo high as to require. a de-^ 
cifion by fingle combat* 

7. It may be convenient to place the council of 
fix in fome confpicuous Ctuation in the theatre, 
where, after the manner ufually pradifed by com-* 
pofers in mufick, they may give figns (before fet- 
tled and agreed upon) of diflike or approbation. 
In confequence of thefe figns the whole audience 
ftiall be required to clap or hifs, that the town ipay 
learn certainly, when and how far they ought to 
be pleafed. 

8. It is fubmitted, whether it would not be pro- 
per to dif^inguifti the council of fix by fome parti- 
cular habit or gown of an honourable fliape- and 
colour, to which may be added a fquare cap- and a., 
white wand. 

9. That to prevent unmarried adrefles mak'nj 
away with their infants, a compeicnt provifion be al* 

Vol. XVII. f ^ lowe4 
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lowed" for the nurture of them, who fhall for that 
reafon be deemed the children of the fociety ; and 
that they may be educated according to the genius 
of their parents, the faid adbreffes fhall declare upon 
oath (as far as their memory will allow) the true 
names and qualities of their feveral fathers. A pri- 
vate gentleman^s fon fhall at the public expence be 
brought up a page to attend the council of fix ; a ^ 
more ample provifion fhall be made for the fon of 
a poet ; and a greater flill for the fon of a critic. 

10. If it be difcovered, that any adrefs is got 
wifh child during the interludes of any play, 
wherein fhe hath a part, it fhall be reckoned a ne- 
gteGt of her bufinefs, and fhe fhall forfeit accord- 
ingly. If any ador for the future fhall commit 
murder, except upon the ftage, he fhall be left to 
the laws of the land ; the like is to be underflood 
of robbery and theft. In all other cafes, particu- 
larly in thofe for debt, it is propofed that this, like 
tiie other courts of Whitehall and St. James's, may 
be held a place of privilege. And whereas it has 
been found, that an obligation to latisfy paltry cre- 
ditors has been a diicoufagement to men of letters, 
if any perfon of quality or others fhall fend for any 
poet or critic of this fociety lo any remote quarter 
of the town, the faid poet or critic fhall freely pafs 
and repafs, without being liable to an arreft. 

I !• The forementioned fcheme, in its feveral re- 
gulations, may be fupported by profits ariling from 
every third-night throughout the year. And as it 
would be hard to fiippofe, that fo many perfons 1 
could live without any food (though from the for-^ | 

^ mcr 
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mcr courfe of their lives a very little will be deemed 
fufficient) the mafters of calculation will, we be- 
lieve, agree, that- out of thofe profits the faid per- 
fons might be fubfifted in a fober and decent man- 
ner. We will venture to affirm farther, that not 
only the proper magazines of thunder and light- 
ning, but paint, diet-drinks, fpitting pots, and all 
other neceflaries of life," may in like manner fairly 
be provided for. 

12. If fome of the articles may at firft view 
feem liable to objeiSHons, j^articularly thofe that 
^give fo vaft a power to the council of fix (which is 
indeed larger than any entrufted to the great of-' 
ficers of ftate) this may be obviated by fwearing . 
thofe fix perfons of his^ majefty's privy council,, 
and obliging them to pafs every thing of tooment 
previoufly at that mofl: honourable board. 
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MARTINI SCRIBLERI 

SUMMI CRITICI, 

CASTIGATIONUM IN J^SIEIDEM 

S P E C i M E N. 

JEneidem totam, amice ledor^ innumerabifibus 
poene mendis fcaturientem, ad priftinum fenfum 
revocabimus. In fingulis fere verfibus fpurias 
occurrunt lediones, in omnibus quos unquam 
vidi codicibus, aut vulgatis aut inedids, ad op- 
probrium ufque criticorum, in hunc diem exif- 
tentes. Interea adverte oculos, & his paucis 
fruere. At fi quae fiiit in hifce caftigationibusrfe 
quibus non fatis liquet, fyllabarum quantitates, 
^foXeyofAevx noftra librb ipfi praefigenda, lit con- 
fulasy moneo. 

L SPECIMEN LIBRI PRIMI, Ver. I. 

ARMA virumque cano, Trojae^ qui primus ab 
oris 
Italiam, jfato profugus, Lavinaque vcnit 
Litora. Multum iUe & tmis jaffatus & alto, 

Vi fuperum 

F 3 Arma 

/ 
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Arma virumque cano, Tr6jae qui primus ab arts 
Italian^, \flatu profugus,^ latinaque venit 
Littora. Multum ille & terns vexafus^ & alto 

Vi fuperum ^ 

Ab aris^ nempe Her cat Jovis^ vide lib. ii. vcr. 

512, ^^o.—Jlatu ventotum Moli^ ut feqiiitur — 

latma certe littora cum Mneas aderat, lavina non 

niii poftea ab ipfo nomins^ta, lib. xiL ver. 193.— 

jaSiatus terrts non convenit. 

IL Ver* 52. 

Et quifquis numen yunonis adoret ? 
Et quifquis nomen yunonis adoret ? 
Longe melitis, quam ut ante*, numen & procul- 
dubio fie Virgilius. 

III. Ver. 86. 

Venti^ velut agminefa£h^ 
Qua data porta ruunt ^ 

Venti, vthxt aggere fraSlOy ^ 

Qua data porta ruunt — — » • 
Sic corrige,^ meo periculo,;: 

IV. Ver. 117* 
Fldumque vehebat Orontem. 
Forlemque vehebat Qrqntem : 

" Non Jidum^ quia Epitheton Achate^ notiffimum 
X)ronti nunquam datur. 

V. VE|t. 119. 

Excutitur, pronufque magijier 
Volvitur in caput-! — r- 

1^ ir . Excutitur ; 

\ 
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Excutitur : pronufque magis ter 

Volvitur in caput 

Aio Virgilium aliter non fcripfifle, quod plane 
confirmatur ex fequentibus-^— --r^ ilium ter jftu&us 
ibidem torquet 

VI. VeR, 122, 

Apparent rari naxites in gurgite vafta 

Arma virum 

Armi hominum : ridicule antea arma virum^ qu3B, 
ex ferro conflata, quo-modo poffunt natarc ? 

VIL Ver. 151. 
Atque xoi\%/ummas leviter perlabitur undas. 
Atque xqiCl^ /pumas leviter perlabitur udas. ' 

Summas^ & leviter perlabi^ pleonafmus eft v mirifice 
altera ledio Neptuni agilitatem & cderitatem ex* 
primit ; fimili modo nofter de Camilla, Ea\. xi, 

Ilia vel intaEta fegetis per fumma volar et^ &c, 
hyperbolice. 

VIIL Ver. 154. 

Jamque faces & faxa volant, furot arma miniJlraU 
Jsim Jaces & faxa volant, fugiuntque minijiri : 
uti folent, inftanti periculo — Faces facibus longe 
praeftant, quid enim nifi faeces ja6l;arent vulgus 
fordidum ? 

IX. Ver. 170. 
Fronte fub zAvt'Az.fcopulis pendentibus antrum, 
Intus aquae dulces, vivoque fedilia faxo. 
Fronte fub adverfa populis prandcntibui antrum* , 

F 4 Sic 
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Sic malim, longe potius quafn feopulis pendens 
tihus : nugae ! nonne videe v^rfu fiequenti dukes 
aqsiaf ad potandum is: Jedilia ad difcumbenduin 
dari ? in quorum ufum ?• (^v^^t prandtntwm^ 

X, Ver, i88, 

Tres littore cervos 
Profpicit errantes : lio$ tota armenta &quuiituf 
A tergor— — 

Tres littore c^rvoi 
Afpicit errante^ : ho^ agmlna iofa jTequuntur 
Atergo — r- 

Cerviy ledio vulgata, abfurditas notiffima : haec 
animalia in Africa non inventa, quis nefcit? at 
tnotus & ambulandi ritus corvorum, quis non ag^ 
novit hoc ipQo ? littore^ locus ubi errant corvi, uti 
jiofter alibi, 

Etfola in Jiccaftcumfpatiatur arena. 
Omen prgeclariflimum, immo & agminibus militum 
frequenter obferyatum, ut patet ex hiftoricis. 

XL Ver. 748, 
Ardlurum, pluviafque Hyades, geminofque Triones 
Error graviffimus. Qorxigo^^^eptmque Triones. 

XIL Ver. 631. 
Qrare agite, O juvenes, teiiis fuccedite noftris, 
Le£Iis potius dicebat Dido, polita magis oratione, 
& quae unica voce & toruni & menfam exprir 
mebat : Hanc ledionem probe confirmat appellatio 
Ojuvenes / Duplicem hunc fenfum alibi etiam Mara 
lepide innuit, Mn. iv. ver. 19. 

Huic 
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Huic uni forfan potlii fucciimbere culia : 

Anna! fateborcniffi 

Sic corriges^ 

Huicuni [virQ iciJL] potui fuccumbere culpast 

Anna ? fatebor enixn, ttc^ 

Yom fuccvmberc quam cieganter ambigua! 

LIBER SECUNDUS. Ver. I. 

CONTICUERE omnes, intentique ora tenebant^ 
Inde toro pater Mnt?L^ fic orfus ab alto. 
Concubuere omnes, intentique ora tenebant j 
Inde tor6 fatur -^neas fic orfus ab alto. 

Concubuere^ quia toro -£neam vidimus accumben- 
tern : quin et altera ratio, fcil. conticuere & ora te^ 
nebanty tautologice didum. In mannfcripto per^ 
quan^ rariflimo in patris mfufep, legitur, ore geme^ 
bant ; fed magis ingeniofe quam vere. Satur -^neas, 
quippe qui jamjama prandio furrexit : pater nihil 
ad rem^ 

IT. Ver. 3. 
Jnfandum^ regina, jubes renbvare dolorem. 
Infantum^ regina, jubes renovare dolorem. 
Sic baud dubito vcterrimis codicibus fcriptuni 
fuifle : quod fatis conftat ex perantiqua ilia Bri-? 
tannorum cantilena vocata Chevy Cbace^ cujus autor 
hunc locum fibi afcivit in haec verba, 
^be child may rue that is unborn^ 

III. Ver. 4. 
Trojanas ut opes^ & lamentabile reguum 
Eruerint Danax, 

2 Tl0^9C&SA 
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Trojanas ut oves & lamentabile regnum 

Diruerint. 

Mallem oves potius quam opes^ quonlam in anti- 
quifSmis illb tcmporibus oves & armenta divitiag 
regum fuere. Vel fortafle oves Paridis innuit, quas 
fuper Idam nupcrrime pafcebat, & jam in vin- 
diftam pro Helens raptu, a Menelao, Ajace [vid. 
Hor. Sat. ii* 3.] aliifque ducibus, merito occifas* 

IV.Ver. 5. 

Quaeque ipfe mtferrima vidi^ 
Et quorum pars magna fiii. ^ 

Quaeque ipfe miferrimus audi^ 

Et quorum pars magna fui 

Omnia tam audita quam vifa reda diftindtione 
^cnarrare hic-ffineas profitetur: multa quorum nox 
ea-&talis fola confcia fuit, vir probus & pius tan* 
quam vifa referre non potuit. 

V. Ver. 7. 
Quis X.2X\2l fando 
Temperet a lacrymis ? 
Quis XsX\2iJlendo^ 
Temperet in lachrymis ? 

Major enim doloris indicatio, abfque modo la*- . 
chrymare, quam fblummodo a lachrymis non tern- 
' pcrare. 

VI. Ver. 9. 

Et jam nox humida coelb 
Praecipitat, fuadentque cadtntia- fydera fomnos* 

Et jam nox lumina coelo 
Praecipitat, fuadentque latentia fydera fomnos* 

Le^o, humida^ vefpertinum rorem folum in- 
jauer€ videtur : magis mi arridet Lumina^ quae la^ 

^ tentia 
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tentla poftquam pracipitofltury Aurorse adveAtum 
annunciant.^ . 

Sed fi tantus amor cafus cognofcere nofiros^ ^ 

Et br€h)itef Trojse, fupremum audire laborem. 
Sed fi tantus amor curas cognofcere nodfis^ ^ 

Et breve ter Tvoy^ fuperumque audire labores. 

Cura NeSis (fcilicet noftis excidii Trojani) magxs 
compendiofe (vel ut dixit ipfe breviter) totam 
belli cataftrophen denotat, quam difFufa ilia & in- 
determinata ledtio, cafus nojiros. Ter audire gra^ 
_ turn fuiffe Didoni, patet ex libro quarto, ubi dicitur, 
Iliacofque, iterum demens audire labores expofcit : Ter 
enifti ^xofape ufurpatur. Troja^ fuperHmque Uh 
boresy rede, quia non tantum homines fed & Dii 
{oit his laboribus immifcuerunt^ 'Vide ^n. ii. ven 
610, etc. 
Quanquam animus meminifle hOTret, luSluquerC'- 

Incipiam.— — 

Quanquam animus meminifle horret, lu&ufque re^ 
furgit. 
Refurgit multo proprius dolorem renafcentem 
notat, quam ut hadtenus, refugit. 

VIL Ver. 19^ 

I Fradll bello, fatifque repulfi 

Duftores Danaum, tot jam labentibus annis 
Inftar montis Equiim^ divina Palladis arte 

^dificant etc. 

TraBi bello, fatifque repulfi. 

Tra£ti &c repulft^ antithefis peipulchra ! fraEti^ 
firigide & vulgariten 

t ' £quum 
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Equant jam Trq/anum (utTulgus loquitur) adea:^ 
mus ; quern fi equam Gracam vocabis, ledor, mi- 
nime pecccs : Solas enim femellse utero geflant# 
Utermnque armato milite complent — Uteroque rr- 
eujfo Infonuere cava-^Atque utero fonitum quater 
arma dedere-'-'-'^-^IncIufos utero Danaos^ &c. Vox 
Jieta non convenit maribus,— ^c^iW// fetalis ma^ 

china murosy Foeta armis Palladem virginem, 

cquo mari fabricando invi^lare decuiffe, quis putat? 
et incredibile prorfus ! Quamobrem exiftimo veram 
equa le^tionem pailim reftituendam, niii ubi forte^^ 
metri caufla, equum potius quam equam^ gentu pro 
Jixu^ dixit Maro» Vale ! dum hasc paucula cor«^ "^ 
rige^s majus opus moveo. 
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Written to the moft Learned Dr. 1- F. R. S. from? 

theDefertsof Nubia. 

AMONG all the enquiries which have been 
purfued by the curious and inquifitive^ there 
is none more worthy the fearch of a learned head,, 
than the fource from whence we derive thofe artS 
and fciences which raife us fo far above the vulgar^ 
the countries in which they rbfe, and the channels 
by which they have been conveyed. As thofe, wha 
fi^ft brought them among us, attained them by tra- 
velling into the remoteft parts' of the earth, I may 
boaft of fome advantages by the fame means j fince 
I write this from the deferts . of ^Ethiopia, from 
thofe plains of fand, which have buried the pride 
of invading armies, with my foot perhapa at this 
inflant ten fathom over the grave of Cambyfes ; a 
folitude to which neither Pythagoras nor Apollonius 
ever penetrated* 

It 
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It is univerfally agreed, that arts and fciences 
were derived to us from the -Egyptians and In- 
dians ; but from whom they firft received them, is 
yet a fecret. . Thchighefl: period of time, to which 
the learned attempt to trace them, is the beginning 
of the Aflyrian monarchy, when their inventors 
were worlhipped as Gods. It is therefore neceflary 
to go backward into times even more remote, and 
to' gain fome knowledge of their hiftory, from 
whatever dark and broken hints may any way be 
found in ancient authors concerning them. 

N[0): Troy nor Thebes were the firft of empires j 
we have mention, though not hiftories, of an ear-" 
lier warlike people called the Pygmaeans. I cannot 
but perfuade myfelf, from thofe accounts in * Ho- 
mer, Ariftotle, 'and others, of their hiftory, wars 
and revolutions^ and from the very air in which 
thofe authors fpeak of them as of things known, 
that they were then a part of the ftudy of the 
learned* • And though all we diredly hear is of 
their military atchievements, in the brave defence 
^of their country from the annual invafions of a 
powerful enemy, yet I cannot doubt, but that they 
excellfed as much m the arts of peaceful govern- 
ment; though there remain no traces of their civil 
inflitutions. Empires as great have been fwallowed 
up in the wreck of time, and fuch fqdden periods 
have been put to them, as occafion a total igno- 
rance of their ftory. And if I Ihould conjedure, 
tihat the like happened to this nation from a general 

• II. iii. Horn, 

extirpatioa 
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extirpation of the people Sy thofe flocks of mon- 
ftrous birds, wherewith antiquity agrees they, were 
continually infefted ; it ought not tp feem more in- 
credible, than that one of the Baleares was wafted 
by rabbits, * Smynthe by mice, and of late f Ber- 
mudas almoft depopulated by rats. Nothing is 
more natural to imagine, than that the f^w furvi^ 
vors of that empire retired into the depths of their 
deferts, where they lived undifturbed, till they were 
found out by Ofiris in his travels to inftrud: 'man- 
kind. ; . 

" He met, fays $ Diodorus, in jflEthiopia a fort 
** of little Satyrs, who were hairy one half of their 
" body, and whofe leader Pan accompanied him 
" in his expedition for the civilizing of mankind.?* 
Now of this great perfonage Pan we have a very 
particular defcription in the ancient writers ; who 
unanimoufly agree to reprefent him ihaggy-bearded, 
hairy all over, half a man and half a besift, and 
walking ere£t with a ftaff, the pofture in which his 
raoe do to this day appear among us. And fince 
the chief thing to which he applied himfelf, was 
the civilizing of mankind, it fhould feem, that the 
firft principles of fcience muft be received from 
that nation, to which -the Gods were by § Homer 
faid to refort twelve days every year, for the con- 
verfation of its wife and juft inhabitants. 

If from ^gypt we proceed to take a view of 
India, we fhall find, that their knowledge alfo de- 
rived itfelf from the fame fourcc. To that country 

• Euftathius in Horn. II. !• f J^pcede, in Bermudas. 

} L. i. ch. 18. Diod. § II. i. 

did 
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did thefe noble creatures accompany Bacchus in his 
expec^ion tinder the eondiidi of Sifemis, who is 
alfo deferihed to us wkh the fame marks and quali- 
fieations. ** Mankind is ignorant, faith * Diodorus, 
^ whence Silenus derived his^ birth, through his 
** great antiqiiity ; but he had a tail on his loins^ 
** as likcwife had all his progeny, in fign of their 
•* defcent." Here then they fetded a colony, 
which to this day fiibfifts ^th the fame tails. From 
thb tim€ they feeto to have communicated tJiem- 
felves only to thofe nien, who retired from the 
cohvcrfe of their own fpecies to a n^Qjne uhinter- 
rupted life of contemplation. I a^m much inclined^^ 
to Befievev that in the midft of thofe folitudes they 
inflituted the fo much celebrated carder of Gymno- 
fbphiftsr For whoever obferves thefcene and man*- 
ner of their Kfe, will eafily find them to have imi- 
tated with all exadneis imaginable the manners 
and cuftoms of their mafters and inftrudors. They 
are faid to dwell in the thickeft woods, to go naked^ 
to fufFer their bodies to be over-run with hair, ^nd 
their nails to grow to a prodigious length, f Plu- 
tarch fays, *' they eat what they could get in the 
*' fields,* their drink was water, and their bed 
*' made of leaves or mofs*" And | Herodotus 
tells us, that they efteemed it a great exploit to kill 
very many ants or creeping things. 

Hence we fee, that the two nations which con- 
tend for the origin of learning, are the fame that 

* Diod. L. iii. ch. 69. 

+ Plutarch in his Orat. on Alexander's fortune, 

I Herodot, L. i. 

have 
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have ever mod abounded with this ingenious race. 
Though they have contefted, which was firft bleft 
with the rife of fcicnce, yet have they conlpired in 
' being grateful to their common mailers, ^gypt is 
fo well known to have worfhiped them of old in 
their own images ; and India may be credibly fup- 
pofed to have done the fame from that adoration, 
which they paid in latter times to the tooth of one 
of thefe h^irj philofophers ; in juft gratitude, as it 
fhould feem, to the mouth, from which they re- 
ceived their knowledge. 

Pafs we now over into Greece : where we find 
Orpheus returning out of -^gypt, with the fame 
intent as Ofiris and Bacchus made their expedir 
tions. From this period it was, that Greece firft 
heard the name of fatyrs, or owned them for^Jr- 
midei. And hence it is furely reafonable to con- 
clude, that he brought forae of this wonderful fpe- 
cies along with him, who alfo had a leader of the 
line of Pan, of the fame name, and exprefly called 
king by * Theocritus. • If thus much be allowed, 
we eafily account for two of the ftrangeft reports 
in all antiquity. One is, that of the beafts follovv- 
ing the mufick of Orpheus ; which has been inter- 
preted of his taming favage tempers, but will thus 
have a literal application. The other, which we 
moft infift upon, is the fabulous ftory of the Gods 
compreffing women in woods under beftial ap- 
pearances ; which will be folved by the love 
thefe fages are known to bear to the females of oiu: 

* m\ "AydS, Theocr. Id. i. 

Vol. XVII. G kind. 
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kind* I am fenfible it may be objedled, that they 
are faid to have been comprefled in the fhape of 
different animals; but to thi^ we anfwer, that 
women under fuch apprehenfions hardly know 
what fhape they have to d[eal with. 

From what jbas been laft faid, it is highly cre- 
dible, that to this ancient and generous race the 
world is indebted, if not for the heroes, at leaft 
for the acutqft wits of antiquity, One of the moft 
remarkable inftances, is that great mimick genius ^ 
^fop, for whofe extradion from thefe fylvejires 
homines we may gather an argument from Planudes, 
who fays, that -^fop fignifies the fame thing as 
^thiop, the original nation of our people. For a 
fecond argument we may offer the defcription of 
his perfon, which was fhort, deformed, and al- 
moft favage j infomuch that he might have lived 
in thq woods, had riot the benevolence of his tem- 
per made him rather adapt himfelf to our manners, 
and come to court in wearing apparel. The third 
proof is his acute and fatyrical wit ; and laftly, his 
great knowledge in the nature of ,beafts, together 
with the natural pleafure he took to fpeak of them 
upon all occafions, 

The next inftance I fhall produce is f Socrates, 
f irft, it wa# a tradition, that he was of an uncom^ 
mon birth from the reft of men : fecond ly, he ha4 
a countenance confefling the line he fprung from, 
teing bald, flat-nofed, with prominent eyes, and a 
4ownward look : thirdly, he turned certain fables 

♦ yit. iEfop. in;tla. f Vid« Plato and Xenophon. 

of 
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.of j^Efop into verfe, probably out of his refpe<ft to 
beafts in general, r^nd love to his family in parti- 
cular. . 

In procefs of time the women, with whom thefe 
Sylvans would have lovingly cohabited, were either 
taught by mankind, or induced by an abhorrence of 
their fliapes, to fhun their embraces ; fo that our 
fages were neceffitated to mix with beafts. This by 
degrees occafioned the hair of their pofterity to 
grow higher than their middles ; it arofe in one ge- 
neration to their arms, in the fecond it. invaded 
their necks, in the third it gained the afcendant of 
their heads, till the degenerate appearance, in which 
the fpecies is now immerfed, became completed. 
Though we muft here obferve, that there were a 
few, who fell not under the common calamity; 
there being fome unprejudiced women in every 
age, by virtue of whom a total extindion of the 
original race was prevented. It is remarkable alfo, 
that even where they were mixed, the defedion 
from their nature was not fo entire, but there ftlll 
appeared marvellous qualities among them, as was 
matiifeft in thofe, who followed Alexander in In- 
dia. How did they attend his army and furvey 
his order ! how did they caft themfelves into the 
fame forms for march or for combat! what an 
imitation was there of all his difcipline ! the an- 
cient true remains of a warlike difpofition, and of 
that conftitution, which they enjoyed, while they 
were yet a monarchy. 

' To proceed to Italy : at the firft appearance of 
' thefe wild philofophers, there were fome of the 

G 2 Icaa 
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lead mixed who vouchfafed to 'Ccnverfe with man-? 
kind ; which is evident frdm thfe name of* Fauns, 
' afando^ or fpeaking. " Such was he, who conning 
out of the woods in hatred to tyranny, encouraged 
the Roman army to proceed agaiiifl: the Hctrufcans, 
who would have reftored Tarquin. But here, as 
in all the wcftern parts of the world, there was a 
great and memorable sera, in which they began to 
be filent. This w^e may place fomething near the 
time of Ariftotle, when the number, vanity, and 
folly of human philofophers encreafed, by which 
men's heads became too much puzzled to receive 
the funpler wifdom of thefe ancient Sylvans ; the 
queftions of that academy were too numerous to be 
confiftent with their eafe to anfwer ; and too intri- 
cate, extravagant, idle, or pernicious, to be any 
other than a derifion and fcorn unto them. From 
this period, if we ever hear of their giving anfwers, 
it is only when caught, bound, and conftrained, in 
like manner as v^as that ancient Grecian prophet, 
Proteus. 

Accordingly we read in f Sylla's time of fuch a 
fhilofopher taken near Dyrrachium, who would 
not be perfuaded to give them a ledure by all they 
could fay to him, and only {hewed his power in 
founds by neighing like a horfe. 

But a more uicccfsful attempt w\^.s made in Aur 
guftus's reign by the inquHitive genius of the great 
Virgil ; vyhpm, together ^viJ-b Wii ub, the commen- 
tators fuppoic to have been, the true perfons, whp 

• Livy. -j- Plutarch, in Vit. Sylla?. 

are 
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are related in the; fixth bucolick to have caught a 
philofoplier, ai\d doubtlefs a genuine one of the 
race of the old Silenus. To prevail upon him to be 
communicative (of the importance of which Virgil 
was well aware) they not only tied him faft, but^ 
allured him likewife by a courteous prefent of a 
comely maiden called iEgle, which made him ling 
both merrily and inftrudively. In this fon^ we 
have their dodtrine of the creation, the fame in all 
probability as was taught fo many ages before in 
the great pygmssan empire, and feveral hierogly- 
phical fables under which they couched or embel- 
liftied their morals. For which reafon I look upon 
this bucolick as an ineftimable treafure of the moft 
ancient fcience. 

In the reign of Conftantine we heaf of another' 
taken in a net, and brought to Alexandria, round 
whom the people £ocked to hear his wifdom ; but 
as Ammianus Marcellinus repdrteth, he proved a 
dumb philofopher ; and only inftruftcd by adion. 

The laft we fhall fpeak of, who feemeth to be of 
the true race, is faid by St. Jfcrome to have met 
St. * Anthony in a defert ; who enquiring the way 
of him, he ihewed his underftanding and courtefy 
by pointing, but would not anfwer, for he was a 
dumb philofopher alfo. 

Thefe are all the notices, which I am at prefent 
able to gather, of the appearance of fo great and 
learned a people on your fide of the world. But 
if we return to their ancient native feats, Africa and 

♦ Vir. St. Ant. 

G 3 India, 
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India, we fliall there find, even in modern times, 
many traces of their original condudt and valour. 

In Africa (as we read among the indefatigable 
Mr. Purchases coUeftions) a body of them, whofe 
leader was inflamed with love for a woman, by 
martial power and flratagem won a fort from the 
Porti\guefe. 

But I muft leave all others at prefent to celebrate 
the praife of two of their unparalleled monarchs in 
Indfa. The one was Perimal the magnificent, a 
prince moft learned and communicative ; to whom 
in Malabar their excefs of zeal dedicated a temple, 
raifed on feven hundred pillars, not inferior in * 
MafFaeus's opinion to thofe of Agrippa in the Pan- 
theon. The other, Hanimant the Marvellous, his 
relation and fucceflbr, whofe knowledge was fo 
great, as made his followers doubt if even that 
wife fpecies could arrive at fuch perfection :. 
and therefore they rather imagined him and his 
race a fort of gods formed into apes. His was the 
tooth which the Portuguefe took in Bifnagar 1559, 
for which the Indians offered, according to f Lin- 
fchotten, the immenfe fum of feven hundred thou- 
fand ducats. Nor let me quit this head without 
mentioning with all due refjped Orang Outang the 
great, the laft of this line ; whofe unhappy chance 
it was to fall into the hands of Europeans. Oran 
Outang, whofe value was not known to us, for he 
was a mute philofopher : Oran Outang, by whofe 
difleftion the learned Dr. Tyfon * has added a con- 

• Miaff, 1. 1. t Linfchot. ch. 44. 

% Dr. Tyfon's Anatomy ofa Pigmy, 410. 
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firmation to this fyftem, from the refemblance be- 
tweea th6 bomofylvejlris^ and our hiiman body, in 
thofe organs by which the ratioilal foiil is ex- 
erted. 

We muft now defceiid to confider this people as 
funk into the hruta natura by their continual com- 
merce with beads. Yet even at this time^ what 
experiments do they not afford us^ of relieving 
fome from the fpleen, and others from impoft- 
humes, by ocCkfioning laughter at proper feaforis ; 
with what readinefs do they enter into the imita-* 
tion of whatever is remarkable in human life ? and 
what furprifing relations have Le Comte * and 
others given of their appetites, adions, concep- 
tions, affeftions, varieties of imaginations^ and 
abilities capable of purfuing them ? If under theit 
prefent low circumftances of birth and breeding, 
and in fo fliort a term of life as is now allotted 
them, they fo far exceed all beafts, and equal 
many men ; what prodigies may we not conceive 
of thofe, who were nati mdioribus annis^ thofe 
primitive, longaeval, and anti-3iluvian man-^tigers, 
who firft taught fcience to the world ? 

This account, which is entirely my own, I am 
proud to imagine has traced knowledge from ai 
fountain correfpondent to feveral opinions of the 
ancients, though hitherto undifcovered both by 
them and the more ingenious moderns. And now 
what fliall I fay to mankind in the thought of this 
great difcovery ? what, but that they fhould abate 

^ Father Le Comte, a jcfuit, in the account of fau travels, 

G 4 o£ 



88 MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS ^ 

of their pride, and confider that the authors of ouF 
knowledge are among the beafts. ..That thefe, who 
were our elder brothers by a day in the creation, 
whofe kingdom (like that in the fcheme of Plato]| 
was governed by philpfophers, who flouriftied with 
learning in iEthiopia and India, are now undiftin- 
guifhed, and known only by the fame appellatioa 
as the man-tiger and the monkey ! 

As to fpeech, I make no queftion, that there are 
remains of the firft and lefs corrupted race in their 
native defcrts, who yet have the power of it. But 
the vulgar reafon given by the Spaniards, " that 
*' they will not fpeak for fear of being fet to 
*' work,'* is alone a fufficient one, confidering how 
exceedingly all other learned perfons afFed: their 
eafe. A fecond is, that thefe cbfervant creatures, 
having been eye-witneffes of the cruelty with which 
that nation treated their brother Indians, find it 
neceflary not to fliov^ themfelves to be men, that 
they may be protected not only from work, but 
from cruelty alfo. Thirdly, they could at beft take 
no . delight to converfe with the Spaniards, whofe 
grave and fuUen temper is fo averfe to that natural 
and open cheerful nefs, which is generally obferved 
to accompany all true knowledge. 

But now were it poflible, that any way could be 
found to draw forth their latent qualities, I cannot 
but think it would be highly ferviceable to the 
learned world both in refpedt of recovering paft 
knowledge, and promoting the future. Might 
there not be found certain gentle and artful me- 
thods, whereby to endear us to them ? Is there no 

9 nation 
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nation in the world, whofe natural turn is adapted 
to engage their fociety, and win them by a fweet 
fimilitude of manners ? Is. there no nation, where 
the men might allure them by a diftinguifliing ci- 
vility, and in a manner fafcinate them by affimi- 
lated motions ? no nation, where the women with 
eafy freedoms, and the gentleft treatment, might 
oblige the loving creatures to fenfible returns of hu- 
manity ? The love I bear my native country prompts 
me to wifh this nation might be Great Bi;itain ; but 
alas ! in our prefent wretched, divided condition, 
how can we hope, that foreigners of fo great pru- 
dence will freely declare their fentiments in the 
midft of violent parties, and at fo vaft a diftance 
from their friends, relations, and country ? the af- 
fedtion I bear our neighbour- ftate, would incline me 

to wifh it were Holland Sed lava in parte ma-- 

milla Nilfaltt Arcadico. It is from France then we 
muft expeftthis reftoration of learning, whofe late 
monarch took the fciences under his protediion, and 
raifed them to fo great a heighth. May we not 
hope their emiflaries will fome time or other have 
inftrudtions, not only to invite learned men into 
their country, but learned beafts, the true ancient 
man-tigers I mean of -/Ethiopia and India ? Might 
not the talents of each kind of thefe be adapted to 
the improvement of the feveral fciences ? the man- 
tigers to inftrudt heroes, ftatefmen, and fcholars ; 
baboons to teach ceremony and addrels to courtiers; 
monkeys, the art of pleafing in converfation, and 
agreeable afFedtations to ladies and their lovers; 
apes of lefs learning, to form comedians and dan- 

cing-mafters ; 
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ting-mafters; and marmofets, court pag^s and 
young Englifh travellers? iBut the diftinguifhiiig of 
each kind, and allotting the prefer bufinefs to 
each, I leave to the inquifitive and ptnetrating 
genius of the jefuits in their relpedtive miffions* 

Vale ^ fruerc. 



ANNUS MIRABILIS: 

OR, 

THE WONDERFUL 

EFFECTS OF THE APPROACHING 

CONJUNCTION OF THE PLANETS 

JUPITER, MARS, AND SATURN. 

By Mart. Scriblerus, Pbilomatb. 

Jn nova fert animus mutatas dicere form&s 
Corpora—^ 



T SUPPOSE every body is fufficiently apprized 
of, and duly prepared for, the famous conjunc-» 
tion to be celebrated the 29th of this inftant De- 
cember 1722, foretold by all the fages of antiquity 
under the name of v the annus mirabilis^ or the me- 
tamorphoftical conjilnftion : a word which denotes 
the mutual transformation of fexes (the efFed: of 
that configuration of the celeftial bodies) the human 
males being to be turned into females, and the hu-^ 
man females into males. 

The Egyptians have^reprefented this great trant 
formation by fev^allignificanthieroglyphics, par- 
ticularly one very remarkable. There are carved 
2 ^ upon 
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upon an obelifk, a barber and a qiidwife ; the 
barber delivers his razor to the midwife, and (he 
her fwaddling-clothes to the barber. Accordingly 
Thales Milefius (who, like the reft of his country- 
men, borrowed his learning from the Egyptians) 
after having computed the time of this famous con- 
jundion, " then,'* fays he,. " jfliall men and wo- 
*' men mutually exchange the pangs of (having 
** and childbearing." 

Anaximander modeftly defcribes this metamor- 
phofis in mathematical terms, " then," fays he, 
fhall the negative quantity of the women be 
turned into pofitive, their — into + (i. e.) their 
minus into plus J^ 
Plato not only fpeaks of this great change, but 
defcribes all the preparations towards it. . " Long 
" before the bodily transformation (fays he) nature 
" fliall begin the moft difficult part of her work, 
*' by changing the ideas and inclinations of the 
** two fexes : men fhall turn effeminate, and 
" women manly ; w-ives fhall domineer, and huf- 
** bands obey; ladies fhall ride a-horfeback, 
** dreffed like cavaliers ; prirnces and nobles appear 
*' in night-rails and petticoats ; men fhall fqueak 
** upon theatres with female voices, and women 
*^ corrupt virgins ; lords fhall- knot and cut^paper ; 
•' and even the northern people, u^(rtva, kvtt^iv 
" og<i/6/>" A phrafe (which for modefty*s fake I 
forbear to tranflate) which denotes a vice too fre- 
quent amongft us. 

That the miniftry forefawthia -great cBange^ is 

^^ ^ whereby il-i^^w be- 

- - '■• com? 
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come the occupation of the women all over Eng- 
land to convert their ufelefs female habits into beds^ 
window-ciirtainisr, "chairs, and joint-ftools ;. un- 
drefling themfelves (as it were) before their tranf- 
formation. 

The philofophy of this transformation will not 
feem furprizing to people, who fearch into the 
bottom of things. Madam Bourignon, a devout 
French lady, has (hewn us, how man was at firft 
created male and female in one individual, having 
the. faculty of propagation within himfelf : a cir- 
cumftance neceflary to tlie ftate of innocence, 
wherein a man's happinefs was not to depend upon 
the caprice of another. It was not till after he had 
made a faux pas^ that he had his female mate. 
Many fuch transformations of individuals have been 
well attefted ; particularly one by Montaigne, and 
another by the late bifhop of Salifbury. From all 
which it appears, that this fyftem of male and fe- 
male has already undergone, and may hereafter 
fufFer, feveral alterations. Every fmatterer in ana- 
tomy knows, that a woman is but an introverted 
man ; a new fufion ^Si^jlatus will turn the hollow 
bottom of a bottle into a convexity : but I forbear 
for the fake of my modeft men-readers, who are in 
a few days to be virgins. 

. In fome fubje<fl§^He finalleft alterations will do : 
fome men are fufficiently fpread. about the hips, 
and contrived with that female foftnefs, that they 
v^^ant only the negative quantity to make them 
buxom wenches ; and there are women who are, 
# ^ as 
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as it were, already th^ ebaucbe * of a good fturdy 
paan. If nature could be pu??led,. it will be how 
tp beftow the redundant matter ef the exuberant 
bubbie3 that now appear about town, or how to 
roll out the fhort dapper fellows into well-fizcd 
women. 

This great conjunction will begin to operate on 
Saturday the 29th inftant. Accordingly about 
eight at night, as Sfenezino fhall begin at the opera. 
Si videtCy he fhall be obferved to make an unufual 
motion ; upon which the audience will be afFe£ted 
with a red fufFufion over their countenance : and 
becaufe a ftrong fuccuffion of the mufcles of the 
belly is neceffary towards performing this great 
operation, both fexes will be thrown into a profufe 
involuntary laughter. Then, to ufe the modeft 
terms of Anaximander, *^ fhall negative quantity 
^ be turned into pofitive, "iffc^ Time never be- 
held, nor will it ever afTemble, fuch a number of 
untouched virgins within thofe walls ! but alas ! 
fuch will be the impatience and curiofity of people 
to a6t in their new capacity, that many of them 
will be completed men and women that very night. 
To prevent the diforders that may happen upon 
this occafion, is the chief defign of this paper. 

Gentlemen have begun already to make ufe of 
this conjundion to compafs their filthy purpofes. 
They tell the ladies, forfooth, that it is only parting 
with a perifhable commodity, hardly of fo much 
value as a calUco under-petticoat; fince, like its 
miflrefs, it will be ufelefs in the form it is now in. 

• Sketch, rough draught, or elTay, 

If 
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If the ladies have no regard to the difhonour and 
immorality of the adlion, I defire they will confi- 
der, that nature, who never deftroys her own 
productions, will exempt big-bellied women till 
the time of their lying-in ; fo that not to be tranf- 
formed, will be the 'fame as to be pregnant. If 
they do not think it wprth while to defend a for- 
trefs, that is to be demoliflied in a few days, let 
them refled, that it will be a melancholy thing nine 
months hence to be brought to bed of a baftard ; a 
pofthumous baftard, as it were, to which the 
quofidam father can be no more than a dry nurfe; 

This wonderful transformation is the inflmment • 
of nature to balance matters between the fexes. 
The cruelty of fcornful miftrefles fhall be returned; 
the flighted maid fhall grow into an imperious 
gallant, and reward her undoer with a big-belly^ 
and a baftard. 

It is hardly poflSble to imagine the revolutions, 
that this wonderful phaenomenon will occafion 
over the face of the earth. I long impatiently to 
fee the proceedings of the parliament of Paris, as 
to the title of fucceflion to the crown; this being 
a cafe not provided for by the falique law. There 
will be no preventing diforders among friars and 
monks ; for certainly vows of chaftity do not bind, 
but under the fex in which they were made. The 
fame will hold good with marriages, though I think 
it will be a fcandal among proteftants for hufl)ands 
and wives to part, fmce there remains ftill a poffi- 
bility to perform the dcbitum conjugale^ by the huf- 

band 
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band being femme couvertc. I fubmit it to the 
judgment of the gentlemen of the long robe, whe- 
ther this transformation does not difcharge all fuits 
ot rafies. 

The pope muft undergo a new groping, but the 
falfe prophet Mahomet has contrived matters well 
for his fucceflbrs ; for as the grand fignior has 
now a great many fine women, he will then 
have as many fine young gentlemen, at his devo- 
tion. 

Thefe are furprizing fcenes ; but I beg leave to 
^ffirm, that the folemn operations of nature are fub- 
jefts of contemplation, not of ridicule. Therefore I 
make it my earneft requeft to the merry fellows and 
giggling girls about town, that- they would not put 
themfelves in a high twitter, when they go to vifit 
a general lying-in of his firft child ; his officers 
ferving as midwives, nurfes, and rockers difpenfing 
caudle ; or if they behold the reverend prelates 
dreffing the heads and airing the linen at court ; 
I beg they will remember that thefe offices muft be 
filled with people of the greateft regularity, and beft 
characters. For the fame reafon I am forry, that 
a certain prelate, who, notwithftanding his con- 
finement*, ftill preferves his healthy, cheerful 
countenance, cannot come in time to be a nurfe at 
court. 

I likewife earneftly intreat the maids of honour, 
(then enfigns and captains of the guards) that at 

♦ In December 1723. 
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their firft fetting put they have fome regard to their 
former ftation J, and do not run wild through all 
the infamous houfes about town : that the prefent 
grooms of the bed-chamber (then maids of honour) 
would not eat chalk and lime in their green-* 
ficknefs : gnd in general, that the men would 
remember they are become retromingent^ and 
not by inadvertency lift up againft walls and 
pofts. 

Petticoats will not be burdenfome to the clergy j 
but balls and aflemblies will be indecent for fome 
time. 

As for you^ coquettes^ bawdsj and chamber** 
maids (the future minifters, plenipotentiaries, and 
cabinet-counfellors to the princes of the earth) 
manage the great intrigues that will be committed 
to your charge, with your ufual fecrecy and con- 
dud: ; and the affairs of your mafters will go better 
than ever. 

O ye exchange women I (our right worfhipful 
reprefentatives that are to be) be not fo griping in 
the fale of your ware as your predectfTors, but con- 
fider that the nation, like a fpend- thrift heir, ha$ 
run out : be likewife a little more continent in 
fOiiT tongues than you are at prefent^ elfe the 
length of debates will fpoil your dinners. 

You houfewifely good women who now prefide 
over the confedionary (henceforth commiffioners 
of the treafury) be fo good as to difpenfe the fugar- 
plumbs of the government with a more impartial 
tond frugal hand* 

VoL.XVIL H Yc 
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Ye prudes and cenforious. old . maids (the 
hopes of the bench) exert but your ufual talent 
of finding faults^ and the laws will be ftridlly 
executed; only I would not have you proceed 
upon fuch flender evidences as you have done 
hitherto. 

It is from you, eloquent oyfter-mefchants of 
Biltingfgate, (juft ready to be called to the bar, 
and quoifed like your fitter ferjeants) that we expeft 
the fhortening the time, and leflening the ex* 
pences of law-fuits t for I think you are ob- 
ferved to bring your debates to a fhort iflue j 
and even cuftom will reftrain you from taking 
the oyfter, and leaving only the ihell to your 
client. 

ye phyficians, who in the figure of old women 
are to clean the tripe in the markets, fcour it as 
efFedually as you have done that of your patients, 
and the town will fare moft delieioufly on Satur- 
days. 

1 cannot but congratulate human nature upon 
this happy transformation ; the only expedient 
left to reftore the liberties and tranquillity of man- 
kind. This is fo evident, that it is .almoft an 
affront to cJommon fenfe to infift upon the proof: 
if there can be any fuch ftupid creature as to doubt 
it, I defire he will make but the following obvious 
reflexion. There are in Europe alone, at prefent, 
abbut a million of fturdy fellows, under the deno- 
mination of Handing forces, with arms in their 
haads : that thofe are mafters of the lives, liberties, 

5 and 
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and fortune^ bt all the reft, I believe no body will 
deny. It is i40 lefs true in fafl:, that reams of 
paper, and above a fquare mile of fkins of vellum 
have been employed to no purpofe to fettle peace 
among thofb fons of violence. Pray who is he 
that will fay unto them, " go and difband your- 
*' felves ?" but lo ! by this transformation it is 
done at once, and the halcyon days of pub- 
lick tranquillity return : for neither the mili- 
tary temper nor difcipline can taint the foft 
fex for a whole age to come: bellaque ma'' 
tribus tnvifa^ wars o4iious to mothers, will not 
grow immediately palatable in their paternal 
ftate. 

Nor will the influence of this transformation 
be lefs in family tranquillity than it is in national. 
Great faults will be amended, and frailties for- 
given, on both fides. A wife, who has been dif- 
turbed with late hours, and choaked with the 
hangout of a fot, will remember her fuflferings, 
and avoid the temptations ; and will for the fame 
reafon indulge her mate, in his fenxale capacity, 
in fome paflions, which flie is fenfible from 
experience are natural to the fex ; fuch' as va- 
nity, fine clothes, being admired, Esfr. And how 
tenderly muft flie ufe her mate under the breeding 
qualms and labour-pains which fhe hath felt her- 
felf? in fliort, all unreafonable demands upon 
hufbands muft ceafe, becaufe they are already 
fatisfied, from natural experience, that they are 
impojQSble, 

H % That 
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That the ladies may govera the aflSurs of the 
world, and the gentlemen tho(e of their houfe* 
hold, better than either of them have hitherto 
done, is the hearty defire of 

Their moft finceife well-wiflier, 
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SCRIBLERUS's REPORTS.- 

Stradling wr/us Stiles. 

Le report del cafe argue en le commcn banke de- 
vant tout les juftices de le mefme banker en Ic 
quart. An. du raygne de roy Jaques, entrc 
Matthcjv Stradling, plant. & Peter Stiles, def. 
en un a£tion projrter certos equos coloratost 
AngKcCy pgeU dOtrfejS!, poft, per le dit Matthew 
vers le dit Peter. 

Le recitel Q 3fB John Swale, of Swale-Hall in 
del cafe. ^ Swale-Dale faft 6p tftC WOUX Swale, 

lit. maDe W S.aft mill anD Cefiament: in 
tDttc!)^ among otter ^QueSst toatf tfiitf, vhs^ 

Put pf the kind love and refpedi that I bear unto 
my much honoured and good friend Mr. Matthew 
Stradling, gent. \ do bequeath unto the faid.Mat^ 
thew Stradling, gent, all my black and white hor- 

fes. cfie Ceftato.c tiad ffr Wacit ftotfesf, fir 
tatjite iiotfejBf, anli Cr Tm^ ftorfeiet. 

Cfte ^Debate therefore tnasf, (DOtje* 

Le point. xl^Zt. Or HO tfj? faiH Matthew Stradling 

l|)ouIti t)ate tf)e fatti pgeD t)orfeje( bg 
tJirtue of tlie faiD 'BeQueft. 

H 3 Aikvt* 
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p J J ^ Atkins apprenticie. pour Ic pi. mop 

our ep. fgjjijjjj qyg Jg pi^ ^^j(,m.g 

3nD fi'cft Of all it feemett) crpcoient to confi= 
tier to|)at I0 tfje nature of horfes, anH alfo toftat 
\& t!)e nature of colours ; jnO fo tf)e argument 
toill confequentlg Wsa^z itfelf in a ttoofolD toag, 

tlJttt i0 to fag, tl)e formal part, auU fubftantial 
part. Horfes are fbe fubftantaal part, or tfting 

liequeatljeti : black and white ttjc formal or de» 
fcriptitie part. 

Horfe, in a ptgffcal fenfe, HOtb import a cer- 
tain quadrupede or four-footed animal, which by 
the apt and regular difpofition of certain proper 
and convenient parts, is adapted, fitted and con- 
ftituted for the ufe and need of man. ^ea, fO ne= 

leffarBanti contiucitjetoajf XW animal concciftcD • 
to be to tfje beftoof of tfte eommontoeal, tbat 
funtirp anD Diftertf aftjef of parliament ftabe from 
time to time been mabe in favour of horfes. 

I ft. Edw. VI. ^aliejBt tbe tranQjorting of horfes 
out of tbe liingbom, no leCef a penaltg tftan tbe 
forfeiture of 40 1. 

2d and 3d Edward VT. Called from horfe- 

ftealers tbe benefit of tbeir clergg. 

And the Statutes of the 27th and 32d of Hen. 

VIII. conbefcenb fo far ad to tafee care of tbeir 
tjerg breed : Cbefe our tjife anceftoriei prubentlp 
forfeeing, tbat tbeg coulb not better tafee care 
of tbeir oton pofteritp, tban bB alfo tailing care 

of tbat of tbeir horfes. 

0nb of fo great efteem are horfes in tbe ege of 
tbetommon lato, tbat toften a Knight of the Bath 

committet^ 
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committetfi ang gt:i,at apt enormouief ccime, W 
puniftment iiai to ftaW W fpurs chopt ofFwUh a 
cleaver, bemg," BiBi matter Bradon toell qbfertjetf), 

unworthy to ride on a horfe, 

Littleton, Seft. ^1$. faith, 3[f tettaitW lit COm* 

mon mafee a leafe referring for rent a horfe, tljeg 
Q)aU t)aDe tut one a^^e, becaufe, faith the book, 

tfte Jato l»ill not fUffer a horfe to be fevered. 

knottier argument of lobat {)igf) eQfmation tf)e 
lata ma&etl) of an t)orfe« 

OBut au ttie great Difference feemetfi not to be 
fo muci) touct)tng ttie fubttanttal part, horfes, let 
UjBt proceed to tJbe formal or HefcrtpttDe part, 
viz. mhit |)orre0tl)eg arettat come Wt^in tW 
"Bequeft* 

CoiOUriei are COmmonIp of various kinds and dif- 
ferent forts ; Of tofticft white anU black are tlje 
ttoo ertremejS, anO, confequentlp, comprehend 

within them ;ill other colours whatfoeVer. 

OBp a 'Begueft therefore of black and white 

horfes, grey or pyed horfes may well pafs; for 

tolien ttoo ertremeiet, or remote^ tnXig of ang 
ttlng are DedtfeD, t^e lato, b^ common inttm» 

nient) tnilf intend whatfoever is contained between 
them to be devifed too. 

But tfie prefent cafe ist ftill ftronger, coming 
not onlg tuitftin tlje intendment, liut alfo tU 
tierg letter of tlje toordsf. 

"Bg tfje' toord black, all ttje fiorfetf tftat are 

black are devifed ; dp tfte tOOrd white, are' detifed 

tdofe tdat are white ; and dg tfte fame tuord, 
toitd tU conjunftion copulatide, and, dettoeen 

H 4 tfjem. 



j»4 STRADtl^^G. VERSUS STILES, 

tfjem, the horfes thatarqbhuck ^nd white, tftat iM 
to Cap, pyed, are devifed jdfpr : 

(HlftatetJer is black and white tjS pyed, anD 
tD^atedet is pyed in black and white ; ergo^ black 
and white i0 pyed, auDj wVf ^'^^j pyed fjBt blacl; 
and white, 

3ff tljerefoie black and white horfes are DebifeD? 

pyed horfes fhall pafs by fuch devife j but black 
and white horfes are devifed j ergo, the pi. fhall 
have the pyed horfes. 

Catiyne Serjeant : mop femble al* 

Pour le contrary, tDe plaintiff Ihall not have 

Defend, the pyed horfes by intendment ; fOr if ilg 

tt)e OeDife of black and white horfes, 

not onlp blacii anD totiite fjorfed, but fiorfejei of 
anp cplour iiettoeen ttjefe tloo ertremejs: mag 

paCs^) then not only pyed and grey horfes, but alfo 
red or bay horfes would pafs likewife, which would 
be abfurd and againft reafon. 3nd tf^iH 10 anotj^er 

firong argument in la\», Nibil^ qmdeft contra 

rationem^ eft l'tcitum\ fOr reafon is the life of the 
law, nag tfee common law is nothing but reafon ; 
tofjict) \^ to be UnDerftOOb of artificial perfeaion 
and reafon gotten bg long iJuDg, anb not of man's 
natural reafon ; for nemo nafcitur art'ifex^ and legal 
reafon ejl fumma ratio ; anD therefore if all tfjC 

reafon tbat \% bifperfeb into fo manp bifferent 
|)eab0, \sxxz uniteb into one, be coulb not malie 
fucb a latD a« tfje lain of England ; becaufe bg 
mang fuccefitonjei of agejet it ba;ei been Sreb ahb 
ireSreb bg grabe anb learneb men ; fo tf)at tbe 

ol5 
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Old rule magjbe tjeriC^^ in it, Nminem oportet 

ejfe legibus fapientiofem. '" 

30 tfjetefoce pyed horfes no npt tome toitfjin 
tbe intenDment of tfte beaiieft, fo neitfiet 0a 
tjeg toittin tfte letter of tl)e toorDu. 

H pyed horfe 10 not a white horfe, neftfter fe 4 
pyed a black horfe ; IbOtO tften can pyed horfes 
come UnUer tfte toOrW of black and white horfes? 

'BeOtietf, t»t)ere cuftom batt) atiapteDi a certain 
determinate name to ang one ttiing, in an tie« 
t)ife0, feofment0 and grants, that certain name 

ihall be madp ufe of, and no uncertain circumIocu-> 
tory defcriptions Ihall be allowed ; fijr Certainty 

10 ttje fatljer of rigtjt, and tfje mottjer of juftice* 

Le refte del argument jeo ne pouvois oyer, car 
ieo fui difturb en mon place. 

He court fuit longement en doubt' de c*eft 
matter, et ai)re0 grand deliberation eu. 
ludgment fuit donne pour le pi. nifi caufa. 

Motion in arreft of judgment, tfjat tfje pyed 
horfes were mares ; and thereupon an infpe£tion 
was prayed. 

0t fur ceo le court advifare vult. 
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ClNCE this unhappy divifion of our featlon into 

parties, it is not to be imagined how ttidnj ar- 
tifices have been made ufe of by writers to obifeure 
the truth, and cover defigns which may be detri'^' 
^*«iental to the public. In particular, it has been 
their cuftom of late to vent their political fpleen in 
allegory and fable. If an honeft believing nation 
is to be made a jeft of, we have a ftory of John 
Bull and his wife ; if a treafurer is to be glanced 
at, an ant with a white ftraw is introduced ; if a 
treaty of commerce is to be ridiculed, it is imme- 
diately metamorphofed into a tale of count Tariff. 

But if any of thefe malevolents have a fmall ta- 
lent in rhime, they principally delight to convey^ 
their malice in that pleafing way ; as it were gild-' 
ifig the pill, and concealing the poifon under the 
Iweetnefs of numbers. 

It is the duty of every well-defigning fubjeA to 
prevent, as far as he can, the ill confequences of 
fuch pernicious treatifes; and I hold it mine to 
warn the public of a late poem entitled, the Rape 
of the Lock j which I fhall demonftrate to be of 
this nature. 

It is a common and juft obfervation, that, when 
the meaning of any thing is dubious, one can no 
[, way better judge of the true intent of it, than by 
7 confidering 
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confidering who is the'aujjiorj whatife his charader 
in general, and his difpdutioli in particular. 
- Now that the author of this poem is a reputed 
papift, is well known ; and that a genius fo ca- 
pable of Joing fervice to that caufe may have been 
corrupted in the courfe of his education by jefuits 
or others, is juftly very much to be fufpeded ; 
notwithftanding that feeming coolnefs and mode- 
ration, which he has been (perhaps artfully) re- 
proached with by thofe of his own perfuafion. 
They are fenfible, that this nation is fecured by 
good and wholefome laws to prevent all evil prac- 
tices of the church of Rome ; particularly the pub- 
lication of books, that may in any fort propagate 
that dodrine : their authors are therefore obliged 
to couch their defigns the deeper; and though I 
cannot aver the intention of this gentleman was. 
direftly to Ipread popifti dodlrines> yet it comes to 
the fame point if he touch the government : for the 
court of Rome knows very well, that the church at 
this time is fo firmly founded on the ftate^ that the 
only way to fhake the one, is, by attacking the 
other. 

What confirms me in this opinion is an acciden- 
tal difcovery I made of a very artful piece of ma- 
nagement among his popiflx friends and abettors, 
to hide his whole defign upon the government, by 
taking all the charadlers upon themfelves. 

Upon the day that this poem was publifhed, it 
was my fortune to ftep into the Cocoa-tree, where 
ascertain gentleman was railing very liberally at 
the author, with a paffion extremely well counter- 
feited, 
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felted, for H^ng (as he f^d) refleded upon him 
in the charader of Sirl^ume. Upon his going 
out, I enquired who he was, and they told me fee 
was a Roman catholic knight^i 

I was the fame evening at Will's, and faw a circle 
j-ound another gentleman, who was railing in like 
manner, and Ihewing his fnufF-box and cane to 
prove he was fatirized in the fame charad:en I 
afked this gentleman^s name, and was told he was 
a Roman catholic lord. 

A day or two after I happened to be in com-^ 
pany with the young lady, to whom the poem is 
dedicated. She alfo took up the charader of Be- 
linda with much franknefs and good humour, 
though the author has given us a hint, in his * de- 
dication, that he meant fomething farther. This 
lady is alfo a Roman catholic. At the fame time 
others of the charaders were claimed by fome per-^ 
fpns in the room; and all of them Roman ca- 
tholics. 

But to proceed to the work itfelf. 

In all things which are intricate, as allegories in 
their own nature are, and efpecially thofe that are 
induftrioufly made fo, it is not to be expeded we 
fhould find the clue at firft fight : but when once 
we have laid hold on that, we fhall trace this our 
author through all the labyrinths, doublings, and 
turnings of his intricate compofition. 

•'** Thecharadler of Belinda (as it is here managed) refembles 
<< you in nothing but beauty." Dedication to the Rape of the 
Lock. 

Flrft 
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Rrft then let It be obferved, that iii,i:he moft de-' 
monftrative fciences {omtfoj^ulata are to be granted^ 
' upon which the reft is naturally founded. 

The ovl\j poftulatum or concejffion which I defirc 
to be made me, is, that by the lock is meant 

The BARRIER TREATY*. 

I. Firft tlien, I fliall discover that Belinda repre- 
sents Great Britain, or (which is the fanie thing) 
her late majefty. This is plainly feen in fiis defcrip- - 
tionofher: 

On her white breaft a fparkling crofs (he bore : 

alluding to the antient name of Albion, from her 
white cliffs, and to the crofs which is the enfign of 
England. 3 

II. The baron, who cuts off the lock, or baf*^ 
Her treaty, is the E. of Oxford. 

IIL Clariffa, who lent the fciifars^ my lady 
Mafharh; 

IV. Thdleftris, who provolces Belinda to refent 
the lofs of the lock^ or treaty, the duchefs of Marl- 
borough. . 

V. Sir Plume, who is rhoved by Thaleftris t5 
' redemand it of Great Britain, prince Eugene^ who 

came hither for that purpofe. 

There are fome other inferior characters, whlth 
we fhall obferve upon afterwards ; but I fhall firft 
explain the foregoing. 

• For a full account of the political tranfa£lions relating to thjj 
treaty, fee The Condua of the Allies, and Remarks on the Barrier 
Treaty, 

thd 
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The firft part of tlie Aaron's charader is his be- 
ing adventurous, or.-'*fenterprizing, which is , the 
common epithet given to the earl of Oxford by his 
enemies. The prize he afpires to is the treafury, 
in order to vsrhich he offers a facrifice : 
— — an altar built 

Of twelve vaft French romances neatly gilt. 

Our author here takes occafion maliciouflyto infi- 
nuate this ftatefman's love to France ; reprefenting 
the books he chiefly ftudies to be vaft French ro- 
mances : thefe are the vaft profpe£ts from the 
friendlhip and alliance of France, which he fatyri- 
cally calls romances ; hinting thereby, that thefe 
promifes and proteftaticns were no more to be re- 
lied on than thofe idle legends. Of thefe he is faid 
to build an altar ; to intimate that the foundation 
of his fchemes and honours was fixed upon the 
French romances above-mentioned. 

A fan, a garter, half a pair of gloves. 

One of the things he facrificcs is a fan ; which, 
both for its gaudy fhow and perpetual fluttering, 
has been held the emblem of woman : this points 
at the change of the ladies of the bed-chamber. 
The garter alludes to the honours he conferred on 
feme of his friends ; and we may, without ftrain- 
ing the fenfe, call the half pair of gloves a gauntlet, 
the token of thofe military employments, which he 
is faid to have facrificed to his dcfigns. The prize, 
as I faid before, means the tfeafur)% which he 
makes his prayer foon to obtain, and long to 
poffefs. 

Vol. XVIL I The 
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The powers gave ear^ vaod granted half his prayV, 
The reft, the winds difpersM in empty air. 

In the firft of thefe lines he gives him the treafury, 
and in the laft fuggefts, that he fhould not long 
poffefs that honour. 

That Thaleftris is the duchefs of Marlborough, 
appears both by her neamefs to Belinda, and by 
this author's malevolent fuggeftion that Ihe is a 
lover of war. 

To arms, to arms^ the bold Thaleftris cries: 

but more particularly by. feveral paflages in her 
Ipeech to Belinda upon the cutting off the lock, or 
treaty. Among other things fhe fays, ** was it for 
" this you bound your locks in paper durance ?" 
Was it for this fo much paper has been fpent to fe- 
cure the barrier treaty ? 

Mcthinks, already I your tears furv^y; 
Already hear the horrid things they fay. 
Already fee you a degraded toaft. 

This defcribes the afperfions under which that 
good princefs fuffered, and the repentance which 
muft have followed the diffolution of that treaty ; 
and particularly levels at the refufal fome people 
made to drink her majefty's health* 

Sir Plume (a proper name for a foldier) has^ 
all the circumftances that agree with prince Eu* 
gene : 

Sir Plume, of amber fnuff-box juftly vain. 
And the nice conduft of a clouded cane, 
With earncft eyes—— 

9 "Hs 
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'Tis remarkable, this gtfaeral is a great taker of 
fnuff, as well as towns ; his condu£t of the clouded 
cane gives him the honour which is fo juftly his 
due, of an exa£t conduct in battle, which is 
figured by his cane or truncheon, the enfign of a 
general. His " earneft eye,'* or the vivacity of his 
look, is fo particularly remarkable in him, that this 
charafter could be miftaken for no other, had not 
the author purpofely obfcured it by the fiditioui 
^ circumftances of a " round unthinking face." 

Having now explained the chief characters of 
his human perfons (for there are fome others that 
will hereafter fall in by the bye, in the fequel of 
this difcourfe) I fhall next take in pieces his ma- 
chinery, wherein the fatire is wholly confined to 
minifters of ftate. 

The Sylphs and Gnomes at firft fight appeared 
to me to fignify the two contending parties of this 
nation ; for thefe being placed in the air, and thofe 
on the earth, I thought agreed very well with the 
common denomination, high and low. But as 
they are made to be the firft movers and influ- 
encers of all that happens, it is plain they reprefent 
promifcuoufly the heads of parties; whom he 
-makes to be the authors of all thofe changes iflu the 
ftaite, which are generally imputed to the levity and . 
inftability of the Britifh nation. 

This erring mortals levity may call : 

Oh blind to truth ! the Sylphs contrive it all. 

But of this he has given us a plain demonftration ; 
for, fpeaking of thefe fpirits, he fays in exprefs terms, 

la — i-Thc 



ii6 A KE'^ TO. THE Lbpi^. 

——1 he chief the wre of nations own. 
And guard, with arms diviifo, the Britifli throne. 

And here let it not feeni cdd, if in this myfte-» 
rious way of writing, we find the fame perfon^ 
who has before been reprefented by the baron, 
again defcribed in the charader of Ariel ; it being 
a common way with authors, in this fabulous man- 
ner, to take fuch a liberty. As for inftance, I 
have read in St. Evremont, that all the different 
charadiers in Petronius, are but Nero in fo many ^ 
different appearances. And in the key to the cu- 
rious romance of Barclay's Argenis, both Poliar- 
chus and Archombrotus mean only the king of 
Navarre. 

We obferve, in the very beginning of the poem, 
that Ariel is pofTefTed of the ear of Belinda ; there- 
fore it is abfolutely necelTary, that this perfon mufl 
be the miniiler who was nearefl the queen. But 
whoever would be farther convinced that he meant 
the treafurer, may know him by his enfigns in the 
following line : 

He rais'd bis azure wand. 

■ His fitting on the maft of a vefTel fhews his pre-^ 
fiding over the South-fea trade. When Ariel 
affigns to his Sylphs all the pofts about Belinda, 
what is more clearly defcribed than the treafurer's 
difpofing of all the places in the kingdom, and 
particularly about her majefly ? But let us hear 
the lines : 

—Ye fpirits, to your charge repair. 
The fluttering fan be ZephjWta's care j 

The 



A^KEY TO THE'LOCK. 117 

The drops to thee, E'rinCptr, we confign. 
And, Momentilla, let the watch be thine : 
Do thou, Crifpifla, tend her favVitc lock. 

He has here particularized the ladies and women 
of the bedchamber, the keeper of the cabinet, and 
her majefty's drefler, and impudently given nick*- 
flames to each. To put this matter beyond all 
difpute, the Sylphs ^re laid to be wonderous fond 
of place, in the ganto following, where Ariel is 
perched uppfrrjioft, and all th? jreft take their 
places fubordinately und^r him. 

Here again I cannot but obferve the exceflive 
malignity of this author, who could not leave the 
character of Ariel without the fame invidious 
ftroke which he gave him }i} the character pf the 
baron before ; 

Amaz'd, confus'd, he faw his pow'r expirM, 
Refign'd to fate, and with a figh rctir*d. 

being another prophecy that he fhouM refign his 
place, which it is probable all minifters do, with a 
figh. 

At the head of the Gnomes he fets Umbriel, a 
dufky melancholy fprite, who maljes it his bur)ners 
to give Belinda the fpleen j a vile and malicious 
fnggeftion againft feme grave and worthy ?^ini(ler. 
The vapours, phantoms, vlfions, and the like, are 
the jealoufies, fears, ^nd cries of danger, that have 
fp often affrighted and alarmed the nation. Thofe 
who are defcribed, in the houfc of fpleen, under 
thpfe feveral faiitaftical fojrms, ftre the fame 

I 3 . whon* 
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whom their ill-willers have fo often called the 
whimfical, 

The two foregoing fpirits being the only confi- 
derable charadlers of the machinery, I fliall but 
juft mention the Sylph, that is wounded with the 
fcifTars at the lofs of the lock ; by whom is un- 
doubtedly underftood my lord Townfhend, who at 
that time received a wound in his chara<3:er for 
making the barrier-treaty, and was cut out of his 
employment upon the diflblution of it : but that fpirit 
re-unit?s, and receives no harm j to fignify that it 
came to nothing, and his lordfhip had no real hurt 

But I muft not conclude this head of the cha- 
jafters without obferviiig, that our author has run 
through every ftage of beings in fearch of topicks 
for detraftion. As he has charaderifed fome per^ 
fons under angels and men, fo he has others under 
animals and things inanimate : he has even re-r 
prefented an eminent clergyman as a dog, and 
a noted writer as a tool. Let us examine the 
former : 

——But Shock, who thought flie flcpt too long, 
Leapt up, and wak*d his miftrcfs with hi§ tongue. 
•Twasthcn, Belinda, if report fay true. 
Thy eyes firft opeq*d on a billet-doux. 

By this Shock it is manifeft he has moft audacioufly 
and profanely refledled on Dr. Sacheverel, who 
leapt up, that is, into the pulpit, and awakened 
Great Britain with his tongue, that is, with hi§ 
fermon^ which inade fp much noife, and fop 
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vrhich he Bas been frcciventlj termed by others 
of his enemies, a»^ well as by this author^ 
a dog. Or perhaps, by his tongue may be 
more literally meant his fpeech at his trial^ fince 
immediately thereupon, our author fays, her eyes 
opened on a billet-doux. Billet-doux being ad- 
drcfles to ladies from lovers, may be aptly inter- 
preted thofe addrefTes of loving fubjedls to her 
majefty, which enfued that trial. 

The other inftance is at the end of the third 
canto : 

Steel did the labours of the gods deftroy. 
And ftrike to duft th* imperial towVs of Troy. 
Steel could the works of mortal pride confound. 
And hew triumphal arches to the ground. 

Here he moft impudently attributes the demo- 
lition of Dunkirk, not to the pleafure of her ma- 
jefty, or of her miniftry, but to the frequent infti- 
gations of his friend Mr. Steel. A very artful pun, 
to conceal his wicked lampoonry ! 

Having now confidered the general intent and 
fcope of the poem, and opened the characters, I 
ihall next difcover the malice which is covered 
under the epifodes, and particular paflages of it* 

The game at ombre is a myftical reprefentation 
of the late war, which is hinted by his making 
fpades the trump ; fpade. in Spanifli fignifying a 
fword, and being yet fo painted in the cards of 
that nation, to which it is well known we owe the 
original of our cards. In this one place indeed he 
has unawares paid a compliment to the*que6n and 

I 4 heir 
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her fuccefs in the war j for Belinda gets the better 
of the two that play againfl: jher, viz. the kings of 
France and Spain. 

I do not queftion but every particular card has 
its perfon and charader afiigned, which, no doubt^ 
the author has told his friends in private ; but 
I fliall only inftance- in the defcription of Ihe 
difgrace under which the duke of Marlborough 
then fufFered, which is fo apparent in thefe 
verfes : 4 

Ev'n mighty Pam, that kings and queens o-erthrew. 
And mowM down armies in the fights of lu. 
Sad chance of war ! now deftitute of aid, 
Falls undiftinguilh'd— — 

And that the author here had an eye to our 
modern tranfaftions, is very plain, from a,n un-^ 
guarded ftroke towards the end of this game : 

And now, as oft in fome difl:emper*d ftate. 
On one nice trick depends the general fate. 

.,,i\fter the" conclufion of the war, the public re- 
joicings and thankfgivings are ridiculed in the twq 
following Uneg ; 

The nymph, exulting, fills with Ihouts the fky, 
The walls, the woods, and long canals reply. 

Immediately upon which there follows a malicious 
infinuation^ in the manner of a prophecy (which 
^e have formerly obferved this feditious writer 
•delights in) that the peace fhould continue but 
It Ihort time, and that the day fhould afterwards bQ 

puffed, 
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iCurfed, whlcli was thejucelebrated with fo much 
joy: -- ■■■ ■■ r^' ■'''■>'■- •'• • _ • ■■ 

Sudden thefe honours Ihall be fnatcVd away, . . 

And curs'd for ev£r this vidoripus day. . 

...... ■"'"'. 

As the game at ombre is a iatirical rcprefenta-^ 
ition of the late war, fo is the tea-table that enfues, 
of the council- table, and its confultations after, the 
peace. By this he would hint, th^t all th? advan- 
tages we have gained by our late extended com- 
merce, are only coffee and tea, or things of no 
greater value. That he thought of the trade in thia 
place, appears by the paflage, which reprefents the 
Sylphs particularly .careful of the rich brocade ; it 
having been a frequent complaint of our mercers, 
that French brocades were imported in great 
quantities. I will not fay he means thofe priefents 
of rich gold ftufF fuits, which were faid to be made 
her majefty by the king of France, though I cannot 
but fufped: that he glances at it. 

Here this author (as well as the fcandalous John 
Dunton) reprefents the miniftry, in plain terms, 
taking frequent cups. 

And frequent cups prolorig the rich rcpaft ; 

for it is manifeft he meant fomething more than 
common coffee, by his calling it, 

Coffee that makes the politician wife ; 

and by telling us, it was this coffee, that 

Sent up in vapours to the baron's brain 
New ftratagems — - 

I (hall 
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I ihall only Bothcri^c^erve, that it was at this 
table the lock was cut off; for 'where but at the 
council-board fliould the barrier treaty be dif- 
folved ? 

The enfuing contentions of the parties upon the 
Ibfe of that treaty, are defcribed in the fquabbles 
fdlowing the rape of the lock j and this he rafhly 
cxpreffes without any difguife. 

All fide in parties 

and here you have a gentleman who finks bcfidc 
the chair : a plain alluiion to a noble lord, who lofl 
his chair of prefident of the council 

I come next to the bodkin, fo dreadful in the 
hand of Belinda j by which he intimates the Bri- 
tifli fceptre, fo revered in the hand of our late au- 
gufl princefs. His own note upon this place tells 
lis, he alludes to a fceptre ; and the veries are fo 
plain, they need no remark : 

The fame (his ancient perfonage to deck) 
Her great great grandfire wore about his neck 
In three feal rings, which, after melted down, 
Form'd a vaft buckle for his widow's gown ; 
Her infant grandame's whittle next it grew. 
The bells fhe gingled, and the whittle blew ; 
Then in a bodkin grac'd her mother's hairs. 
Which long Ihe wore, and now Belinda wears. 

An open fatire upon hereditary right ! The 
three feal rings plainly allude to the three king- 
doms. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe arc the chief .jp<jrages in the batde, by 
which, as hath before been faid, he means the 
fquabbie of parties. Upon this occadon he could 
not end the defcription without teftifying his ma* 
lignant joy at thofe difTentiona, from which he 
forms the profped: that both fhoiild be difap* 
pointed, and cries out with triumph^ as if it weic 
already accomplifhed. 

Behold how oft ambitious aims are croft. 
And chiefs contend till all the prize is loft. 

The lock at length is turned into a ftar, or the 
old barrier treaty into a new and glorious peace. 
This, no doubt, is what the author, at the time he 
printed this poem, would have been thought to 
mean ; in hopes by that compliment to efc^e the 
punifhment for the reft of this piece. It puts me in 
mind of a fellow, who concluded a bitter lampoon 
upon the prince and court of his days, with thele 
tines: 

God fave the king, the commons, and the peers. 
And grant the author long may wear his cars. 

Whatever this author may think of that peace, I 
imagine it the moft extraordinary ftar, that ever ap- 
peared in our hemifphere. A ftar, that is to bring 
us all the wealth and gold of the Indies j and fiom 
whofe influence, not Mn John Partridge alone 
(whofe worthy labours this writer fo ungeneroufly 
ridicules) but all true Britons may, with no lels 
authority than he, prognofticate the fall of Lewis 
\t^ the reftraint of the exorbitant power of France, 

and 
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and the fate of Romi^ iii the triumphant condition 
of the church of England. 

We fiave now confidered this poem In its politi- 
cal view, wherein we have fhewn, that it hath two 
different walks of fatire; the one in the ftory it- 
felf, which is a ridicule on the late tranfadions in 
general ; the other in the machinery, which is a . 
fatire on the minifters of ftate in particular. I fhall j 
now Ihew that the fame poem, taken in another 
light, has a tendency to popery, which is fecretly ^ 
jnfinuated through the whole. 

In the firft place, he has conveyed to us the j 
<!o£trlne of guardian angels and patron faints in ; 
the machinery of his Sylphs, which being a piece 
of popifh fuperftition that hath been exploded ever 
fince the reformation, he would revive under this 
difguifel Here are all the particulars which they * 
believe of thofe beings^ which I fhall fuiri up in a 
few heads. 

ifl. The fpirits are made to concern themfelves 
with.ajl human adlions in general, 

2dly. A diflinft guardian fpirit pr patron; is af» 
figned to ea^h perfon in particular : 

Of thefe am I, yfho thy proped^iqn claim, 
A watchful fprite 

3djy. They are made diredly to infpire dreams, 
vifions, and revelations. 

Her guardian Sylph prolonged her balmy refl:^ 
•Twas he had fummon'd to her filenp bed 
The morning dream — r- 
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4t}ily. They are made to be fubordinate in 

different degrees, fome prefiding over others^ 

So Ariel has his feveral under-oflBcers at com- 
mand : 

Superior by the head was Ariel plac*d, 

jthly. They are employed in various offices^ 
and each hath his office affignfed him : 

Some in the fields of purcft aether play. 
And balk and whiten in the blaze of day; 
Some guide the courfe, £5?r. 

6thly. He hath given his fpirits the charge of 
the feveral parts of drefs ; intimating thereby that 
the faints prefide over the feveral parts of human 
bodies. They haye one faint to cure the tooth- 
ach, another the gripes, another the gout, and fo 
of the reft. 

The fluttering fan be Zcphyretta*s care, 
The,drops to thee, Brillante, we confign, 6f^. 

ythly. They are reprefented to know the 
thoughts of men : 

As on the nofegay in her breaft reclined. 
He watch'd th* ideas rifing in her mind. 

8thly. They are made protedors even to animal 
and irrational beings : 

Ariel himfclf (hall be the guard of Shock. 
So St Anthony jprefides over hogs, Ssfr. 

, . I pthly* 
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gthly. They are made patrons of whole king- 
doms and provinces: > ^ - '" 

Of thcfe the chief the care of natrons own. 

So St. George is imagined by the papifts to de- 
fend England ; St* Patrick, Ireland ; St. James, 
Spain ; &fr. Now what is the confequence of all 
t^is ? By granting that they have this power, we 
muft be brought back again to pray to them. 

The toilette is an artful recommendation of the 
mafs, and pompous ceremonies of the church of 
Rome. The unveiling of the altar, the filver 
vafes upon it ; being robed in white, as the priefts 
are upon the chief feftivals ; and the head unco- 
vered, are manifeft marks of this : 

A heavenly image in the glafs appears. 
To that flie bends— -^ 

plainly denotes image worfliip. 

The goddeis, who is decked with treafures, 
jewels, and the various offerings of the world^ 
manifeftly alludes to the lady of Loretto. You 
have perfumes breathing from the incenfe pot in 
the following line : 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 

The character of Belinda, as we take it in this 
third view, reprefents the popilh religion, or the 
whcrre of Babylon ; who is defcribed in the ftate 
this malevolent author wifhes for, coming forth in 
all her glory upon the Thames, and overfpreading 
the whole nation with ceremonies ; 

Not 
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Not with more glories in ch' aetherial plain 
The Sun firft rifcs o'er the purple main. 
Than ifluing forth, the rival of his beams 
Launched on the bofom of the filvcr Thames, 

She is drefled with a crofs on her breaft, the 
' enfign of popery, the adoration of which is plainly 
recommended in the following lines : 

On her white breaft a fparkling crofs (he wore. 
Which Jews might kifs, and infidc^ adore. 

Next he reprefents her as the univerfal church, 
according to the boafts of the papifts : 

And like the Sun (he (hines on all alike» 

After which he tells us. 

If to her (hare fome female errors fall. 
Look on her face, and you'll forget them all. 

Though it (hould be granted fome errors fall to hc% 
fhare, look on the pompous figure fhe makes 
throughout the world, and they are not worth 
regarding. In the facrifice following you have 
f hefe two lines : 

For thi«, ere Phoebus rofe, he had implor'd 
Propitious Hcav'n, and evVy powV ador'd. 

In the firft of them he plainly hints at their lifing 
to matins j in the fecond, by adoring every power^ 
the invocation of faints, 

Belinda's vifits are de£:ribed with luimerous 
wax-lights, which are always ufed in the ceremo- 
^ jiial part of the Romifh worfhip : 

. —Vifits 
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Vifits (hall be paid on folemn days. 
When numerous wax-lights in bright order blaze. 

The luriar fphere he irieiitiohs opens to us their 
purgatory, which is feen in the following Kne : 

Since all things loft On earth are treafur'd there. 

It is a popifli dodrinej that fcarce any perfon quits 
this world, but he muft touch at purgatory in his 
way to lieaVen ; and it is here alfo reprefented as 
the treafury of the Romifli church. Nor is it much i 
to be wondered at^ that the moon fhould be pur- 
gatory, when a learned divine hath in a late trea- 
tife proved the fun to be hell *. 

I fhall now, before I conclude, defire the reader 
to coinpare this key with thofe upon any other 
pieces, which are fuppofed to have been fecret fa- 
tires upon the ftate, either ancient or liiodern ; in 
particular with the keys to Petronius Arbiter, Lu- 
cian's true hiftory, Barclay's Argenis^ and Rabe- 
lais's Garagantua ; and I doubt not he will do mel 
the juftice to acknowledge, that the explanations 
here laid down, are deduced as naturally, and with 
as little violence, both from the general fcope and 
bent of the work, and from the feveral particulars : 
furthermore, that they are every way as confiftent 
and undeniable, every way as candid, as any mo- 
dern interpretations of either party on the conduct 
and writings of the other. And I appeal to the 
moft eminent and able ftate decypherers themfelves, 
tf, according to their art, any thing can be more 
fully proved, or more fafely fworn to ? 

• The Reverend Dr. Swinden. 

To 
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To fum up my whole charge againft this author 
in a few words : he has ridiculed both the prefent 
miniftry and the laft ; abufed great ftatefmen and 
great generals ; nay, the treaties of whole nations 
have not efcaped him, nor has the royal dignity it- 
felf been omitted in the progrefs of his fatire ; and 
all this he has done juft at the meeting of a new 
parliament. I hope a proper authority may be 
made ufe of to bring him to condign punifhment* 
In the mean while I doubt not, if the perfons moft 
"^concerned would but order Mr. Bernard Lintot, 
the printer and publifher of this dangerous piece, 
to be taken into cuftody and examined, many far- 
ther difcoveries might be made both of this poet's 
and abettor's fecret defigns, which are doubtlefs of 
the utmoll importance to the government. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The original of the following extraordinary treatife 
confifted of two large volumes in folio ; which 
might juflly be intitled, " The Importance of a 
Man to himfelf :'' but, as it can be of very little 
ufe to any body befides, I have contented myfelf 
to give only this Ihort abftradt of it, as a tafte of 
the true fpirit of memoir- writers. 

T N the name of the Lord. Anlen. I P. P. by the 
grace of God, clerk' of this parifh, writeth this 
hipLory. 

Ever fmce I arrived at the age of difcretion, I 
had a call to take upon me the fundlion of a parifh- 
clerk : and to that end, it feemed unto me meet 
and profitable to aflbciate myfelf with the parifh- 
clerks of this land ; fuch I mean as were right 
worthy in their calling, men of a clear and fweet 
voice, and of becoming gravity. 

Now it came to pafs, that I was born in the year 
of our Lord Anno Domini 1655:, the year whereia 
our worthy benefactor efquire Bret did add one 
bell to the ring of this parifh* So that it hath been 
wittily faid, " that one and the fame day did give 

« to 
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•* to this our church two. rare gifts, its great bell 
" and its clerk/V. 

Even when I was at fchool, my mlftrefs did ever 
extol me above the reft of the youth^ in that I had 
a laudable voice. And it was furthermore obftrved^ 
that I took a kindly afFedion unto that black letter, 
in which our bibks are printed. Yea, often did I 
exercife myfelf in finging godly-ballads, fuch as 
the lady and death, the children in the wood, atid 
chevy-chace ; and not like other children, in lewd 
and trivial ditties. Moreover^ while I was a boy, 
I always adventured to lead thd pfalni next after 
mafter William Harris, my predeceflbr, who (it 
muft be confefled to the glory of God) was a moft 
excellent parifh-clerk in that his day* 

Yet be it acknowledged, that at the age of fix- 
' teen I became a company-keeper, being led into 
• idle converfation by my extraordinaiy love to ring- 
ing ; infomuch that in a fhort time I was acquainted 
with every fet of bells in the whole dountry : nei* 
ther could I be prevailed uporl to abfent myfelf 
from wakes, being called thereunto by the harmony 
of the fteeple. While I was in thefe fociefies^ I 
gave myfelf up to unfpiritual paftimes, fuch as 
Avreftling, dancing, and cudgel-playing j fo that I 
often returned to my father's houfe with a broken 
pate. . I had my head broken at Milton by Thomas 
"Wyat, as we played a bout or two for a hat, that 
Was edged with filver galloon : but in the year fol- 
lowing I broke the head of Henry Stubbs, and ob- 
tained a hat not inferior to the former. At Yel-^ 
vefton I encountered George Cummins, weaver, 

K 2 and 
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and behold my head was broken a fecond time I at 
the wake of Waybrook I engaged William Simkins, 
tanner, when lo, thus was my head broken a third 
time, and much blood trickled therefrom. But 1 
admlniftred to my comfort, faying within myfelf, 
*' what man is there, howfoever dextrous in any 
** craft, who is for aye on his guard ?" A week 
after I had a bafe-born child laid unto me ; for in 
the days of my youth I was looked upon as a fol- 
lower of venereal fantafies : thus was I led into fin 
by the comelinefs of Sufanna Smith, who firft 
tempted me and then put me to fhame j for indeed 
fhe was a maiden of a feducing eye, and pleafant 
feature. I humbled myfelf before the juftice, I ac- 
knowledged my crime to our curate, and to do 
away mine offences and make her fome atonement^ 
was joined to her in holy wedlock on the fabbath 
d^y following. 

How often do thofe things which feem unto us 
misfortunes, redound to our advantage ! for the 
minifter (who had long looked on Sufanna as the 
mofl lovely of his parifhioners) liked fo well of my 
demeanour, that he recommended me to the ho- 
nour of being his clerk, which was then become 
vacant by the deceafe of good matter William 
Harris. 



[Here ends the firft chapter; after which follow, 
fifty- or fixty pages of his amours in general, and 
that particular one with Sufanna his prefent wife ; 
but I proceed to chapter the ninth. 
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No fooner was 1 dedied into mine office, but I 
. layed afide the powdered gallantries of my youth, 
and became a new man. I confidered myfelf as in 
fome wife of ecclefiaftical dignity, fince by wearing 
a band, which is no fmall part of the ornament of 
our clergy, I might not unworthily be deemed, as 
it were, a fhred of the linen veftment of Aaron. 

Thou mayeft conceive, O reader, with what 
concern I perceived the eyes of the congregation 
fixed upon me, when I firft took my place at the 
feet of the prieft. When I raifed the pfalm, how 
did my voice quaver for fear ! and when I arrayed 
the fhoulders of the minifter with the furplice, how 
did my joints tremble under me ! I faid within my- 
felf, " remember, Paul, thou ftandeft before men 
** of high worfhip, the wife Mr. juftice Freeman, 
** the grave Mr. juftice Thpmpfon, the good lady 
** Jones, and the two virtuous gentlewomen her 
*' daughters; nay the great Sir Thomas Truby, 
** knight and baronet, afid my young mafter the 
*' efquire, who fhall one day be lord of this ma- 
" nor." Notwithftanding which, it was my good 
hap to acquit myfelf to the good liking of the whole 
congregation ; but the Lord forbid I fhould glory 
therein. 

^ [The next chapter contains an account how he 
difcharged the feveral duties of his office ; in parti- 
cular he infifts on the following :] 

K 3 I wis 
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I was determined to reform the maniiPold corrupt* 
ti ens and abufes, which had crept into the church. 

Firftjiwas efpeciallvfevere in whipping forth dogs 
from the femple, excepting the lap-dog of the good 
widow Howard, a fober do^ which yelped not, 
nor was there offence in his mouth. 

Secondly, I did even proceed to morofenefs, 
though fore againft my heart, unto poor babes, in 
tearing from them the half-eaten apples, which 
they privily munched at church. But verily it pi-^ 
tied me, for I remembered the days of my youth. 

Thirdly, with the fweat of my own hands, I did 
niake plain and fmooth the dogs e^r^ throughout 
pur great bible. 

Fourthly, the pews and benches, which were 
formerly fwept but once in three years, 1 caufed 
every Saturday to be fwept with a befom and trim-^ 
jned. 

Fifthly and laftly, I caufed the furplice to be 
neatly darned, wafhed, and laid in frefh lavender 
(yea, and fometimes to be fprinkled with rofe-r 
water) and I had great laud and praife from all the 
neighbouring clergy, forafmuch as no parifh kept 
the minifter in cleaner liQcn. 

[Notwithftanding thefe his public cares, in the ele- . 
venth chapter he informs us, he did not negledl 
his ufual occupations as a handycraftfman, ] 

Shoes, faith he, did I make (and, if entreated, 
jnend) with good approbation, faces alfo did I 
fli^vp, and I clippe4 tjie hair. Chirurgery alfo I 

pradifeci 
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' praftifed in the worming of dogs ; but to bleed ad- 
ventured I not, except" the poon Upon this my 
twofold pfrofeflion there pafled among men a merry 
tale, delegable enough to be rehearfed ; how that 
being overtaken in liquor one Saturday evening, I 
fliaved the prieft with Spanifh blackinc?; for fhoes 
inftead of a wafh-ball, and with lamp- Mack pow-?. 
dered his peruke. But thefe were fayings of men, 
delighting in their own conceits more than in the 

, truth. For it is well known, that great was my 
fkill in thefe my crafts ; yea, I once had the ho-*- 
nour of trimming Sir Thomas himfelf without 
fetching blood. Furthermore, I was fonght unto 
to geld the lady Frances her fpaniel, which was 
wont to go aftray : he was called Toby, that is to 
fay Tobias. And thirdly, I was entrufted with a 
gorgeous pair of fhoes of the faid lady to fet an 
heel piece thereon ; and I received fuch praife there-* 
fore, that it was faid all over the parilh, I fliould 
be recommended unto the king to mend fhoes for 
his majefly : whom God preferve ! Amen, 

[The refl of this chapter I purpofely omit, for 
it mufl be owned, that when he fpeaks as a fhoe- 
maker he is very abfurd. He talks of Mofes's pul- 
ling off his fhoes, of tanning the hides of the bulls 
I of Bafan, of Simon the tanner, Sffc. and takes up 
y four or five pages to prove, that when the apoftles 
I were inftrufted to travel without fhoes, the precept 
did not extend to their fuccefTors.] 

! K 4 [The 
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[The next relates howhe-difcovered a thief with 
a bible and key, and experimented verfes of the 
pfalms, that had cured agues.] 

[I pafs over many others, which inform us of 
parifh affairs only, fuch as of the fucceflion of cu- 
rates j a lift of the weekly texts; what pfalms he 
chofe on proper occafions ; and what children were 
born and buried : the laft of which articles he con- 
cludes thus:] 

That the fhame of women may not endure, I 
fpeak not of baftards ; neither w^ill I name the mo- 
thers, although thereby I might delight many grave 
Vomen of the parifh : even her who hath done 
penance in the fheet will I not mention, forafmuch 
as the church hath been witnefs of her difgrace : 
let the father, who hath made due compofition wnth 
the church-wardens to conceal his infirmity, refl 
in peace ; my pen fhall not bewray him, for I alfo 
have finned. 

[The next chapter contains what he calls a great 
revolution in the church, part of which I trau- 
fcribe.] 

Now was the long expeAed time arrived, when 
the pfalms of king David Ihould be hymned unto 
the fame tunes, to which he played them upon his 
harp ; fo was I informed by my finging-mafter, a 
man right cunning in pfalmody. Now was our 

over- 



t ' CLERK OF THIS PARISH. X37 

( over-abundant quaver and trilling done away, and 
in lieu thereof was iiiftituted the fol-fa, in fuch 
'guife as is fung in his majefty's chapel. We had 
London finging-mafters fent into every parifh, like 
unto excifemen j and I alfo was ordained to adjoin 
myfelf unto them, though an unworthy difciple, 
in order to inftrudt my .fellow-parifhioners in this^ 
new manner of worlhip. What though they ac- 
cufed me of humming through the noftril as a fac- 

% but ; yet would I not forego that harmony, it hav- 
ing been agreed by the worthy parifh-clerks of 
London ftill to preferve the fame. I tutored the 
young men and maidens to tune their voices as it 
were a pfaltery, and the church on the Sunday was 
filled with thefe new hallelujahs. 

[Then follow full feventy chapters, containing 
an exadt detail of the law-fuits of the parfon and 
- his parifliioners concerning tythes, and near a hun- 
dred pages left blank with an earneft defire that the 
hiftory might be completed by any of his fucceflbrs, 
in whofe time thele fuits fliould be ended.] 

[The next contains an account of the briefs read 
in the church, and the fums collefted upon each. 
For the reparation of nine churches, colleded at 
nine feveral times, 2S. and yd. |. For fifty fami- 
lies ruined by fire, i s. f . For an inundation, a 
Jdng Charles's groat, given by lady Frances, Ssfr.] 

[In the next he laments the difufe of wedding- 
^rnions, and celebrates the benefits arifing from 

thofe 
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thofc at funerals, concluding with thefe words: 
Ah! let not the relations of the' deceafed grudge 
the fmall expence of a hat-band, a pair of glovea, 
and ten fhillings, for the fatisfadtion they are fure 
to receive from a pious divine, that their father, 
brother, or bofom wife are certainly in heaven,] 

[In ianother he draws a panegyric on one Mrs. 
Margaret Wilkinsj but, after great encomiums, 
concludes, that notwithftanding all, fhe was an un- 
profitable veflel, being a barren woman, and never 
once having furnifhed God's church with a chriften- 
in&] 

[We find in another chapter, how he was much 
ftaggered in his belief, and diftuibed in his 'con- 
fcience by an Oxford fcholar, who had proved to 
him by Ipgick, that animals might have rational, 
nay, immortal fouls ; but how he was again coiix- 
forted with the reflection, that if fo, they mi^t be 
allowed chriftian burial, and greatly augmeiit the 
fees of the parifh.] 

[In the two following chapters he is overpowered 
with vanity. We are told, how he was conftantly 
admitted to all the feafts and banquets of the church 
oflScers, and the fpeeches he there made for the 
good of the parifh. Hpw he gave hints to young 
clergymen to preach ; but above all how he gave a 
text for the 30th of January, which occafioned gi 
mofl excellent fermoh, the merits of which he take^ 
entirely to himfelf. PJe gives an account of a con-j 

ferencej 



€( 



CLERK OF THIS PARISH. 139 

/ ference he had with the.vicar concerning the ufe of 
texts. Let a preacher* (faith he) confider the af- 
fembly before whom he preacheth, and unto them 
adapt his text. Micah the 3d and nth afFordeth 
good matter for courtiers and court-ferving men. 
*' The heads of the land judge for reward, and 
the people thereof judge for hire, and the pro- 
phets thereof divine for money ; yet will they 
*' lean upon the Lord, and fay, is not the Lord 
*' among us ?'' Were the firft minifter to point 
out a preacher before the houfe of commons, would 
not he be wife to make choice of thefe words ? 
*' give and it fhall be given unto ye.'' Or before 
the lords, ^' giving no offence that the miniftry be 
** not blamed, 2 Cor. vi. 3." Or praifing the 
warm zeal of an adminiftration, ^' who maketh 
*^ his minifters a flaming fire, Pfal. civ. 4." We 
omit many others of his texts as too tedious. J 

[From this period the flyle of the book rifes ex- 
tremely. Before the next chapter was pafted the 
effigies of Dr. Sacheverel, and I found the oppofitc 
page, all on a foam with politics.] 

We are now (fays he) arrived at that celebrated 
year, in which the church of England was tried in 
the perfon of Dr. Sacheverel. I had ever the inte- 
reft of our high-church at heart, neither would I 
at any feafon mingle myfelf in the focieties of fana- 
ticks, whom I from my infancy abhorred more than 
the heathen or gentile. It was in thefe days I be- 
tjiought myfelf, that much profit might accrue unto 

our 
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our parifh, and even unto the nation^ could there 
be aflembled together a number of chofen men of 
the right fpirit, \vho might argue, refine, and de- 
fine, upon high and great matters. Unto this pur- 
pofe I did inftitute a weekly aflembly of divers 
worthy men, at the Rofe and Crown alchoufe, 
over whom myfeif (though unworthy) did prefide. 
Yea, I did read to them the Poft-boy of Mr. Roper, 
and the written letter of Mr. Pyer, upon which 
we communed afterwards among ourfelves. • 

Our fociety was compofed of the following per- 
ibns : Robert Jenkins, farrier ; Amos Turner, col- 
lar-maker ; George Pilcocks, late excifeman ; Tho- 
mas White, wheelwright ; and myfeif. Firft, of 
the firft, Robert Jenkins. 

He was a man of bright parts and Ihrewd con- 
ceit, for he never ihoed an horfe of a Whig or a 
fanatick, but he lamed him forely. 

Amos Turner, a worthy perfon, rightly efteem- 
ed among us for his fufferings, in that he had been 
honoured in the flocks for wearing an oaken 
bough. 

George Pilcocks, a fufFerer alfo ; of zealous and 
laudable freedom of fpeech, infomuch that his 
occupation had been taken from him. 

Thomas White, of good repute likewife, for 
that his uncle by the mother's fide had formerly 
been fervitor at Maudlin college, where the glori- 
ous Sacheverel was educated. 

Now were the eyes of all the parifh upon thefe 
our weekly councils. In a fhort fpice the minifter 
>came among us ; he fpake concerning us and our 

councils 
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touncils to a multitude of other minifters at the 
^vifitation, and they fpake thereof unto the mi- 
nifters at London," To that even the bifhops heard 
and marvelled thereat. Moreover Sir Thomas, 
member of parliament, fpake of the fame unto 
other members of parliament, who fpake thereof 
unto, the peers of the realm. Lo ! thus did our 
counfels enter into the hearts of our generals and 
our law-givers ; and from henceforth, even as we 
devifed, thus did they. 

[After this, the book is turned on a fudden from 
his own life to a hiftpry of all the public tranfac- 
tions of Europe, compiled from the news-papers of 
thofe times. I could not comprehend the meaning 
of this, till I perceived at laft, to my no fmall afto- 
nifhnicnt, that all the meafurcs of the four laft years 
of the queen, together with the peace at Utrecht, 
which have been ufually attributed to the earl of 
Oxford, duke of Ormond, lords Harcourt and Bo- 
lingbroke, and other great men, do here moft plainly 
appear to have been wholly owing to Robert Jen- 
kins, Amos Turner, George Pilcocks, Thomas 
White, but above all, P. P. 

The reader may be fure I was very inquifitive 
after this extraordinary writer, whofe work I have 
here abftrafted. I took a journey into the country 
on purpofe ; but could not find the leaft trace of 
him : till by accident I met an old clergyman, who 
faid he could not be pofitive, but thought it might 
be one Paul Philips, who had been dead about 
twelve years. And upon enquiry, all we could 
learn of that perfon from the neighbourhood, was, 
8 that 
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that he had been taken notice of for fwallowing 
loaches, and remembered by fome people by a 
black and white cur with one ear, that conftantly 
followed him. j 

[In the church-yard I read his epitaph, faid to 
be written by himfelf.] 

O reader, if that thou canft read. 

Look down upon this ftonej 
Do all we can, death is a man 

That never fpareth none* 
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CHART; 

Tbe occafion of the law-fuiu 

1NEED not tell you of the great quarrels, that 
have happened in our neighbourhood fincc the 
death of the late-4efd Strutt *; 'how the parfon f , 
and a \ cunning attorney, got him to fettle his 
eftate upon his coufin § Philip Baboon to the great 
difappointment of his coufin || efquire South. SoAie 
ftick not to fay, that the parfon and the attorney 
gorged a will, for which they were well paid by the 
family of the Baboons : let that be as it will, it is 
matter of faft, that the honour and eftate have con- 
tinued ever fmce in the perfon of Philip Baboon. 

• Charles II. of Spain died without iflue, and 
f Card. Portocarero and the 

I Marshal ofHarcourt, employed, as is fuppofed, by the Houfe 
of Bourbon, prevailed upon him to make a will, by which he fettled 
the fuCc^flion of the Spain ifti monarchy upon 

^ Philip of Bourbon Duke of Anjou, thongh his right had by the 
inoft folemn renunciations been barred in favour of 

II the Archduke Charles of Auftria ; 

Vol. XVII. I, Yotl 
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You know, that the lord Strutts have for many 
years been poflefs'd of a very .gr^at landed eftate, 1 
'Well-conditionM, Ivooded, watered, with coal, 1 
fait, tin, copper, iron, "if^c. all within themfelves ; 
that it has been the misfortune of that family to be . 
the property of their ftewards, tradefmen, and in- 
ferior fervants, which has brought great incum- 
brances upon them ; at the fame time, their not 
abating of their expenfive way of living has forced 
them to mortgage their beft manors : it is credibly -i 
reported, that the butchers and bakers bill of a lordT 
Strutt, that lived two hundred years ago, are not I 
yet paid. r ^\ 

When Philip Baboon came firft to the pofleflion j 
of the lord Strutt's eftate, his tradefmen, as is 
ufual upon fuch occafions, waited upon him to 
wifh him joy and befpeak his cuftom: the two 
chief were ^'' John Bull the clothier, and f Nic. 
Frog the linen-draper : They told him, that the 
Bulls and Frogs had ferved the lord Strutts with 
drapery- ware fd>r many years ; that they were ho- 
nefl: and ftiir-dealers ; that their bills had never 
been queftioned ; that the lord Strutts lived gene- ^ 
rouily, and never Ufed to dirty their fingers with 
pen, ink, and counters ; that his lordfhip might 
depend upon their honefly; that they would ufe ^ 
iiim as kindly, as they had done his predeceffors. 
The young lofd feemed to take all in good part, 
and difmifled them with a deal of feeming content, 

* the Englifh and 

f the Dutch congratulated PhilJp upon a fucceflion, which they 
-A,c'ic rxt alilc to prevent : but to difappomE-the ambition of 

afluriag 
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afluring them he did not intend to change any of 
Tthe honourable maxima of his predeceffors* 

CHAR 11. 

ffow Bull and FrOg grew jealous^ that the lord 
Strutt intended to give all bis cuftom to his grand^ 
father Lewis Baboon ** 

T T happened unfortunately for the peace df our 
* neighbourhood, that this young lord had an old 
cunning rogue, or (as the Scots call it) a falfe loon^ 
of a grandfather, that one might juftly call a Jack 
of all trades f ; fometimes you would fee him be- 
hind his counter felling broad-cloth^ fometimes^ 
meafuring linen ; next day he would be dealing in 
mercery- ware ; high heads^ ribbons, gloves, fans, 
and lace, he underftood to a nicety j Charles Ma^ 
ther could not bubble a young beau better with a 
toy ; nay, he would defcend even to the felling of 
tape, garters, and ihoebuckles : when Ihop waa 
fliut up, he would go about the neigbbotirhood, 
and earn half a crown^by teaching the young men 
and maids to dance- By thefe methods he had ac- 
quired immenfe riches, which he ufed to fquandef 
X away at back-fword, quarter-ftaff, and cudgel- 
play, in which he took gfeaC pleafure, and Qhal-' 

• Lewis the XIV, and hinder the French nation, tvhofe 
f trade and charadler are thus deferibed, and whofe king h^ a 
\ flroag difpofition to war, from becoming too potent^ an al- 
liance was formed to ** procure a reafonable fatisfadtion lo the houH^ 
** of Auilria for its prctenftons to the Spaoiib f&cceiliony and fuf* 
^« ficlenc 

L 1 ' lenged 
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lenged all the country. You will fay it Is no wort^ 
der if Bull and Frog fliould be jealous of this fellow* 
" It is not impoffible (fays Frog to Bull) but this 
" old rogue will take the management of the young 
*' lord's bufmefs into his hands ; befides the rafcal 
*' has good ware, and will ferve him as cheap as 
*' any body. In that cafe, I leave you to judge 
*' what muft become of. us and our families ; we 
*^ muft fl:arve, or turn journeymen to old Lewis 
*' Baboon ; therefore, neighbour, I hold it advife* 
** able, that we write to young lord ,Strutt to know 
" the bottom of this matter." 

CHAP. III. 
A copy 2/^ Bull arid FrogV letter to lord Strutf. 

MY LORD, 

T SUPPOSE your lordflilp knows, that the Bul!^ 
and the Frogs have ferved the lord Strutts with 
all forts of drapery- ware time out of mind : and 
whereas we are jealous, not without reafon, that 
your lordfhip intends henceforth to buy of your 
grandfire old Lewis Baboon ; this is to inform your* 
lordfhip, that this proceeding does not fuit with 
the circumftances of our families, who have lived 
and made a good figure in the world by the gene-' 
rofity of the lord Strutts. Therefore wc think fit 
to acquaint your lordfhip, that you muft find fuffi- 
cient fecurity '* to us, our heirs and affigns, that 

you 

• «« fecurity to England and Holland for their dominions, naviga- 
" tion, and commerce, and to prevent the union of the two monar- 

•* chies 



^ . J O H N B U L L. 149 

■ you will not employ Lewis Baboon; or elfe we 
■ will take our remedy at law, clap an adlion upon 
you of 20,000 1. for old debts, feize and diftrain 
your goods and chattels, which, confidering your 
Iprdfhip's circumftances, will plunge you into dif- 
ficulties, from which it will not be eafy to extri- 
cate yourfelf ; therefore we hope, when your lord- 
fhip has better confidered on it, you will comply 
'V^'ith the defire of 

» Your loving friends, 

JOHN BULL, 
NIC. FROG. 

Some of BulFs friends advifed him to take gentler 
methods with the young lord ; but John naturally 
loved rough play. It is impoffible to exprefs the 
furprize of the lord Strutt upon the receipt of this 
letter ; he was not flufli in ready either to go to 
law, or clear old debts, neither could he find good 
t)ail ; he offered to bring matters to a friendly ac- 
commodation ; and promifed upon his word of ho- 
jiour, that he would not change his drapers ; but 
all to no purpofe, for Bull and Frog faw clearly 
that old Lewis would have the cheating of him. 

♦' chies France and Spain." To elFedt thefe purpofes, queen Ana 
>yas by 



GHAP. 



jjo THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. IV. 

llow Buil-^/i^/ Frog went to law with lord Strutt 
about the prtmifes^ and wen joined by the reft of 
the trade/men^ 

A LL endeavours of aecommodation between 
^^ lord Strutt ;aad his drapers proved vain j jea^ 
loufies increafed, and indeed it was rumoured 
abroad, that lord Strutt had befpoke his new live- ^ 
ries of old Lewis Baboon, This coming to Mrs, 
Bull's * ears, when John Bull came home^ be 
found all his family in an uproar. Mrs, Bull, you 
muft know, was very apt to be choleric. *^ You 
^' fot, fays (he, you loiter about ale-houfes and ta- 
^ verns, fpend your time at billiards, ninepins, ^or 
** puppet-fhows, or flaunt about the ftreets in your 
^' new gilt chariot, never minding me nor your 
" numerous family. Don't you hear how lord 
^ Strutt has befpoke his liveries at Lewis Baboon's - 
*' fliop ? Don't you fee how that old fox fteals 
" away your cuftomers, and turns you out of your 
** bufmefs every day, and you fit like an idle drone 
*^ with your hands in your pockets ? Fie upon it ! 
^ up man, rouze thyfelf j I'll fell to my fhift, be- 
*' fore rU be fo ufed by that knave." You muft 
think Mrs. Bull had been pretty well tuned up by 
Frog, who chimed in with her learned liarangue. 
No farther delay now, but to council learned iu 

• the parliament precipitated into the w^r ^s a principal, Among 
hci illics were 

^ thg 
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the law they go, who uiaanimoufly afllired them 
: both of the jiiftjlce and infallible fuccefs of their 
law-fuit, 

I told you before, that old Lewis Baboon was a 
fort of a Jack of all trades, which made the reft 
of the tradefmen jealous, as well as Bull and Frog ; 
they hearing of the quarrel, were glad of an op- 
portunity of joining againft old Lewis Baboon, 
provided that Bull and Frog would bear the charges 
of the fuit ; even lying Ned, the chimney-fweeper 
*of Savoy*, and Tom, the Portugal duftmanf, 
put in their claims ; and the caufe was put into 
the hands of Humphry Hocus the attorney $. 

A declaration was drawn up fo fhew " That 
" Bull and Frog had undoubted right by prefcrip- 
** tion to be drapers to the lord Strutts ; that there 
** '^ere feveral old contracts to that purpofe ; that 
" Lewis Baboon had taken up the trade of clothier 
^' and draper, without ferving his time or pur- 
" chafing his freedom ; that he fold goods that 
" were not marketable, without the ftamp ; that 
** he himfelf was more fit for a bully than a tradef- 
" man, and went about through all the country 
** fairs, challenging people to fight prizes, wreft- 
" ling, and cudgel-play ;*' and abundance more to 
this purpofe, 

* the Duke of Savoy and 
f the King of Portugal ; and 

J John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, was appointed general 
in chief of the confederate arz9y. 
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CHAP, v: 

4 

The true cbaraStcrs of John Bull, Nic. Frog, and ^ 

Hocus. 

XpOR the better underftanding the following 
hiftory, the reader ought to know, that Bull, 
in the main, was an honeft plain-dealing fellow, 
cholerick, bold, and of a very unconftant temper ; 
he dreaded not old Lewis, either at backrfword,'' 
fmgle faujchion, or cudgel-play ; but then hp was 
very apt to quarrel with his beft friends, efjpecially 
if they pretended to govern him : if you flattered 
him, you might lead him like a child. John's 
temper depended very much upon . the air ; his 
fpirits rofe and fell with the ^yeather-glaf8. John 
was quick, and underftood his bufiqefs very well j 
but no man alive was more carelefs in looking into 
his accounts, or more cheated by partners, appren-r 
tices, and fervants. This was occafioned by his 
being a boon companion, loving his bottle and his 
diyerfion j for, to fay truth, np man kept a better 
houfe than John, nor fpent his money more gene- 
f oufly. By plain and fair dealing, John had acr 
quired fome plumbs, and might have kept them, 
had it not been for his unhappy law-fuit. 

Nic. Frog was a cunning, fly whorefon, quite 
the reyerfe of John in many particulars ; covetous, 
frugal ; minded domeftic affairs ; would pinch his 
belly to iiive his pocket ; never loft a farthing by 
carelefs fervants, or bad debtors. He did riot care 

much 
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much for any fort of diverfions, except tricks of 
High German , artifts, and leger-'de-main : no man 
jsxceeded Nic. in thefe ; yet it muft be owned, that 
Nic. was a fair dealer, and in that way acquired 
immenfe riches. 

Hocus was an old cunning attorney ; and though 
this was the firft confiderable fuit that ever he was 
engaged in, he ftiewed himfelf fuperior in addrefs 
to moft of his profeffion : he kept always good 
clerks, he loved money, was fmooth-tongued, gave 
good words, and feldom loft his temper : he was 
not worfe than an infidel, for he provided plenti- 
fully for his family ; but he loved himfelf better 
than them all: the neighbours reported, that he 
was hen-pecked ; which was impoflible by fuch a 
inild-fpirited woman as his wife was. 

CHAP. VI. 
Of the various fuccefs of the laix>^fmt. 

T AW is a bottomlefs pit ; it is a cormorant, a 
harpy, that devours every thing. John Bull 
was flattered by the lawyers, that his fuit would 
not laft above a year or two at moft ; that before 
that time he would be in quiet poflTeflion of his 
bufinefs: yet ten long years did Hocus fteer his 
caufe through all the meanders of the law, and all 
the courts. No fkill, no addrefs was wanting; 
and, to fay truth, John did not ftarye his caufe ; 
there wanted pot yellow-boys to fee counfel, hire 
^itneflfes, and bribe juries : lord Strutt was gene- 
rally 
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rally caft, never had one verdidt in his favour; 
and John was promifcd that the next, and the 
next, would be the final determination*: but 
alas ! that final determination and happy conclu- 
fion was like an inchanted ifland, the nearer John 
came to it, the farther it went from him : new 
trials upon new points ftiH arofe; new doubts, 
new matters to be cleared ; in Ihort, lawyers fel- 
dom part with fo good a caufe, till they have got 
the oyfter, and their clients the fhell. John's 
ready money, book-debts, bonds, mortgages, all 
went into the lawyers pockets : then John began 
to borrow money upon Bank-ftock and Eaft-India 
bonds ; now and thert a farm went to pot : at laft 
it was thought a good expedient to fet up efquire 
South's title, to prove the will forged, and difpof- 
fefs Philip lord Strutt at once f. Here again was 
a new field for the lawyers, and the caufe grew 
more intricate than even John grew madder and 
madder; wherever he met any of lord Strutt's 
fcrvants, he tore off their clothes : now and then 
you would fee them come home naked, without 
flioes, (lockings, and linen. As for old Lewis 
Baboon, he was reduced to his laft Ihift, though 

• The war was carried on agalnft France and Spain with great 
facccfs, and a peace might have been concluded upon the principles 
of the alliance ; but a partition of the Spaniih dominions in favour 
of thchoufeof Auftria, and an engagement that the fame perfon 
fliould' never be king of France and Spain, were not now thought 
fulHcient. 

f It was infifted, that the will in favour of Philip was contrary to 
treaty; and there was a parliamentaiy declaration for continuing 
the war, till ke fhould be dethro^ed. 

he 
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he had as many as any other: his children were 
reduced from rich fiiks to Doily ftufFs ; his fervants 
in rags, and bare-footed : inftead of good visuals, 
they now lived upon neck-beef, and buUock^s 
liver : in fhort, nobody got much by the matter, 
but the men of law. 



CHAP. VIL 

ffow^ John Bull was Jo mightily pleafed with his 
fuccefs^ that he was going to leave off bis trade^ 
and turn lawyer. 

TT is wifely obferved by a great philofopher, 
that habit is a fecond nature : this was verified 
in the cafe of John Bull, who, from an honeft and 
plain tradefman, had got fuch a haunt about the 
courts of juftice, and fuch a jargon of law-words, 
that he concluded himfelf as able a lawyer as any 
that pleaded at the bar, or fat on the bench : He 
was overheard one day talking to himfelf after this 
manner * : ^ How capricioufly does fate or chance 
^* difpofe of mankind ? How feldom is that bufi- 
** nefs allotted to a man, for which he is fitted by 
** nature ? It is plain, I was intended for a man 
^^ of law : how did my guardians miftake my ge- 
** nius, in placing me, like a mean flave, behind a 
" counter ? Blefs me ! what immenfe eftates thefe 
^ fellows raife by the law ? Befides, it is the pro- 
f^ feffion of z. gentleman. What a pleafure is it to 

^ The manners and fentiQients of the nation became extravagant 

fn4 chimerical, 

** be 
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be victorious in a ca]i^ ? to fwagger at the bar ? 
" What afoolamltodrudgeauiymgrein this woollen 
^' trade ? for a lawyer I was born, and a lawyer I 
** will be; one is never too old to learn," All 
this while John had conned over fuch a catalogue 
of hard words, as were enough to conjure up the 
devil ; thefe he ufed to babble indifferently in all 
companies, efpecially at coffee-houfes ; fo that his 
neighbour tradefmen began to Ihun his company, 
as a man that was cracked, Inftead of the affairs 
of Blaclcwell-hall, and the price of broad cloth, 
wool, and baizes, he talks of nothing but adtions 
upon the cafe, returns, capias, alias capias, demurr 
lers, venire facias, replevins, fuperfedeas's, certio- 
raris, writs of error, adtions of trover and conver-* 
lion, trefpaffes, precipe's and dedimus. This w^as 
matter of jeft to the learned in law j however. 
Hocus, and the reft of the tribe, encouraged John 
in his fancy, affuring him, that he had a great ge- 
nius for law ; that they queftioned not, but in time 
he might raife money enough by it to reimburfe 
Iiim all his charges ; that if he ftudied,- he would 
undoubtedly arrive to the dignity of a lord chief 
jaftice* : as for the advice of honeft friends and 
neighbours, John defpifed it ; he looked upon them 
as fellows of a low genius, poor groveling mecha- 
nics ; John reckoned it more honour to have got 
one favourable verdict, than to have fold a bale of 
broad cloth. As for Nic, Frog, to fay the truth, 
he was more prudent ; for though he followed his 

• Hold the balance of power* 

law-f 
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iaw-fuit clofely, he negld^td not his ordinary bu- • 
Tinefs, but was -'both^itt" 'court and in his fhop at 
the proper hours. 

C H A P. VIIL 

Hoiv John dtfcovered that Hocus bad an intrigue 
with his wife; and what followed thereupon. 

JOHN had not run on a madding fo long, had 

it not been for an extravagant bitch of a wife, , 
whom Hocus perceiving John to be fond of, .was 
refolved to win over to his fide. It is a true fay- 
ing, " that the laft nian of the parifli, that knows 
•' of his cuckoldom, is himfelf." It was obferved 
by all the neighbourhood, that Hocus had dealing^ 
with John's wife *, that were not fo much for his 
lionour ; but this was perceived by John a little too 
late : flie was a luxurious jade, loved fplendid 
eqiliipages, plays, treats, and balls, differing very- 
much from the fober manners of her anceftors, and 
by no means fit for a tradefman's wife. Hocus . 
fed her extravagancy (what was ftill more fhame- 
ful) with John's own money. Every body faid, 
that Hocus had a month's mind to her body ; be 
that as it will, it is matter of fad, that upon all 
occafions fhe run out extravagantly on the praife of 
ilocus. When John ufed to be finding fault with, 
his bills, fhe ufed to reproach him as ungrateful to 
his greateft benefador ; one that had taken fo 

• And it was believed, that the general tamp:red with the par- 
liament, 

9 piuch 
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much pains in his lavr^-fuit, and retrieved his fa- 
mily from the oppreflion of old Lewis Baboon. A 
good fwinging fum of John's readieft cafh went 
towards building of Hocus's country-houfe *. This 
affair between Hocus and Mrs. Bull was now fo 
open, that all the world were fcandalized at it ; 
John was not fo clod-pated, but at laft he took the 
hint. The parfon of the parifh f preaching one 
day with more zeal than fenfe againft adultery ij:^ 
Mrs. Bull told her hufband, that he was a very 
uncivil fellow to ufe fuch coarfe language before 
people of condition ; that Hocus was of the fame 
mind ; and that they would join to have him 
turned out of his living for ufing perfonal reflec- 
tions. How do you mean, fays John, by perfonal 
refledtions? I hope in God, wife, he did not 
reflefl: upon you ? " No, thank God, my reputa* 
** tion is too well eftablifhed in the world to receive 
^ any hurt from fuch a fouKmouthed fcoundrel aa 
^f he ; his dodlrine tends only to make hufbands 
** tyrants, and wives flaves ; muft we be fhut up, 
** and hulbands left to their liberty ? Very pretty 

* who fettled upon hjm the manor of Woodftpck, and afterwards 
entailed that, with ^000 \, fsr'anfium, payable out of the Poft-ofiice, 
to defcend with his honours ; over and above this, an immenfe fum 
was expended in building lilenheim Houfe. About this time (Nov. 
6, 1709) 

t Dr. Henry Sachcvercl preached a fcrmon againft popular re- 
ilftance of regal authority. 

} The honfe of commons voted this fermon a libel on her roa-^ 
jefty and her government, the revolution, the proteftant fucceilion, 
and the parliament ; they impeached him of high crimes aii<? mif^ 
demeanours ; he yisis (Ilenced for three years, ^od the fermon burac 
by the hangmaa. 

** indeed! 
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** indeed! a wife muft never go abroad with a 
•' Platonick to fee a play or a ball ; fhe muft never. 
*' ftir without her hulband , nor walk in Spring- 
*' garden with a coufin. I do fay, hufband, and I 
" will ftand by it, that without the innocent free- 
•' doms of life, matrimony would be a moft into- 
" lerable ftate ; and that a wife's virtue ought to 
" be the refult of her own reafon, and not of her 
" hufband's government ; for my part, I would 
" fcorn a hulband that would be jealous, if he faw 
" a fellow a-bed with me*." All this while, 
John's blood boiled in his veins : he was now con* 
firmed in all his fufpicions ; jade, bitch, and whore 
were the tcft words that John gave her f . Things 
went from better to worfe, till Mrs. Bull aimed a 
knife :|: at John, though John threw a bottle § at 
her head very brutally indeed [| : and after this, 
there was nothing but confufion : bottles, glafles, 
fpoons, plates, knives, forks, and difhes flew about 
like duft ; the refult of which was, that Mrs. Bull H 
received a bruife in her right fide, of which fhe 
died half a year after. The bruife impofthumated, 
and afterwards turned to a ftinking ulcer, which 
made every body fhy to come near her j yet fhe 

* Thcfe proceedings caufed a great ferment in the nation. 

t The houfe complained of being afperfed and vilified; oppro* 
brious terms were ufed by both parties, and one had recourfe to 

X military power, becaufe it was affaulted by the other with 

§ tumult and riot. 

)| The confiinon every day increafed ; the whig or low church 
party in* the hoiife of commons began to decline, after much con- 
tention and debate 

€[ ihc r^irliaiiient v/as prorogued. 

Wanted 
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waiited not the help of many able pbyficians, who"^ 
attended very diligently, and did what men of fkilf 
could do 3 but all to no purpofe, for her condition 
^as now quite defperate., all regular phyficians,- 
and her neareft relations, .haying given her over. 
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Howforhc quacks undertook to cure Mrs. Bull of her 

4ilcer'^i. 

^TpHERE is nothing fo impoffible in nature,- 
but mountebanks will undertake ; nothing fa 
incredible, but they will affirm : Mrs. Bull's con- 
dition was looked upon as defperate by all the men 
of art J but there were thofe^ that bragged they 
had an infallible ointment and plafter, which be- 
ing applied to the fore, would cure it in a few 
'days ; at the fame time they would give her a pill,^ 
that would purge off all her bad hurnours, fweeten 
her blood, and rectify her difturbed imagination. 
In fpite of all applications, the patient grew worfe 
every day ; fhe flunk fo, nobody durfl come within 
a flone's throw of her, except thofe quacks who 
attended her clofe, and apprehended no danger. 
If one afked them, how Mrs. Bull did ? Better and 
better, faid they ; the parts heal, and her confli- 
tution mends j if fhe fubmits to our government,' 
fhe will be abroad in a little time. Nay, it is re- 
ported, that they wrote to her friends in the coun- 

* and notwithftanding many attempts to prolong it, particularly 
feme diiEcahies darted by the Lord 

try, 

i 
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^ry, that fhe fhould dance a jigg next Odober in 
Weftminfter-hall,^ aod that her illnefs had chiefly 
been owing to bad phyficiins. At laft, one of them* 
was ferit for in great hafte, his patieilt grew worfe 
and worfe : when he came, he aflSrmed that it was 
a grofs miftake, and that fhe was never in a fairer 
way: Bring hither the falve, fays He, and give 
her a plentiful draught of my cordial. As he was 
applying his ointrhehts, and adrriiriiftering the cor- 
dial, the patient gave tip the ghoft, to the great 
confufion of the quack, and the great joy of Bull 
arid his friends. The quack fluiig away oUt 6f the 
houfe in great difbrder; and fwore there t^^as foul 
play, for he was fUre his medicines wei'e Infalliblci 
Mrs. SuU having didd without any figns of I'epent- 
ance or devotion, the dlergy would hardly alloW 
her a chriftian burial. The relations had once re- 
fdlved to fue John for the inurdfer ; biit confidering 
better of it, and that fiich a trial would rip up old 
ibres, arid difcbVer things riot fo riiuth to the re- 
putatidn of the deceafed, they dfopt their defign* 
flie left no will, only there was found in her ftrong 
Box the following words wrote on a fcrip of paper, 
** My curfe ori John Bull, and all my polierity, 

i ** if ever they come to ariy compofition w^ith the 

[<^ Lord Strutt.'* 

She left him three daughters, whofe names were 

I tolemia, Difcordia, and Ufuria f * 

^ chancellor, it was diflblved on the 21 Sept. 17 10. 
f War, faftioni and ufury. 

Vol. XVII. M CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

^Of John BuUV fecond wife^ and the good advice 
tbatjbc gave him *. 

T O H N quickly got the better of his grief, and 
feeing that neither his conftitution, or the affairs 
of his family, could permit him to live in an un- 
married ftate, he refolved to get him another wife ; 
a coufm of his Jaft wife*s was propofed, but John 
would have no more, of the breed: in fhort, he.j 
wedded a fober country gentlewoman, of a go«d 
family, and a plentiful fortune, the reverfe of the 
other in her temper ; not but that fhe loved money, 
for fhe was^ faving, and applied her fortune to pay 
John's clamorous debts, that the unfrugal methods 
of his laft wife, and this ruinous law-fuit, had 
brought him into. One day, as fhe had got her 
hufband in a good humour, fhe talked to him after 
the following manner f : "My dear, fince I have 
" been your wife, I have obferved great abufes and 
" diforders in ypur family ; your fervants are mu- 
*' tinous and quarrelfome, and cheat you mofl 
" abominably; your cook-maid is in a combina- 
" tion witli your butcher, poulterer, and fifli- 
*' monger : your butler purloins your liquor, and 
*^ the brewer fells you hogwafh ; your baker cheats 
" both in weight and in tafe ; even your milk- woman 



* The new parliament, which was averfe to the war, made 
t a reprefentation of the mifmanagcment in the feveral tjfiiccs^ 
particularly thofe for viftualling and clothing the navy and army; 

« and 
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** and your nUrfery-maid have a fellow-felHrig ; 
*' your taylor^ itiftead of fhredsj cabbages whole 
*' yards of cloth ; befides, leaving fuch long fcores, 
** and not going to market with ready moneys 
*' forces lis to take bad warfe of the tradefmen at 
** their own price. You have not poffed your 
*' books thefe ten years ; hbw is it poflible for a 
*' man of bufmefs to keep his affairs eveii in the 
*' world at this rate ? Pray God this Hocus be 
^' honeft: would to God yoii would look over his 
*' bills, and fee how matters ftand between Frog 
^' and you*t prodigious funis are Ipent in this 
*' law-fuit^ and more muft be borrowed of fcrivfin- 
*' eirs and ufurers at heavy interefti Befides, my 
** dear, let me beg of you to lay afide that wild 
^ projeft of leaving your bufmefs to turn lawyer^ 
^* for which, let me tell you, nature never defigned 
^ you. Believe me, thefe rogues do but flatter^ 
*^ that they may pick your pocket ; obferve what a 
** parcel of hungry ragged fellows live by your 
** caiife ; to be fure they will never make an end 
*^ on't ; I forefee this haunt you have got about 
** the courts, will one day or other bring youif 
^* family to beggary. Confiderj my dearj how 
^* indecent it is to abandon your fhopj arid follow 
^ pettifoggers; the habit is fo ftrong upon you, 
^ that there is hardly a plea between two country 
^ efquires about a barren acre upon a common, but 
" you draw yourfelf in as bail, furety, or foUi- 
^ citorf." John heard her all this while with. 

♦ and of the fums that ha4 been expended on the war, 
f which was however flill a favourite with the people, 

M 2 ^ patience, 
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patience, till fhe pricked his maggot, and touched 
him in the tender point ; then he broke out into a 
violent paffion, " What I not fit for a lawyer ! let 
** me tell you, my clod-pated relations fpoiled the 
*' greateft genius in the world, when they bred me 
*' a mechanic. Lord Strutt, and his old rogue of 
" a grandfirc, have found to their coft, that I can 
" manage a law-fuit as well as another." " I 
" don't deny what you fay," replied Mrs. Bull, 
'' nor do I call in queftion your parts ; but, I fay, 
** it does not fuit with your circumftances : you 
*' and your predeceffors have lived in good repu- 
*' tation among your neighbours by this fame 
" clothing-trade, and it were madnefs to leave it 
" off. Befides, there are few that know all the 
" tricks and cheats of thefe lawyers; does not 
** your own experience teach you, how they have 
*' drawn you on from one term to another, and 
" how you have danced the round of all the 
" courts, ftill flattering you with a final iffue, and, 
" for aught I can fee, your caufe is not a bit 
" clearer than it was feven years ago." " I will 
" be damn'd," fays John, " if I accept of any* 
" compofition from Strutt or his grandfather ; Til 
" rather wheel about the ftreets an engine to grind 
*' knives and fciifars ; however, I'll take your ad- 
*^ vice, and look over my accompts." 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XL 

How John looked over bis attorney s bill. 

\X7 HEN John firft brought out the bills, the 
^ ^ furprize of all the family was unexpreflible 
at the prodigious dimenfions of them j they would 
have meafured with the beft bale of cloth in John's 
fhop. Fees to judges, puny judges, clerks, pro- 
thonotaries, philizers, chirographers, under-clerks, 
proclamators, council, witnefles, jury-men, mar- 
ihals, tipftafFs, criers, porters; for enrollings, ex- 
emplifications, bails, vouchers, returns, caveats, 
examinations, filings of writs, entries, declarations, 
replications, recordats, noli profequis, certiorari^, 
. mittimus's, demurrers, fpecial verdids, informa- 
tions, fcire facias, fuperfedeas, habeas corpus, 
coach-hire, treating of witnefles, Ej'r. " Verily,'* 
fays John, " there are a prodigious number of 
^' learned words in this law ; what a pretty fcienc? 
*' it is !" " Ay ! but hufband, you have paid for 
** every fy liable and letter of thefe fine words ; 
^' blefs me, what immenfe fums are at the bottom 
*' of the account !" John fpent feveral weeks in. 
looking over his bills ; and by comparing and 
ftating his accounts, he difcovered, that befide the 
extravagance of every article, he had been egre- 
gioufly cheated ; that he had- paid for council that 
were never feed, for writs that were never drawn^ 
for dinners that were never drefled, and journeys 
that were never made : In fhort, that the tradef- 

M 3 men. 
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men, lawyers, and Frog, had agreed to throw the 
burden of the law-fuit upoq. his Ihoulders, 



CHAP. XII. 

IIow John grew angry ^ and refolved to accept a 
compofttion * ; and what methods were praSlifed 
by the lawyers for keeping htm from it. 

^17 ELL might the learned Daniel Burgefs fay, 
^ that a law-fuit is a fuit for life. He that 
fows his grain upon marble, will have many a 
Jiungry belly before harveft. This John felt by 
woeful experience. John 's caufe was a good milch 
tow, and many a man fubfifted his family out of 
it* However John began to think it high time to 
look about him. He had a coufin in the country, 
one Sir f Roger Bold, whofe predeceflbrs had beea 
bred up to the law, and knew as much of it as any 
body J but having left pff the profeffion for fome 
time, they took great pleafure in compounding 
law-fuits amiong their neighbours, for which they 
were the averfion of the gentlemen of the long 
robe, and at perpetual war with all the country 
attorneys. John put his caufe in Sir Roger's hands, 
defiring him to make the beft of it : the news had 
no fooner reached the ears of the lawyers, but they 
^ere all in aa uproar* They brought all the reft 

• When at length pf ace was thought to be eligible upon more? 
moderate terms, a treaty was entered into by 

f Robert Harley, afterward E. of Oxford, who was made trea- 
forcer in the ilead of the lord Godolphin, and there was now not 
pnly a new parliament, but a new minifbya 

■ ■■' ' ■' of 
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of the tradefmen upon John : * 'Squire South fwore 
he was betray e(Jj /that lie "would ftarve before he 
compounded ; Frog faid he was highly wronged j 
even lying Ned the chimney-fweeper, and Tom 
the duflman, complained that their intereft was fa- 
crificed. The lawyers, follicitors, Hocus, and his 
clerks, were all up in arms, at the news of the 
compofition f ; they abufed him and his wife 
moft fhamefully, " You filly, awkward, ill-bred, 
*' country-fow, (quoth one) have you no more 
*' manners than to rail at Hocus, that has faved 
" that clod-pated numlkuUM ninny-hammer of 
" yours from ruin, aud all his family ? It is well 
*' known, how he has rifen early and fat up late 
" to make him eafy, when he was fotting at every 
** ale-houfe in town. I knew his laft wife ; fli? 
*' was a woman of breeding, good humour, and 
*' complaifance ; knew how to live in the world : 
" as for you, you look like a puppet moved by 
" clock-work : your clothes hang upon you, as 
*' they were upon tenter-hooks, and you come 
" into a room as you were going to Ileal away a 
*' pifs-pot: get you gone into the country to look 
" after your mother's poultry, to milk the cows, 
*' churn the butter, and drefs up nofegays for a 
** holy-day, and not meddle with matters, which 
*' you know no more of, than the fign-poft before 
" your door : it is well-known, that Hocus had 
*' an eftabliflied reputation ; he never fwore an 

• the meafure was oppofed by the allies and the general : 
t the houfe of commons was cenfured as totally ignorant of bu- 
^nefs ; 

M 4 ^ oath. 
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*^ oath, nor told a lie in all his life ; - he is grateful 
" to his benefadors, faimful to his' friends, liberal 
*? to his dependants, and dutiful to his fuperiors ; 
*■ he values not your money more than the duft 
f^ under his feet, but he hates to be abufed. Once 
*^ for all, Mrs. Mynx, leave off talking of HocuSj 
** or I will pull out thofe faucer eyes of yours, and 
*^ make that redftreak country face look as raw as 
^.' an ox-cheek upon a butcher's ftall : remember, 
f^ I fay, that there are pillories and ducking-ftools."* 
With this away they flung, leaving Mrs. Bull no 
time to reply. No ftone w^s left unturned to fright 
John from his compofition *: fometimes they 
fpread reports at cofFee-houfes, that John and his 
Wife werie run mad j that they intended to give up 
houfe, and make over all their eftate to Lewis 
Baboon ; that John had been often heard talking 
to himfelf, and feen in the Itreets without fhoes or 
ftockings; that he did nothing from morning till 
night but beat his fervants, after having been the 
beft mafter alive : as for his wife, ftie was a meer 
natural. Sometimes John's houfe was befet with a 
w^hole regiment of attorneys' clerks, bailiffs and 
tailifis-followers, and other fmall retainers of the 
law, who threw ftones at his windows, and dirt at 
himfelf, as he went along the ftreet. When John 
complaiaed of want of ready money to carry on his 
fuit, they advifed him to pawn his plate and jewels 
and that Mrs. Bull ihould fell her linen and w:ear-^ 
ing -clothes. 

* and it was faid, that the nation woul4 at laft be fecrificed to tfco 
ambition of France. | * 

C H A .fp, 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Mrs. Bull's vindication of the indifpenfahle duty of 
cuckoldom^ incumbent upon wives in cafe of the 
tyranny^ infidelity^ or infiifficiency of hujbands: 
being a full anfwer to the doElor s fermon againji 
adultery ^. 

JOHN found d^ily frefli proofs of the infidelity 
and bad defigns of his deceafed wife ; apiong 
pther things, one day looking over his cabinet, Ijq 
found the following paper, 

T T is evident that matrimony is founded upon aq. 
original contra£t, whereby the wife makes over 
the right flie has by the law of nature to the concu^ 
hitus vagus ^ in favour of the hufband ; by which 
he acquires the property of all her pofterity. Bu^; 
then the obligation is mutual : and where the con-» 
trad: is broken on one fide, it ceafes to bind on the 
other. Where there is a right, there muft be a 
power to maintain it, and to punifh the offending 
party. The power I affirm to be that original 
right, or rather that indifpenfahle duty ofcuck- 
oldom. lodged in all wives in the cafes above-men- 
tioned. No wife is bound by any law, to whicl^ 
herfelf has not confented : all oeconomical govern- 
ment is lodged originally in the hufband and wife, 
the executive part being in the hufband ; both have 
^heir privileges fecured to them by law and reafon ;. 

♦ The tories reprefentation of the fpeechcs at Sachevcrel's trial. . 

but 
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but will any man infer from the hufband's being in* 
veiled with the executive power, that the wife is 
deprived of her fhare, and that which is the princi- 
pal branch of it, the original right of cuckoldom ? 
And that flie has no remedy left, but preces ^ la-- 
cfjrrue^ or an appeal to a fupreme court of judica- 
ture? No lefs frivolous are the arguments, that are 
drawn from the general appellations and terms of 
hufband and wife* A hufband denotes feveral dif- 
ferent fortft of magiftracy, according to the ufages 
and cuftoms of different climates and countries. 
In fome Eaftern nations it lignifies a tyrant, with 
the abfolute power of life and death : in Turkey it 
denotes an arbitrary governor, with power of 
perpetual imprifonment : in Italy it gives the huf- 
band the power of poifon and padlocks: in the 
countries of England, France, and Holland, it has 
a quite different meaning, implying a free and 
equal government, fecuring to the wife in certain • 
cafes the liberty of cuckoldom, and the property of 
pin-money, and feparate maintenance. So that 
the arguments drawn from the terms of hufband 
and wife are fallacious, and by no means fit to fup- 
port a tyrannical dodtrine, as that of abfolute unli- 
mited chaflity, and conjugal fidelity. 

The general exhortations to chaflity in wives are 
meant only for rules in ordinary cafes, but they na- 
turally fuppofe three conditions, of ability, juflice, 
and fidelity in the hufband : fuch an unlimited, un- 
conditioned fidelity in the wife could never be fup- 
pofed by reafonable menj it feenas a refledtion 

Vpon 



J O H N B U L L. 171 

upon the ch — ^fth, to charge her with doflirines 
that countenance oppreffion. 

This dodlrine of the original right of cuckoldom 
is congruous to the law of nature, which is fupe- 
;-ior to all human laws, and for that I dare appeal 
to all wives : it is much to the honour of our Eng- 
lifh wives, that they have never given up that fun- 
damental point ; and that though in former ages 
they were muffled up in darknefs and fuperftition, 
yet that notion feemed engraven on their minds, 
and the impreffion fo ftrong, that nothing could 
impair it. 

To aflert the illegality of cuckoldom upon any 
pretence whatfoever^ were to caft odious colours 
upon the married ftate, to blacken the neceflary 
means of perpetuating families : fuch laws can never 
\)C fuppofed to have been defigned to defeat the very 
end of matrimony, the propagation of mankind. 
I call them neceflary means ; for in many cafes what 
other means are left? Such a dodlrine wounds the 
honour of families; unfettles the titles to kingdoms, 
honours, and eftates ; for if the adions from which 
fuch fettlements fpring were illegal, all that is built 
upon them muft be fo too : but the laft is abfurd, 
therefore the firft muft be fo likewife. What is 
the caufe that Europe groans at prefent under the 
heavy load of a cruel and expenlive war, but the ty- 
rannical cuftom of a certain nation, and the fcrupu- 
lous nicety of a filly queen*, in not exercifing this 
indifpenfable duty of cuckoldom, whereby the kingr 

♦ The queen of Ch. II. of Spain, opon whofe death without liTu^ 
^he war broke oat. 

4 V 4pn^ 
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dcm might have had ;an heir, and a controverted 
fucceflion might have been avoided ? Thefe are the 
effects of the narrow maxims of your clergy, That 
one muft not do evil, that good may come of it. 

The aflertors of this indefeafible right, and jm 
diviniim of matrimony, do all in their hearts favour 
gallants, and the pretenders to married women ; for 
if the true legal foundation of the married ftate be 
once fapped, and inftead thereof tyrannical maxims 
introduced, what muft follow but elopements in- 
ftead of fecret and peaceable cuckoldom ? 

From all that has been faid, one may clearly 
perceive the abfurdity of the dodrine of this fedi- 
tious, difcontentcd, hot-headed, ungifted, unedi-r 
fying preacher, aflerting. That the grand fecurity 
of the matrimonial ftate, and the pillar upon which 
it ftands, is founded upon the wife's belief of an 
abfclute unconditional fidelity to the hufband's 
bed : by which bold aflertion he ftrikcs at the root, 
digs the foundation, and removes the bafis, upon 
which the happinefs of a married ftate is built. As 
for his perfonal reflexions, I would gladly know 
who are thofe wanton wives he fpeaks of? who are 
thofe ladies of high ftations, that he fo boldly tra-. 
duces in his lermou ? It is pretty plain, whom thefe 
afperfions are aimed at, for which he deferves the 
pillory, or fomething worfe. 

In confirmation of this dodrine of the indif- 
penfable duty of cuckoldom, I could bring the ex- 
ample of the wifeft wives in all ages, who by thefe 
means have prefervcd their hufbands' families from 
ruin and oblivion by want of pofterity : but wha^t 

has 
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has been faid, is a fufficijgnt ground for punifhing 
this pragmatical parfon. 



CHAP. XIV. 

The two great parties of wivesy the Devdtos and 
the Hitts*. 

^Tp H E dodrine of unlimited chaftity and fidelity 
in wives was univerfally efpoufed by all hus- 
bands; who went about the country, and made 
the wives fign papers, fignifying their utter deteft-^ 
ation and abhorrence of Mrs. Bull's wicked doc- 
trine of the indifpenfable duty of cuckoldom. 
Some yielded, others refufed to part with their 
native liberty ; which gave rife to two great parties 
among the wives, the Devotos and the Hitts* 
Though it muft be owned, the diftindion was 
more nominal than real ; for the Devotos would 
abufe freedoms fometimes; and thofe who were 
iRftinguiflied by the name of Hitts, were often 
very honeft. At the fame time there came out an 
ingenious treatife, with the title of " Good Advice 
** to Hufbands j" in which they are counfelled not 
to truft too much to their wives owning the doc- 
trine of unlimited conjugal fidelity, and fo to 
negled family duty, and a due watchfulnefs over 
the manners of their wives ; that the greateft fecu- 
rity to hufbands was a vigorous cqnftitution, good 
ufage of their wives, and keeping them from 
temptation j many hulbands having been fuflferers 

* Thofe wko were for or againfi the dodtrine of non-reiiftance. 

by 
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by their trufting too much to general profeflionsi 
as was exemplified in the cafe of a foolilh and ne- 
gligent hulband, who, trufting to the efficacy of 
this principle, was undone by his wife's elopement 
from him. 



CHAP. XV. 

An account of the conference between Mrs* Btill ana 
Don DiegOi 

np H E lawyers^ as their laft effort to put oflF thd 
compofition, fent Don Diego* to Jbhui Don 
JDiego was a very worthy gentleman, a friend to 
John, his mother, and prefent wife ; ancl therefore 
fuppofed to have fonie influence over her : he had 
been ill-ufed himfelf by John's lawyers 5 but^ bc^ 
caufe of fome animofity to Sir Roger f , was 
againft the compofitioti J i the conference between 
iiim and Mrs* Bull was word for word as fol-* 
lows : 

Don Di£Gd« Is It poflible, coufin Bull, that 
you can forget the honourable maxims of the fa«^ 
mily you are come of, and break your word with 
three of the honefteft^ beft-meaning perfons in thd 

• Among othfer obftacles to the treaty, was the oppofition of the; 
6arl of Nottingham^ a tbty nobleman^ who had great influence in 
the houfe of commons. 

t The caufe of his animofity^ from which this condu6l is fap- ^ 
pofed to proceed, was Mr. Harley's being chofen to facceed him as ^ 
principal fecretary of ftate, wheii he was removed from that office in ei 
the year 1704. ^ ^^ 

X He expoftulatcd againft the peace with great warmth in t\t^ 
houfe, when the queen was prefent inatg. }^ 

world, jia 
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worldy efquire South, Frog, and Hocus, that have 
facrificed their interefts to yours ? It is bafe to take 
advantage of their fimplicity and credulity, and 
leave them in the lurch at laft. 

Mrs. Bull. I am fure they have left my fa- 
mily in a bad condition, we have hardly money to 
go to market, and nobody will take our word for 
fix-pence. A very fine fpark this efquire South ! 
My huft^and took him in, a dirty fnotty-nofed 
boy ; it was the bufinefs of half the fervants to 
attend him, the rogue did bawl and make fuch a 
noife * : fometimes he fell in the fire and burnt his 
face, fometimes broke his fliins clambering over thd 
benches, often piffed a-bed, and always came in fo 
dirty, as if he had been dragged through the ken-* 
nel at a boarding-fchool. He loft his money at 
chuck-farthing, fhuffle-cap, and all-fours j fold his 
books, pawned his linen, which we were always 
forced to redeem. Tlien the whole generation of 
him are fo in love with bagpipes and puppet-* 
Ihews ! I wifh you knew what my huft}and has 
paid at the paftry-cook's and confedtioner's foif 
Naples bifcuit, tarts, cuftards, and fweet-meats* 
All this while my hulband confidered him as i 
gentleman of a good family that had fallen into 
decay, gave him good education, and has fettled 
him in a good creditable way of living, having 
procured him, by his intereftj one of the heft 
places of the country: and what return j think 
you, does this fine gentleman make us ? He will 

• Something relating to the manners of a great prince^ fuperfti- 
tion, love of operas, ihows, i^c. 

hardly 
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hardly give me or my^hiifband a good word, of d 
civil expreflion : inftead . of Sir aftd Madam *"y 
(which, though I fay it, is our due) h6 calls uS 
Goody and Gaffer fuch-a-^one : fays, he did us ct 
great deal of honour to board with us ; huffs and 
dings at fuch a rate, becaufe we will not fpend the 
little we have left, to get him the title and eflate of 
lord Striitt ; and then, forfooth, we fhall have the 
honour to be his WooUen-dtapers. Befides, efquire 
Soiith will be efquire South flill ; fickle, proud j 
and Ungrateful. If he behaves himfelf fo, wherr 
he depends on us for his daily- bread, can any man 
fay, what he will do when he is got above the 
world ? 

D. Diego. And would you lofe the honour of 
fo noble and generous an undertaking? Would 
you rather accept this fcandalou^ compofitibUj and 
trufl that old rogue, Lewis Baboon ? 

Mrs. Bull. Look you, friend Diego, if we 
law it on, till Lewis turns honefl, I am afraid our 
credit will run low at Blackwell-hall. I wifh every 
itian had his own ; but I flill fay, that lord Strutt*s 
money fhines as bright, and chinks as well, as 
efquire South's. I don't know any other hold,- 
that we tradefmen have of thefe great folks, but 
their interefl ; buy dear and fell cheap, and Til 
warrant ye you will keep your cuflomer. The 
worfl is, that lord Strutt's fervants have got fuch a 
haunt about that old rogue's fliop, that it will coll 
us many a firkin of flrong beer to bring them back 

* Something relating to forms and titles. 

again j 
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bgain ; and the longer they are In a bad road, tlie 
harder it will be to get theitiout of it. 

D. Diego. But poor Frog ! what has he done? 
On my confcience^ if there be an hoiieft^ fincere 
man in the world, it is that Frog. 

Mrs. Bull. I think, I need not tell you how 
much Frog has been obliged to our family from 
his childhood * j he carries his head high now, but 
he had never been the man he is, without our 
holp. Ever (ince the commencement of this law- 
Xuit, it has been the bufinefs of Hocus, in fharing 
our expences, to plead for Frog; " Poof Frog," 
fays he, " is in hard circuniftances ; he has a nu-* 
** merdus family, and lives from hand to mouth j 
** his children don't eat a bit of good victuals from 
*' one year's end to the other, but live upon fait 
'' herring, foWre crud, and borecole ; he does his 
*' utmoft, poor fellow, to keep things even in the 
*' world, and has exerted himfelf beyond his abi*» 
** lity' in this law-fuit ; but he really has not 
^* wherewith^ to go on. What fignifies this hun-* 
** dred pounds? place it upon your fide of the 
^ *' account ; it is a great deal to poor Frog, and a . 
•* trifle to yoii." This has befen Hocus's conftant 
language, and I am fure he has had obligations 
enough to us to have adted another part. 
L D. Diego. No doubt Hocus meant all this 
: for the beft, but he is a tender-hearted, cha- 
ritable man j Frog is indeed in hard circum- 
ftances. , 

« On the other Hde cotnplaint Was made of the ungual burden 
of the war j 

. Vol. XVir. N Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bull* Hard circuihftahces ! I fwear thk 
is provoking to the laft degree *. All the time of 
the latv-fuit, as faft as I have mortgaged, Frog has 
pufchafed ; from a plain tradefman with a fhop^ 
vrarehoufe, and a country hut, with a dirty fifh- 
pond at the end of it, he is now grown a very 
rich country gentleman, with a noble landed eftate, 
noble palaces, manors, parks, gardens, and farms, 
finer than any we were ever mafter of. Is it not 
ftrange, when my hulband difburfed great fumS 
every term, Frog fhould be purchafing fome new 
farm or manor ? So that if this law-fuit lafts, he 
will be far the richeft man in his country. What 
is worfe than all this, he fteals away my cqftomers 
every day ; twelve of the richeft and the heft have 
left my fhop by his perfuafion, arid whom, to my 
certain knowledge^ he has under bonds never to 
return agsdn : judge you if this be neighbourly 
dealing. 

D. Die GO. Frog is indeed pretty clofe in his 
dealings, but very honeft : you are fo touchy, and 
take things fo hotly, I am fure there muft be fome 
miftake in this. 

Mrs. Bull. A plaguy one indeed ! You know, 
and have often told me of it, how Hocus and 
thofe rogues kept my hufband John Bull drunk for 
five years together with punch and ftrong waters j 
I am fure he never went one night fober to bed, 
till they got him to fign the ftrangeft deed, that 
ever you faw in your life. The methods they took 

* and of the acquisitions of the Dutch in Flanders : during the(« 
debates the hvufe took in confideration 

to 
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to manage him i'U. tell you another time ; at pre- 
fent ril read only tKe writing. 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 

BETWIXT 

JOHN BULL, Clothier, 

AND 

NICHOLAS FROG, Linen-draper* 

I. THAT for maintaining the ancient. good 
correfpondence and friendfhip between the faid 
parties, I Nicholas Frog do folemnly engage and 
promife to keep peace in John Bull's family ; that 
neither his wife, children, nor fervants give him 
any trouble, difturbance, or moleftation whatfo- 
ever, but to oblige them all to do their duty quiet- 
ly in their refpedtive ftations : and whereas the 
faid John Bull, from the aflured confidence that he 
has in my friendfhip, has appointed me executor 
of his laft will and teftament, and guardian to his 
children, I do undertake for me, my heirs and 
affigns, to fee the fame duly executed and per- 
formed, and that it fhall be unalterable in all its 
parts by John Bull, or any body elfe : for that 

• a treaty which had been concluded by the lord Townfliend at 
the Hague between the Queen and the States in 1709, for fecuring 
the proteftant fucccffion, and for fettling a barrier for Holland 
Ugainft France. And it was refolved, that feveral articles of this 
treaty were deftruftive to the trade and intereft of Great Britain, 
that lord Townfhend had no authority to agree to them, and that 
he and all thofe, who advifed ratifying the treaty, were enemies to 
their country. 

N 2 purpofe 
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purpofe it fhall be lawful and allowable for me tcr 
enter his houfe at any hour of the day or night ; 
to break open bars, bolts, and doors, chefts of 
drawers, and ftrong boxes, in order to fecure the 
peace of my friend John Bull's family, and to fee 
his will duly executed- 

II. In confideration of which kind neighbourly 
office of Nicholas Frog, in that he has been pleafed 
to accept of the aforefaid truft, I John Bull having 
duly cbnfidered, that my friend Nicholas Frog at 
this time lives in a marfhy foil and unwholefome 
air, infefted with fogs and damps dcftrudkive of the 
health bf himfelf, wife, and children ; do bind and 
oblige iiie, my heirs arid afiigns, to purchafe for 
the faid Nicholas frog, with the beft and readied 
of my cafh, bonds, mortgages, goods, and chat- 
tels, a landed eftate, with '{)arks, gardens, palaces, 
rivers, fields, ahd outlets, confifting of as large 
extent, as the fald Nicholas Frog fhall think fit. 
And whereas the faid Nicholas Frog is at prefent 
hemmed in too clofe by the grounds of Lewis 
Baboon, mafler of the fciencc of defence, I the 
flid John Bull do oblige myfelf, with the readiefl 
• of my dalh, to purchafe and iriclofe the faid 
gtounds, for as many fields and acres as the faid 
Nicholas fhall think fit : to the intent that the faid 
Nicholas may have free egrefs and regrefs, without 
lett or mol^ftation, fuitable to the demands of him- 
felf and family. 

Hi. Furthermore^ the faid John Bull obllgesl 
himfelf to make the country neighbours of Nicholas 
Frog allot a certain part of yearly rents to pay fot 

the 
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the repairs of the faid landed eftate, to the intent 
that his good friend Nicholas Frog may be eafed of 
all charges. 

IV. And whereas the faid Nicholas Frog did 
contract with the deceafed lord Strutt about certain 
liberties, privileges, and immunities, formerly in 
the poffeflion of the faid John Bull ; I the faid 
John Bull do freely by thefe prefents renounce, 
quit, and make over to the faid Nicholas, the liber- 
ties, privileges, and immunities contracted for, in 
* as full a manner, as if they never bad belonged to 
me. 

V» The faid John Bull obliges himfelf, his 
heirs and affigns, not to fell one rag of broad or 
coarfe cloth to any gentleman within the neigh- 
bourhood of the faid Nicholas, except in fuch 
quantities and fuch rates, as the faid Nicholas fhall 
Jhink fit. 

Signed and fealed, 

JOHN BULL. 
NIC. FROG, 

[The reading of this paper put Mrs. Bull iri fuch a. 
paflion, that flie fell dovv^nright into a fit, and 
they were forced to give her a good quantity of 
the fpirit of hartfhorn before fhe recovered.] 

D. Diego. Why in fuch a paffion, coufin ? 
confidering your circumftances at that time, I 
don't think this fuch an unreafonable contradi. 
You fee Frog, for all this, is religioufly true to his 
bargain ; he fcorns to hearken to any compofition 
without your privacy. 

N 3 - Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bull. You know the "contrary *. Read 
that letter. 

[Reads the fuperfcription.] For Lewis Baboon, 
mafter of the noble fcience of defence. 

SIR, 

T UNDERSTAND, that you are at this time 
treating with my friend John Bull about reftor- 
ing the lord Strutt's cuftom, and befides allowing 
him certain privileges of parks and fifh-ponds ; I 
wonder how you, that are a man that knows the 
world, can talk with that fimple fellow. He hasi 
been my bqbble thefe twenty years, and to my 
certain knowledge underft^nds no more of his own 
affairs, than a child in fwaddling-clothes. I know 
he has got a .fort of a pragmatical filly jade of a 
wife, that pretends to take him out of my hands : 
but you and fhe both will find yourfelves mif- 
taken ; I'll, find thofe that fhall manage her ; and 
for him, he dares as well be hanged as make one 
ftep in his affairs without my confent. If you 
will give me what you promifed him, I will make 
all things eafy, and flop the deeds of ejedment 
againft lord Strutt : if you will not, take what fol- 
lows ; I fhall have a good a£tion againfl you, for 
pretending to rob me of my bubble. Take this 
warning from, 

Your loving friend, 

NIC. FROG. 

• In the m^an time the Dutch were fccretly negpciating with 
France. ' 

I an> 



J O^:^ N BULL. 183 

I am told, coufin ipiego, you are one of thofe 
that have undertaken to manage me, and that you 
have faid you will carry a green bag yourfelf, ra^ 
ther than we fhall make an end of our law-fuit : 
I'll teach them and you too to manage. 

D. Diego. For God's fake, madam, why fo 
choleric ? I fay this letter is fon^e forgery ; it 
never entered into the head of that honeft man, 
Nic. Frog, to do any fuch thing. 

Mrs. Bull. I can't abide you : you have been 
railing thefe twenty years at efquire South, Frog, 
and Hocus, calling them rogues and pick-pockets, 
and now they are turned the honefteft fellows ip 
the world. What is the meaning of all this ? 

D. Diego. Pray tell me how you came to 
employ this Sir Roger in your affairs, and npl 
think of your old friend Diego ? 

Mrs. Bull. So, fo, there it pinches. To tell 
you truth, I have employed Sir Roger in feveraj 
weighty affairs, and have found him trufty an4 
honefl, and the poor man always fcorried to take 
a farthing of me. I have abundance that profefs 
great zeal, but they are damnable greedy of the 
pence. My hufband and I are now in fuch cir-f 
cumflances, that we muft be fcrved upon cheaper 
terms than we have been. 

D. Diego. Well, coufin, I find I can do no 
good with you ; I am forry that you will ruin 
yourfelf by trufling this Sir Roger. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

How the guardians of the deceafed Mrs. BuH'if 
three daughters came to John, and what advice 
they gave him ; wherein are briefly treated th^ 
chara£lcrs of the three daughters : aljo John Bull'/ 
anfwer to the three guardians *• 

T TOLE) you in a former chapter^ that Mrs. 

Bull^ before fhe djpparted this life, had bleffed 
John with three daughters. I need not here repeaj: 
their names, neither would I willingly ufe any 
fcandalops refledions upon young ladief, whofe 
reputations ought to be very tenderly handled ; 
but the charadters of thefe were fo w^U known in 
the neighbourhood, that it is doing fhcm no injury 
to make a ftiort defcription pf them. 

The eld eft w?is a termagant, imperious, prodigal, 
lewd, prpfligate wench, as ever breathed f : fhe 
ufed to rantipole ^bout the houfe, pinch the chiU 
dren, kick the fervants, and torture the cats, and 
the dogs ; (he would rob her fathef's ftrong box, 
for rponey to give the young fellows that fhe was 
fond of: fhe had a noble a^r, and foipething great 
in her mien, but fuch a noifpme infectious breath, 
as threw all the fervants that drefTed her into con- 
fumptions ; if fhe fmelt to the frefheft nofegay, it 
would fhrivel and wither as it had been blighted : 
fhe ufed to come home in her cups, and break the 

* The debates in parliament were however Hill continued* 
•f- Polemia^ War. 

china 
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cWna and the lookingiglaffes ; and was of fuch an 
irregular temper, and fo entirely given up to her 
paflion, that you might argue as well with the 
North wind, as with her ladylhip : fo expenfive^ 
that the income of three dukedoms was riot enough 
to fupply her extravagance. Hocus loved her beft, 
believing her to be his own, got upon the body of 
Mrs. Bull. 

The fecond daughter*, born a year after her 
filler, was a peevifli, froward, ill-conditioned crea- 
ture as ever was, ugly as the devil, lean, haggard, 
pale, with faucer eyes, a fharp nofe, and hunch- 
backed : but adive, fprightly, and diligent about 
her affairs. Her ill complexion was occafioned by 
her bad diet, which was coffee, morning, noon, 
and night : fhe never refted quietly a-bed ; but 
ufed to diflurb the whole faftiily with fhrieking out 
in her dreams, and plague them next day with 
interpreting them, for fhe took them all for gofpel: 
fhe would cry out murder, and diflurb the whole 
neighbourhood; and when John came running 
down flairs, to enquire what the matter was ; no* 
thing, forfooth, only her maid had fluck a pin 
wrong in her gown : fhe turned away one fervant, 
for putting too much oil in her fallad, and another 
for putting too little fait in her water-gruel ; but 
fuch, as by flattery had procured her efleem, fhe 
would indulge in the greatefl crime. Her father 
had two coachmen ; when one was on the coach- 
box, if the coach fwting but the leafl to one fide, 

♦ V'lfcordia^ Fadtion. 

. X 8 ih(; 
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Ihe iifed to fhriek fo loud, that all the ftreet con- 
cluded fhe was oyertumCd ; but though the other 
was eternally drunk, and had overturned the 
whole family, fhe was very angry with her father 
for turning him away. Then fhe ufed to carry 
tales and ftories from one to another, till fhe had 
fet the whole neighbourhood together by the ears ; 
and this was the only diverfion fhe took pleafurc 
in. She never went abroad, but fhe brought home 
fiich a bundle of monflrous lies, as would have , . 
amazed any mortal but fuch as knew her : of a 
whale that had fwallowed a fleet of fhips ; of the 
lions being let out of the Tower to deftroy the 
proteilant religion ; of the Pope*s being feen in a 
brandy-fhop at Wapping j and of a prodigious 
flrong man, that was going to fhove down the cu- 
pola of St. Paul's J of three millions of five pound 
pieces, that efquire South had found under an old 
wall ; of blazing flars, flying dragons,, and abun- 
dance of fuch fluff. All the fervants in the family 
inade high court to her, for fhe domineered there, 
^nd turned out and in whom fhe pleafed ; only 
there was an old grudge between her and Sir 
Roger, whom fhe mortally hated, ^nd ufed to hire 
fellows to fquirt kennel water upon him, as he 
pafTed along the ftreets ; fo that he was forced con- 
flantly to wear ^ furtout of oiled cloth, by which 
means he came home pretty clean, except where 
the furtout was a little fcanty. 

•As for the third *, fhe was a thief, and a com- 
mon mercenary proflitute, and that without any 

felicitation 
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folicitation from nature, 4br fhe owned flie had no 
enjoyment. She had no^refpe£t of perfons; a 
prince or a porter was ill one, according as they 
paid ; yea, fhe would leave the fineft gentleman in 
the world, to go to an ugly pocky fellow, for fix- 
pence more. In the practice of her profeffion fhe 
had amafTed vafl magazines of all forts of things ; 
fhe had above five hundred fuits of fine clothes, 
and yet went abroad like a cynder-wcnch : fhe 
•robbed and flarved all the feryants, fo that nobody 
could live near her. 

So much for John's three daughters, which you 
will fay were rarities to be fond of: yet nature will 
fhew itfelf ; nobody could blame their relations for 
taking care of them: and therefore it was that 
Hocus, with two other of the guardians, thought 
it their duty to take care of the interefl of the three 
girls, and give John their befl advice before he 
compounded the law-fuit, 

Hpcus. What makes you fo fhy of late, my 
good friend ? There's nobody loves you better 
than I, nor has taken more pains in your affairs : 
as I hope to be faved, I would do any thing to 
ferve you ; I would crawl upon all four to ferve 
you ; I have fpent my health and paternal eflate in 
your fervice. I have, indeed, a fmall pittance left, 
with which I might retire, and with as good a 
confcience as any man; but the thoughts of this 
difgraceful compofition fo touches me to the quick, 
that I cannot fleep : after I had brought the caufe 
to the laft flroke, that one verdidt more had quite 
jruine^ old Lewis and lord Strutt, and put you in 

the 
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the quiet pofleflion of ;cvery thing ; then to com- 
pound! I cannot FeSt it. This caufe was my 
favourite, I had fet my heart upon it ; it is like an 
only child ; I cannot endure it fhould mifcarry ; 
for God*8 fake confider only to what a difmal con- 
dition old Lewis is brought. He is at an end of 
all his cafli ; his attorneys have hardly one trick 
left ; they are at an end of all their chicane ; be- 
fides, he has both his law and his daily bread now 
upon truft. Hold out only one term longer, and 
I'll warrant you, before the next, we fhall have* 
him in the Fleet. I'll bring him to the pillory ; 
his ears (hall pay for his perjuries. For the love of 
God, don't compound : let me be damned if you 
have a friend in the world, that loves you better 
than I : there is nobody can fay I am covetous, or 
that I have any intereft to purfue, but yours. 

ad Guardian. Thiere is nothing fo plain, as 
that this Lewis has a defign to ruin all his neigh-r 
bouring tradefmen ; and at this time he has fuch a 
prodigious income, by his trade of all kinds, that 
if there is npt fome flop put to his exorbitant 
riches, he will monopolize every thing: nobody 
will be ^ble to fell a yard of drapery or mercery 
ware but himfelf. L then hold it advifeablc, that 
you continue the law-fuit, apd burft him at once. 
My concern for the three poor motherlefs children, 
pbliges me to give you this advice ; for their 
eftates, poor girls ! depend upon the fuccefs of this 
caufe. 

3d Guardian. I own this writ of ejectment 
\\2ls coft dear j but then confider it is a jewel well 

worth, 
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■* -^ • ' 

worth the purchafing at, the -price of all you have. 

None but Mn Builds declared enemies can fay, he 
has any other fecurity for his clothing trade, but 
the ejectment of lord Strutt. The only^^ueftion 
then that remains to be decided, is, who (hall ftand 
the expences of the fuit ? To which the anfwer is 
as plain ; who but he, that is to have the advan- 
tage of the fentence ? When efquire South has got 
poffeffion of his title and honour, is not John Bull 
to be his clothier ? Who, then, but John, ought 
to put him in poflefTion ? Alk but any indifferent 
gentleman, who ought to bear his charges at law ? 
and he will readily anfwer, his tradefmen. I do 
therefore affirm, and I will go to death with it^ 
that, being his clothier, you ought to put him in 
quiet poffeffion of his eftate, and, with the fame 
generous fpirit you have begun it, complete the 
good work. If you perfifl in the bad meafures 
you are now in, what muft become of the three 
poor' orphans ? My heart bleeds for the poor 
"girls., 

John Bull. You are all very eloquent per- 
fons ; but give me leave to tell you, you exprefs 
a great deal more concern for the three girls than 
for me ; I think my intereft ought to be confidered 
in the firfl place. As for you. Hocus, I can't but 
fay you have managed my law-fuit with great ad- 
drefs, and much to my honour ; and, though I fay 
it, you have been well paid for it. Why mufl the 
burden be taken off Frog's back, and laid upon 
jny fhoulders ? He can drive about his own parks . 
and fields in his gilt chariot, when I hate been 

forced 



,9o THE HISTORY OF 

forced to mortgage my eftate : his note will go 
farther than my boftd. - Is it not matter of fad:, 
that, from the richeft tradefman in all the country, 
I am reduced to beg and borrow from fcriveners 
and ufurers, that fuck the heart, blood, and guts 
out of me? and what is all this for? Did you 
like Frog's countenance better than mine? Was 
not I your old friend and relation ? Have I not 
prefented you nobly ? Have I not clad yout whole 
family ? Have you not had a hundred yards at a 
time of the fineft cloth in my fhop ? Why mull • 
the reft of the tradefmen be not only indemnified 
from charges, but forbid to go on with their own^ijj 
bufinefs, and what is more their concern than 
mine ? As to holding out this term, I appeal to 
your own confcience, has not that been your con- 
ftant difcourfe thefe fix years, " one term more, 
*^ and old Lewis goes to pot.'* If thou art fo fond 
of my caufe, be generous for once, and lend me a 
brace of thoufands. Ah Hocus ! Hocus ! I know 
thee ; not a fous to fave me from gaol, I trow. 
Look ye, gentlemen, I have lived with credit in 
the world, and it grieves my heart, never to ftir ' 
out of my doors, but to be pulled by. the fleeve by 
fome rafcally dun or other : " Sir, remember my 
*' bill : there's a fmall concern of a thoufand ' 
*' pounds, I hope you think on't, Sin" And to 
have thefe ufurers tranfadt my debts at cofFee- 
houfes, and ale-houfes, as if I were going to break 
up fhop. Lord ! that ever the rich, the generous 
John Bull, clothier, the envy of all his neighbours, f 
Ihould be brought to compound his debts for five 

- fhillings 
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fliillings in the pound ; and to have his name in an 
advertifement for a flatatc of bankrupt. The 
thought of it makes me mad. I have read fome- 
where in the Apocrypha, that one ftiould not 
^' confult with a woman, touching her of whom 
*' fhe is jealous ; nor with a merchant, concerning 
^* exchange; nor with a buyer, of felling; nor 
*' with an unmerciful man, of kindnefs, Ss^r/* I 
could have added one thing more, '' nor with an 
** attorney, about compounding a law-fuit." The 
€Je£lment of lord Strutt will never do. The evi- 
dence is crimp ; the witnefles fwear backwards and 
forwards, and contradict themfelves ; and his te- 
nants ftick by him. One tells me, that I muft 
carfy on my fuit, becaufe Lewis is poor ; another, 
becaufe he is ilill too rich : whom fhall I believe ? I am 
fure of one thing, that a penny in the purfe is the 
beft friend John can have at laft ; and who can fay 
that this will be the laft fuit I fhall be engaged in ? 
Befides, if this ejedment were pradicable, is it 
reafonable, that when efquire South is loling his 
money to fliarpers and pickpockets, going about 
the country with fiddlers and buffoons, and fquan- 
dering his income with hawks and dogs, I Ihould 
lay out the fruits of my honeft induftry in a law-* 
fuit for him, only upon the hopes of being his 
clothier ? And when the caufe is over, I fhall not 
have the benefit of my projed for want of money 
to go to market. Look ye, gentlemen, John Bull 
is but a plain man ; but John Bull knows when he 
is ill-ufed. I know the infirmity of our family ; 
we are apt to play the boon companion, and throw 

away 
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away our money in our cups :- but it was an unfair 
thing in you, gentlemen, to take advantage of my 
weaknefs, to keep a parcel of roaring bullies about 
me day and night, with huzzas and hunting-horns^ 
and ringing the changes on butchers cleavers, ne- 
ver let me coo^, and make me fet my hand to pa- 
pers, when I could hardly hold my pen. There 
will come a day of reckoning for all that proceed- 
ing* In the mean time, gentlemen, I beg you 
will let me into my affairs a little, and that yoU 
would not grudge me the fmall remainder of* • 
a very great eftate* 

CHAP. XVIL 

Ef quire South' j tnejfage and letter to Mrs. Bull* 

HP H E arguments ufed by Hocus and the reft of 
the guardians had hitherto proved infuffi- 
cient * : John and his wife could not be perftiaded 
to beat the expence of efquire South's law-fuit. 
They thought it reafonable, that fince he was.td 
have the honour and advantage, he fhotild bear* 
the greateft fhare of the charges; and retrench 
what he loft to fharpers, and fpent upon country- 
dances and puppet-plays, to apply it to that ufe^ 
This was not very grateful to the efquire ; there- 
fore, as the laft experiment, he refolved to fend 
fignior Benenato f , mafter of his fox-hounds, to 

• But as all attempts of the party to preclude the treaty were in- 
cffcftual, and complaints were made of the deficiencies of the houfe 
of Auftria, the Archduke fent a meffage and letter 

t by Prince Eugene^ urging the continuance of the war, and 
offering to bear a proportion of the expcnce# 

Mrs. 
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.Mrs. Bull, to try what good he could do with her. 
This fignior Benenato had all the qualities of a fine 
gentleman, that were fit to charm a lady's heart ; 
and if any perfon in the world could have per- 
fuaded her, it was he. But fuch was her unfhaken 
fidelity to her hufband, and the conftant purpofe 
of her mind to purfue his intereft, that the moft 
refined arts of gallantry that were pradifed, could 
tiot feduce her heart. The necklaces, diamond 
crofles, and rich bracelets that were offered, fhe 
.fejeded with the utmbft fcorn and difdain. . The 
mufic and ferenades that ^^ere given her^ founded 
^hiore ungratiefully in her ears than the noife of a 
tfcreech-owl; however, fhe received efquire South's 
letter by the hands of fignior Benenato with that 
refpedl, which became his quality. The copy of 
the letter is as follows, in which you will obferve 
he changes a little his ufual flyle* 

MADAM, 

^^~r^ H E writ of ejedmfent agaiiift Philip Baboon, 
(pretended lord Strutt) is juft ready to pafs : 
there want but a few neceffary forms, and a verdid 
or two more, to put me in quiet pofleffion of my 
honour and eftate: I queftion not, but that, ac- 
cording to your wonted generofity and goodnefs, 
you will give it the finifhing ftroke ; an honour 
that I would grudge any body but yourfclf. In 
order to eafe you of fome part of the charges, I 
promife to furnifli pen, ink, and paper, provided 
you pay for the ftamps. Befides, I have ordered 
my ftewards to pay, out of the readieft and beft of 
Vol. XVIL . O my 
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my rents, five pounds ten fhillings a year, till my 
fuit is finifhed. I wifh you health and happinefs 
being, with due refpedt, 

Madam, 

Your aflured friend, 

S O U T H. 

What anfwer Mrs. Bull returned to this letter 
you Chall know in my Second Part, only they were 
at a pretty good diftance in their propofals ; for as 
efquire South only offered to be at the charges of 
pen, ihk, and paper, Mrs. Bull refufed any more 
than to lend her barge *, to carry his counfel to 
Weftminfter-hall. 

* This proportion was however thought to be fo inconfiderable, 
that the letter produced no other efFeft, than the convoy of the forces 
by the EngHlh Heet to Barcelona. 
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THE PUBLISHE R*S 
PREFACE. 

TH E world is mu<;h indebted to the famous 
fir Humphry Polefworth for his ingenious 
and impartial account of John Bull's law-fuit ; yet 
ijjthere isjuft caufe of complaint againft him, in that 
he relates it only by parcels, and won't give us the 
whole work : This forces me, who am only the 
publiflier, to befpeak the afliftance of his friends 
and acquaintance, to engage him to lay afide that 
ftingy humour, ^nd gratify the curiofity of the 
public at once. He pleads in excufe, that they are 
only private memoirs, written for his own ufe, iu 
a loofe ftyle, to ferve as a help to his ordinary con- 
verfation *• I reprefented to him the good recep- 
tion the Firft Part had met with j that though cal- 

• This excufe of fir Humphry can only relate to the Second Part, 
or fequel of the hiftory. See the rPcfacc to ^hc Firft Part. 

O 3 culated 
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culated only for the meridian of Gnib-ftreet, it was 
yet takpa notice of by the better fort; that the 
world was now fufBciently acquainted with John 
Bull, and interefted itfelf in his concerns. He an-^ 
fwered, with a fmile, that he had indeed fome tri- 
fling things to impart, that concerned John Bull's 
relations and domeftic aflfairs ; if thefe would fatisfy 
me, he gave me free leave to make ufe of them, 
becaufo they would ferve to make the hiftory of 
the law-fuit more intelligible. When I had looked 
over the manufcript, I found likewife fome farther 
account of the compofition, which perhaps may not 
be unacceptable to fuch ^s have read the former 
part* 

C H A P. L 

r The character of^ John BullV mother. 

JOHN had a mother, whom he loved and ho-^^ 
noured extremely, a difcreet, grave, fober,^ 
good conditioned, cleanly old gentlewoman as ever 
. lived J fhe was none of your crofs grained, terma^. 
gant, fcolding jades, that one had as good be hanged 
as liye in the houfe with, fuch as are always cen- 
faring the condud, and telling fcandalous ftories of 
their neighbours, extolling their own good quali- 
ties, and undervaluing thofe of others. On the. 
contrary, Ihe was of a nieek fpir^t, and as fhe was 
ftridly virtuous herfelf,fo file always putthebeftcon- 
(Irudtion upon the words and adiqns of her neigh-? 

• The church of England, 

2 bpurs, 
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bours, except where they Were* irreconcileahle to the 
rules of honefty and decency. She was neither 
one of your precife prudes, nor one of your fan- 
taftical old belles, that drefs themfelves like girls of 
fifteen : as fhe neither wore a ruff, forehead cloth„ 
nor high crowned hat, fo fhe had laid afide fea-^ 
thers, flowers, and crimpt ribbons, in her head- 
drefs, furbelo-fcarfs, and hooped -petticoats. She 
fcorned to patch and paint, yet fhe loved to keep 
her hands and her face clean. Though ftie wore 
no flaunting laced ruffles, fhe would not keep her- 
felf in a conflant fweat with greafy flannel: thougk 
her hair was not fluck with jewels, fhe was not 
afhamed of a diamond crofs ; fhe was not like fome 
ladies, hung about with toys and trinkets, tweezer-r 
(Cafes, pocket glaflfes, and effence bottles ; fhe uiled 
only a gold watch and an almanack, to mark the 
hours and the holy-days. 

Her furniture was neat and genteel, well fancied 
with a bongoujl. As fhe affeded not the grandeur 
of a flate with a canopy, fhe thought there was no 
offence in an elbow-chair ; fhe had laid afide your 
carving, gilding, and japan-work, as being too apt 
to gather dirt; but fhe never could be prevailed 
upon to part with plain wainfcot and clean hang- 
ings. There are fome ladies, that affeft to fmell a 
ftink in every thing; they are always highly per- 
fumed, and continually burning frankincenfe in 
their rooms ; fhe was above fuch affedation, yet 
fhe never would lay afide the ufe of brooms and 
fcrubbing-brufhes, and fcrupled npt tp Uy her linea 
in ixt^ laveader, 

O4 She 
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She was no lefi gerifcel in her behaviour, well- 
bred, without afFeftation, in the due mean between 
one of your afFeded curtTying pieces of formality, 
and your romps that have no regard to the common 
rules of civility. There are fome ladies, that affed: 
a mighty regard for their relations ; We muft not 
eat to-day, for my uncle Tom, or my coufin Betty, 
died this time ten years : Let's have a ball to-night, 
it is my neighbour fuch-a-one's birth-day; She 
looked upon all this as grimace ; yet fhe conftantly 
obferved her hulband^s birth-day, her wedding- 
day, and fqme few more. 

Though Ihe was a truly good woman, and had a 
fmcere motherly love for her fon John, yet there 
wanted not thofe who endeavoured to create a mif- 
underftanding between them, and they had fo far" 
prevailed with him once, that he turned her out of 
doors *, to his great forrow, as he found afterwards, 
for his affairs went on at fixes and fevens. 

She was no lefs judicious in the turn of her con- 
verfation and choice of her fludies, in w^hich fhe 
far exceeded all her fex : your rakes that hate the 
company of all fober, grave gentlewomen, would 
bear hers ; and fhe wOuld, by her handfome man- 
ner of proceeding, fooner reclaim them than fome 
that were more four and referved : fhe was a zeal- 
ous preacher up of chaflity, ;ind conjugal fidelity 
in wives, and by no means a friend to the new-? 
fangled dodrine of the indifpenfible duty of cuck- 
oldom : though fhe advanced her opinions with a 
becoming alFurance, yet fhe never ufliered them in,N 

• lo the Rebellion of 1641. 

asi 
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as feme pofitive creatures -wiU.4o, with dogmatical 
affertions, This is infallible ; I cannot be miftaken; 
none but a rogue can deny it. It has been ob- 
ferved that fuch people are oftner in the wrong than 
any body. 

Though fhe had a thoufand good qualities, fhe 
was not without her faults ; among which, one 
might perhaps reckon too great lenity to her fer- 
yants, to whom fhe always gave good counfel, but 
often too gentle corredion. I thought I could not 
fay lefs of John Bull's mother, becaufe Ihe bears a 
part in the following tranfadlions. 



CHAP, II. 

7>&/? charaEfer of John BuUV "^ Jijler Peg, with the 
quarrels that happened between majler and mifs in 
• their childhoods 

TOHN had a fitter, a poor girl that had been 
ftarved at nurfe ; any body would have guefled 
mifs to have been bred up under the influence of a 
qruel ftep-dame, and John to be the fondling of a 
tender mother. John looked ruddy and plump, 
%yith a pair of cheeks like a trumpeter ; mifs looked 
pale and wan, as if fhe had the green-rfickqefs; 
and no wonder, for John was the darling, he had 
all the good bits, was crammed with good pullet, 
chicken, pig, goofe, and capon, while mifs had 
only a littie oatmeal and water, or a dry crufl with- 
out butter. John had his golden pippins, peaches, 

* The nation and church of Scotland. 

5 ^^^ 
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and ne£karines; poor mifs a crab-apple, floe^ or a 
blackberry. Mafter lay in the beft apartment, with 
his bed-chamber towards the fouth fun^ Mifs 
lodged in a garret, expofed to the north wind^ 
which fhrivelled her countenance ; however, this 
ufage, though it ftunted the girl in her growth, 
gave her a hardy conftitution ; Ihe had -life and 
fpirit in abundance, and knew when ihe was ill 
ufed: now and then (he would feize upon John's 
commons, fnatch a leg of a pullet, or a bit of good 
beef, for which they were fure to go to fifty-cuffs. 
Mafter was indeed too ftrong for her ; but mifs 
would not yield in the leaft point, but even when 
i:nafter had got her down, fhe would fcratch and 
bite like a tyger ; when he gave her a cuff on the 
car, fhe would prick him with her knitting-needle* 
John brought a great chain one day to tie her to 
the bed-poft, for which affront mifs aimed a pen- 
knife at his heart *. In fliort, thefe quarrels grew 
up to rooted averfions; they gave one another 
nick-names: ftie called him Gundy-guts, and he 
called her Loufy Peg ; though the girl was a tight 
clever wench as any was, and through her pale 
looks you might difcern fpirit and vivacity, which 
made her not, indeed, a perfed: beauty, but fome- 
thing that was agreeable. It was barbarous in pa- 
rents not to take notice of thefe early quarrels, and 
make them live better together, fuch dbmeftic 
feuds proving afterwards the occafion of misfortunes. 

* Henry VIII. to unite the two kingdoms under one fovereign 
offered his daughter Mary to James V. of Scotland ; this offer waa 
reje6led, and followed by a w^r : to xja,h ^v^n% probably the author 
alludei. ^ 

tQ 
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to them both. Peg had,, indeed, fome odd hu- 
mours, and comical antipathy, for which Joha 
would jeer her. "-/What think you of my fifter 
^* Peg (fays he) that faints at the found of an or- 
" gan, and yet will dance and frifk at the noife of 
a bag-pipe ?'* " What's that to you, Gundy- 
guts, (quoth Peg) every body's to choofe their 
^' own mufick." Then Peg had taken a fancy not 
to fay her Pater-^tto/ier^ which made people imagine 
ftrange things of her. Of the three brothers, that 
have made fuch a clutter in the world, lord Peter, 
Martin, and Jack, Jack * had of Ute been her in- 
clinations : lord Peter fhe detefled : nor did-Mart;in 
ftand much better in her good graces, but Jack had 
found the way to her heart. I have often admired^^ 
what charms fhe difcovered in that awkward booby, 
till I talked with a perfon that was acquainted with 
the intrigue, who gave ipe the following account 
pfit, 

CHAP. IIL 

JackV f charms^ or the method by which be gained 
PegV heart. 

T N the firft place. Jack was a very young fellow, 
by much the youngeft of the three brothers, and 
people, indeed, wondered how fuch a young up- 
ftart jackanapes fhould grow fp pert and fancy, and 
take fo much upon him, 

• LpvcofPrefbytcry. ^ Chvaftcr of the Prefbyterians. 

Jack 
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Jack bragged of greater abilities than other men j 
he was well-gifted, as he pretended ; I need not 
tell you what fecret influence that has upon the 
ladies. 

Jack had a moft fcandalous tongue, and per- 
fuaded Peg that all mankind, befide himfelf, were 
poxed by that fcarlct-faced whore * Signiora Bu- 
gonia. " As for his brother, lord Peter, the to- 
^ kens were evident on him, blotches, fcabs, and 
^ the corona : his brother Martin, though* he was 
*^ not quite fo bad, had fome nodiumal pains, 
** which his friends pretended were only fcorbuti- 
'^ cal ; but he was fure it proceeded from a worfe 
*^ caufe." By fuch malicious infinuations, he had 
polTefled the lady, that he was the only man in the 
world of a found, pure, and untainted conftitution; 
though there were fome that ftuck not to fay, that 
Signiora Bubonia and Jack railed at one another, 
only the better to hide an intrigue; and that Jack 
had been found with Signiora under his cloak, c^r-* 
rying her home in a dark ftormy night. 

Jack was a prodigious ogler ; he would ogle you 
the outfide of his eye inward, and the white up-* 
ward. 

Jack gave himfelf out for a man of a great eftate 
in the fortunate iflands ; of which the fole property 
was vefted in his perfon : by this trick he cheated 
abundance of poor people of fmall fums, pretend- 
ing to make over plantations in the faid iflands ; 
but when the poor wretches came there with Jack'« 

• The \yhore of Bflbylon, or the PApe, 
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grant, they were beat, mocked, and turned out 
of doora, 

1 told you that Peg was whimfical, and loved 
any. thing that was particular : in that way, Jack 
was her man, for he neither thought^ fpoke^ dreffed, 
nor aded like other mortals: he was for your bold 
ftrokes, he railed at fops, though he was himfelf 
the jnoft afFe^ed in the world ; inftead of the com^ 
mon fafhion, he would vifit his miftrefs in a mourn^ 
ing cloak, band, fhort cuffs, and a peaked beard. 
He invented a way of coming into a room back- 
wards, which, he faid, fhewed more humility, and 
lefs affedation : where other people flood, he fat ; 
where they fat, he flood ; when he went to court, 
he ufed to kick away the flate, and fit down by his 
prince cheek by jole : Confound thefe flates, fay^ 
he, they are a modern invention: when he fpoke 
to his prince, he always turned his br — ch upon 
him : if he was advifed to fafl for his health, he 
would eat roafl-beef ; if he was allowed a more 
plentiful diet, theii he would be fure that day tp 
live upon water-gruel ; he would cry at a wedding, 
laugh and make jefts at a funeral. 

He was no lefs fmgular in his opinions; you 
would have burfl your fides to hear him talk of po- 
litics *: " All government, fays he, is founded 
*' upon the right diflribution of punifhments ; de-^ 
** cent executions keep the world in awe ; for that 

reafon the majority of mankind ought to be 

hanged every year. For example, I fuppofe, 

• Abfolute predclUaation. 

'' the 
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*' the magiftrate ought to pafs an irreverfible ttn^^ 
•' tence upon all blue-eyed children from the 
" cradle * ; but that there may be fome fhew of 
** juftice in this proceeding, thefe children ought 
*^ to be trained up by matters, appointed for that 
^' purpofe, to all forts of villany ; diat they may 
•* deferve their fate, and the execution of theirt 
** may fefve as an objeft of terror to the reft of 
*• mankind^* As to the giving of pardons, he had 
this Angular method f , That when thefe wretches 
had the rope about their necks, it fliould be en- , 
quiredj who believed they fhould be hanged, and 
•who not ? The firft were to be pardoned, the laft 
hanged out-right. Such as were once pardoned, 
were never to be hanged afterwards for any crime 
whatfoever X* He had'fuch Ikiil in phyliognomy, 
that he would ^pronounce peremptorily upon a 
man's face. That fellow, fays he, do what he will, 
can't avoid hanging ; he has a hanging look. By 
the fame art be wobld prognofticate a principality 
to a fcoundreL 

He was no lefs particular in the choice c^his ftu- 
dies ; they were generally bent towards exploded 
t:himeras, § the perpetuum mobile^ the circular Ihot, 
philofopher's ftone, filent gun-powder, making 
chains for fleas, nets for flies, and inftruments to 
unravel cohwebs, and fplit hairs. 



♦ Reprobation. 

f Saving faith ; a belief that one fliall certainly be favcd. 

t Eleaion. 

§ The learning of the Prcfbyterians. 
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Thus, I think, I have given a diftind account 
of the methods he pradlifed upon Peg. Her bro- 
ther would now and then alk her, " What a devil 
*^ do'ft thou fee in that. pragmatical coxcomb to 
*' make thee fo in love with him ? he is a fit match 
*^ for a taylor or a fhoemaker's daughter, but not 
" for you, that are a gentlewoman." " Fancy is 

free, quoth Peg: V\l take my own way, do you 
" take yours. I do not care for your flaunting 
" beaus, that gang with their breafts open, and 
*J their farks over their waiftcoats ; that accoft me 
*' with fet fpeeches out of Sidney's Arcadia, or the 
*' Academy of Compliments. .Jack is a fober, 
** grave, young man ; though he has none of your 
*' ftudied harangues, his meaning is fincere : he 
" has a great regard to his father's will ; and he 
" that fhews himfelf a good fon, will make a good 
" hulband j befides, I know he has the original 
" deed of conveyance to the fortunate iflands ; the 
** others are counterfeits." There is nothing fo 
obftinate as a young lady in her amours ; the more 
you crofs her, the worfe fhe is. 

CHAP. IV. 

Uqw the rdaiioiis reconciled John and hisjijler Peg, 
and "what return Peg made to JohnV mejfage *. 

JOHN BULL, otherwife a good-natured man, 

was very hard-hearted to his fifter Peg, chiefly 

from an averfion he had conceived in his infancy. 

• The treaty of Union between England and Scotland. 

WhUe 
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While he flouriflied, kept* a warm houfe, and.dfDve 
a plentiful trade, poor Peg was forced to go hawk- 
ing and peddling about the ftreets, felling knives, 
fciflars, and fhoe-buckles j now and then carried 
a bafket of fifli to the market; fewed, fpun, and 
knit for a livelihoodj till her fingers-ends were fore, 
and when Ihe could not get bread for her family, 
fhe was forced to hire them out at journey work to 
het neighbours. Yet in thefe her poor eircumftan^ 
ces fhe ftill prcferved the air and mien df a gentle- 
woihan^ a certain decent pride, that extorted re- 
fpecft frorii the haughtieft of her neighbours ; when 
fhe came into any full affembly, fhe would not 
yield the fa^ to the bed of them. If one afked her, 
are not you related to John Bull ? " Yes, fays fhe, 
*' he has the honciur to be my brother." So Peg's 
afiairs went, till all the relations cried out fliame 
upon John for his barbarous ufage of his own flefli 
and blood ; that it was an eafy matter for him to 
put her in a creditable way of livings not only 
without hurt, but with advantage to himfelf^ being 
fhe was an induflrious perfon, and might be fer- 
viceable to him in his way of bufmefs. " Hang 
" her, jade, quoth John ; I can't endure her, as 
" long as fhe keeps that rafcal Jack's company." 
They told him, the way to reclaim her was to take 
her into his houfe ; that by converfation the child- 
ifh humours of their younger days might be worn 
out. Thefe arguments wefe enforced by a certain 
incident. It happened that John was at that time 
about making his * will and entailing his eflate, the 

♦ The fucceflion to the crown having been fettled by aft of par- 
liament in England, upon the houfe of Hanover, and no fuch adt 

having 
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Very fame in which Nic. Frog U named executor. 
Now his fiftcr Peg*s name being in the entail, he 
toiild not make a thorough fettlement without her 
confent* There was, indeed, a malicious ftory 
l^^ent about, as if John's laft wife had fallen in love 
with Jack as he was f eating cuftard on horfeback ; 
that flie perfuaded John to take his filler into the 
houfe, the better to drive on the intrigue with 
Jack, concluding he would follow his miftrefs Peg. 
All I can Infer from this ftory, is, that when one 
has got a bad charadter in the world, people will 
report and believe any thing of one, true or falfe. 
But to return to my ftory; when Peg received 
John's meflage, flie huffed and ftormed like the 
devii $ : " My brother John, quoth jQie, is grown 
^ wondcrous kind-hearted all of a fudden, but I 
» ** meikle doubt, whether it be not mair for their 
*• own conveniency than for my good ; he draws 
" up his writs and his deeds, foiifooth, and I muft 
** fet my hand to them, unfight, unfeen. I like 
•* the young man he has fettled upon well enough, 
but I think I ought to have a valuable confide- 
ration for my confent. He wants my poor little 
farm, becaufe it makes a nook in his park-wall : 
ye may e'en tell him, he has mair than he makes 
^ good ufe of J he gangs up and down drinking, 

having paffcd in Scotland, then a fcparatc kingdom, it was thought, 
a proper time to complete the union which had been often attempcedf 
and which was recommended to the Scots by king William III. 
I f A Prefbytei-ian lord mayor of London, 
I % The Scots exprefled their fears for the preibyterian governm<^nt» 
Itnd of bebg burdened witb the Engliih national debts. 

' VoL^XVIL P /* roaring. 
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*' rearing, and quarrelling, through all the country 
*' markets, making foolifli bargains in his cups^ 
*' which he repents when he is fober j like a thrift- 
^' lefs wretch, fpending the goods and gear that his 
*' fore-fathers won with the fweat of their brows j 
light come, light go, he eares not a farthing. 
But why fhould I ftand furety for his contracts j 
the little I have is free, and 1 can call it my awn j i 
" hame's hame, let it be never fo hamely. I ken 
*' him well enough, he could never abide me, and 
*' when he has his ends, he'll e'en ufe me as he did 
*' before. I am fure I fhall be treated like a poor* 
" drudge : I fhall be fet to tend the. bairns^ dearn 
" the hofe, and mend the linen. Then there's no 
*^ living with that old carline his mother; fhe rails 
** at Jack, and Jack's an honefter man than any 
*' of her kin : I fhall be plagued with her fpells and 
** her Pater-nojlers^ and filly old-world ceremonies; 
** I mun never pare my nails on a friday, ndr be- 
*•* gin a JQttrney on childermas-day ; aiid I mun 
** ftand becking and hinging, as I gang out and 
*J into the hall. Tell him he may e'eri gJing his 
*• g^t J ^^ \i2iVt nothing to do with him ; I'll ftay^ 
*' like the poor country moufcy in my awn habi-*- 
" tation." So Peg talked ; but for all that, by the , 
interpofition of good friends, and by many a bonny" 
thing that was fent, and many more that were pro- 
ffiifed Peg, the matter was concluded, and Pegf^ 
taken into the houfe upon certain articles: one oflf 
which was, that fhe might have the freedom of 
Jack's convcrfation *, and might take him for bet- 

• Tlie aSt of toleration. 

terJ 
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ter and for worfe, if flie pleafed; provided always, 
he did not come into the houfe at unfeafonable 
hours, and difturb the reft of the old womani 
John's mother. 



. C 11 A P. V. 

t)ffome quarrels^ that happened ajicr Peg was taken 
ifHo the family \. 

T T is an old obfervation, that the cj^rrcls of 
relations are harder to reconcile than ihy other ; 
injuries from friends fret and gall hi^rc, and the 
memory of tkem is not (o cafiiy obliterated. I'his 
IS cunningly reprefented by pne of your old fages^ • 
called iEfop, in the ftory of the bird, that was 
grieved extremely at being wounded with an arrow 
feathered with his own wing; as alfo'of the oak, 
that let many a heavy groan, when he was cleft 
with a a wedge Ijf his own timber. ' 

There was no iaian in the world lefs fiibjed to 
rancour than John Bull, confidcring how often his 
good-nature had been abufedj yet 1 don*t know 
how, but he was too apt to hearken to tattling 
jpeople, that carried tales between him and his fifter 
Peg, on purpofe tO fbW jealoufies, and jjet them 
together by the ears. They fay that there were 
feme hardfliips put upon Peg, which had been 

\ QS^^rels aboiit fome of th^ articles of Union, particularly th^ -y 
Peerage. 

P i2fc better 
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better let alone ; but it was the bufinefs of good 
people to reffarain the injuries on one fide^ and 
moderate the refentments on the other; a good 
friend ads both parts j the one without the othet 
will not do. 

The purchafe money of PegV farm wsis ill 
paid* ; then Peg loved a little good liquor, and 
the fervants fhut up the wine-cellar ; but for that 
Peg found a trick, for flie made a falfe keyf^ 
Peg*s fervants complained, that they were debarred 
from all manner of bufinefs, and never fuffered to 
touch the leaft thing within the houfe J j if they 
offered to come into the warehoufe, then ftraight 
went the yard flap over their noddle ; if they ven- 
tured into the counting-room, a fellow would 
throw an ink-bottle at their head ; if they came 
into the beft apartment, to ikt any thing there in l 
order, they were faluted with a broom ; if they 
meddled with any thing in the kitchen, it was odds 
but the cook laid them over the pate with a ladle ; i 
one that would have got into the ftables, was met , 
by two rafcals, who fell to work with him with a 
brufh and a curry-comb ; fome climbing up into 
the coach-box, were told, that one of their com- 
panions had been there before that could not 

* By tKc xvth article of the treaty of Union, it was agreed that 
Scotland fhould have an equivalent for feveral cuiloms and excifes 
to which (he would become liable^ and this equivalent was not 
paid. 

f Run wine. 

t By the teft aA, diflenters arc excluded from places and employ- 
ments. 

drive J 
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drive ; then flap went the lotig whip about their 
ears. 

On the other hand it was complained, that Peg's 
fervants were always alking for drink-money*; 
that they had more than their fliare of the Chrift- 
mas-box : to fay the truth, Peg's lads buftled pttttf 
hard for that ; for when they w€r6 endeavouring 
to lock it up, they got in their great fifts, and 
pulled out handfiils of half-crowns, fhillings, and 
fix-pences. Others in the fcramble picked up 
guineas and broad-pieces. But there happened i 
worfe thing than all this ; it was complained that 
Peg's fervants had great ftomachs, and brought fd 
many of their friends and acquaintance to the table, 
^t John's family was like to be eat out of houfe 
and home. Inftead of regulating this matter as it 
ought to be. Peg's young men were tbruft away 
from the table ; then there was the dcyil and all to 
do ; fpoons, plates and difhes dew abut the room 
like mad j and Sir Roger, who was now major 
domo^ had enough to do to quiet them. Peg fkid, 
this was contrary to agreement, whereby Ihe was 
in all things to be treated like a child of the family ; 
then fhe called upon thofe, that had made her fuch 
fair promifes, and undertook for her brother John's 
good behaviour; but, alas ! to her coft Ihe found, 
that they were the firft and readieft to do her the 
injury. John at laft agreed to this regulation V 
that Peg's footmen might fit with his book-keeper^ 
journeymen, and apprentices j and Peg's better 

* Endeavoured to get their fliare of places. 

P 3 fort 
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fort of fcrvants might lit with his footmen, if they 
pleafed *. 

Then they began to order plumb-porridge and 
minced-pies for Peg's dinner : Peg tol4 them jflie 
had an averfion to that fort of food ; that upon 
forcing down a mefs of it fome years agofj^ it 
threw her into a fit, till flic brought it up again. 
Some alleged it was nothing but humour, that the 
fame niefs fhould be ferved up again for fupper, 
and breakfaft next morning; others would have 
made ufe of a horn.; but the wifer fort bid le^ 
her alone, and fhe might take to it of her aw^ 
accord. 

C H A P. VI. 

The convetfation between John Bull and bis wifi^ 

Mrs. Bull. X^^V^^ ^ f'^''^^^'"'^^ 
^ are m a bad condition, I have a 

better opinion of them, fiace you feemed to be 

convinced of the ill courfe you have been in, and 

are refolved to fubmit to proper remedies. But 

when I confider your immenfe debts, your foolilh 

bargains, and the general diforder of your bufinefs, 

1 have a curiofity to know what fate or chance has 

brought you into this condition. 

J. Bull. I wifli you would talk of fome other 

fubje^ ; the thoughts of it make me road j our 

family muft have their run, 

* Articles of Union^ whereby they could make a Scots common-* 
er, but not a lord, a peer, 
f Introducing epifcopacy into Scotland, by Charles T. 

Mrs* 
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Mrt. Bull. But fucfra ftrange thing as this 
never happened to any of your ' family before : 
they have had law-fuits, but though they fpent the 
income, they never mortgaged the ftock. Sure 
you muft have fome of the Norman or the Nor- 
folk blood in you. Prithee give me fome account 
of thefe matters. 

J. Bull. Who could help it ? There lives not 
fuch a fellow by bread as that old Lewis Baboon : 
he is the moft cheating contentious rogue upon the 
face of the earth. You muft know, one day, as 
J^ic. Frog and I were over a bottle, making up an 
old quarrel, the old fellow would needs have us 
drink a bottle of his Champagne, and fo one after 
ftnother, till my friend Nic. and I, not being ufed 
to fuch heady fluff, got bloody drunk. Lewis all 
the whik, either by the ftrength of bis brain, or 
inching his glafs, kept himfelf fober as a judge. 
'* My ^'orthy friends, quoth LewiSj henceforth 
** let us live neighbourly ; I am as peaceable and 
^- quiet as a lamb, of my own temper, but it has 
<^ been my misfortune to live among quarrelfomc' 
^* neighbours. There is but one thing can make 
<* us fall out, and that is the inheritance of lord 
*' Strutt's eftate ; I am content, for peace fake, to 
** wave my right, and fubmit to any expedient to 
^* prevent a law-fuit; I think an equal divifion 
*' will be the faireft way *." " Well moved, old . 
^' Lewis," quoth Frogj and I hope my friend 
«' John here will not be refradory." At the ftnlc 

* A treaty for preferving the balance of power in Europt by a 
partition of the Spaniih dominions* 

P 4 jiAt 
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time he clapped me on the back, and flabbered me 
all over from check to cheek,, with his greit 
tongue, " Do as you pleafe, gentlemen," quoth I, 
" 'tis all one to John Bull/' We agreed to part 
that night, and next morning to meet at the corner 
of lord Stmtt's park-wall with our furveying in- 
(iruments, which accordingly we did. Old Lewis 
carried a chain and a femicircle ; Nic. paper, rulers^ 
and a lead pencil ; and I followed at fome diflance 
with a long pole. We began firft with furveying 
the meadow grounds ; afterwards we meafured the 
corn fields, clofe by clofe j then we proceeded to 
the wood lands, the copper and tin mines f . All 
this while Nic laid down every thing exadtly upon 
paper, calculated the acres and roods to a great 
nicety. When we had finifhed the land, we were 
going to break into the houfe arid g^dens to take 
an inventory of his plate, pidures, and other fur- 
niture. 

Mrs, Bull. What faid lord Strutt to all this ? 

J. Bull. As we had almoft finifhed our con- 
cern, we were accofted by fome of lord Srrutt's 
fervants : " Heyday ! What's here ? What a de- 
*' vil's the meaning of all thefe trangrams and 
•* gimcracks, gentlemen? What in the name of 
*' wonder are you going about, jumping over my 
** mailer's hedges, and running your lines crofs 
** his grounds ? If you are at any field paftime, 
** you might have alked leave; my mafter is a 
•* civil, welKbred perfon as any is." 

Mrs. Bull. What could you anfwer to this ? 

t The WcftJadics. 

• J. Bull, 
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J. feuLL. Why truly my neighbour Frog and 
I were ftill hot-headed j we told him hh mafter 
was an old doating puppy^ that minded nothing of 
his own bufmefs; that we were furveying his 
eftate, and fettling it for him, lince he would not 
do it himfel£ Upon this there happened a quar- 
rel, but we, being ftronger than they, fent them 
away with a flea in their car. They went home 
and told their mafter*: " My lord,'* faid they, 
" there are three odd fort of fellows going about 
^^ your grounds, with the ftrangeft machines that 
" ever we beheld in our life : I fuppofe they arc 
•* going to rob your orchard, fell your trees, or 
** drive away your cattle: they told us ftrange 
•• things of fettling your eftate. : one is a lufty old 
** fellow, in a black wig, with a black beard, 
•^ without teeth: there's another thick fquat fel- 
•* low, in tnmk-hofe: the third is a little, long* 
*^ nofed, thin man (I was then lean, being juft 
** come out of a fit of fitknefs). I fuppofe it is fit 
** to fend after them, left they carry fomethin§ 
•* away." 

Mrs. Bull. I fancy this put the old fellow in 
a rare tweague. 

J. Bull. Weak as he was, he called for his 
long toledo, fworc and bounced about the room, 
" 'Sdeath ! what am I come to, to be affronted fo 
** by my tradefmcn ? I know the rafcals : my 
** barbery clothier, and linen-draper difpofe of my 

eftate ! bring hither my blunderbufs. I'll war- 



ii 



* This partition of the king of Spain's dominions was made 
withoat his confcnti or even his knowledge. 
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** rant ye, you Ihall fee day-light through thenit 
*^ Scoundrels ! dogs ! the fcum of the earth ! 
*^ Frog, that was my father's kitchen-boy J he 
** pretend to meddle with my eftate ! with my 
*^ will ! Ah poor Smitt J what art thou come tQ 
** at laft ? Thou haft lived too long in the world, 
" to fee thy.ag^ and infirmity fo defpifed: how 
** will the ghofts of my noble anceftors Mcgive 
*^ thefc tidings ? They cannpt, they muft not 
** fleep quietly in their graves.'* In fhort, the old 
gentleman was carried off in a fainting fit ; and, 
after bleeding in both arms, hardly recovered. 

Mrs. Bull. Really this was a very eactraor-* 
dinary way of proceeding : I long to h^ar the ref^ 
of it. 

J. Bull. After we had come back to the ta-. 
vern, and taken t'other bottle of Champagne, we 
quarrelled a little about the divifion of the eftate. 
Lewis hauled and pulled the map on one fide, and 
Frog and I qn the other, till we had like to have 
torne the parchment to pieces. At laft Lewis 
pulled out a pair of great taylors fheers, and dipt 
a corner for himfelf, .which, he fatd was a manor 
that lay convenient for him, and left Frog and nie 
the reft to difpofe of as we pleafed. We were 
overjoyed to think Lewis was contented with fo 
little, not fmelling what was at the bottom of the 
plot. There happened, indeed, an incident that 
gave us fome difturbance : a cunning fellow, one* 
of my fervants, two days after, peeping through " 
the key-hole, obferved, that old Lewis had ftole 
away our part of the map, and faw him fiddling 

and 
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and turning the map from one corner to the other^ 
trying to join the two pieces together again : he 
was muttering fomething to himfelf, which we did 
not well hear, only thefe words, " 'Tis great pity^ 
** *tis great pity!" My fervant added, that he 
believed this had fome ill meaning. I told him he 
was a coxcomb, always pretending to be wifer than 
his compank)ns: Lewis and I are good friends, 
he's an honeft fellow, and I dare fay will ftand to 
his bargain. The fequel. of the ftory proved this 
fellow's fufpicion to be too well grounded ; for 
Lewis revealed our whole fecret to the deceafed 
lojd Strutt*, who, in reward to his treachery, and 
revenge to Frog and me, fettled his whole eftate 
upon the prefent Philip Baboon. Then we under- 
ftood what he meant by piecing the map. 

Mrs. ButL. And was you furprized at this? 
Had not lord Strutt reafon to be angry ? Would 
you have been contented to have been fo ufed 
yourfelf ? 

J. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not eafily 
reconciled to the common methods ; but then it 
was the fafhion to do fuch things. I have read of 
your golden age, your filver age, ^c. : one might 
juftly call this the age of lawyers. There was 
hardly a man of fubftance in all the country, but 
had a counterfeit that pretended to his eftate f. As 
the philofophers fay, that there is a duplicate of 

^ It h fufpeAed that the French king intended to take the whole* 
and that he revealed the fecret to the court of Spain, upon which 
the will was made in favour of his grandfon. 

t Several Pretenders at that time. 

every 
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every tarreftrial animal at iesl, fo it was in this age 
of the lawyew, there was at leaft two of every 
thing J nay, on my confdence, 1 think there wer^ 
three cfquira Hackums * at one time. In Ihort, it 
was nfual for a parcel of fellows to meeti and dif- 
pofc of the whole eftates in the country : ** Thia 
**lies convenicint for me, Tom: thou wouldft da 
** more good with that, Dick, than the old fellow 
•* diat has it/* So to law thej^went with the true 
owners ; the lawyers got well by it ; every body 
elfe was undone. It was a common thing for an 
honeft man, when he came home at night, to find 
another fellow domineering in his family, he6:or-« 
ing his fervants, calling for fupper, and pretending 
to go to bed to his wife. In every houfe yon 
might obferve two Sofias quarrelling who was maf* 
ter^ For my own part, I am ftill afraid of the 
&me treatment, and that I fhould find fomebody 
behind my counter, felling my broad cloth. 

Mrs. Bull. There is a fort of fellows, they call 
banterers and bamboozlers, that play fuch tricks i 
but it feems, thefe fellows were in eameft. 

J* Bull. I begin to think, that juftice is a 
better rule than conveniency, for all fome pec^le 
make f6 flight of it. 

* Kings of Poland. 
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CHAP. Yll 

Of the hard Jhifis Mrs. Bull was put to^ to pre^ 
ferve the manor of Bullock's Hatch ; with Sir 
RogerV method to keep oj^ importunate duns"*^. 



M 



S John Bull and his wife were talking toge- 
ther, they were furprized with a fudden^ 
knocking at the door. " Thofe wicked fcrivenerp 
•* and lawyers, no doubt," quoth John ; and fo it 
was : fome afking for the money he owed, and 
others warning to prepare for' the approaching 
term* " What a curfed life do I lead !" quoth 
John. ** Debt is like deadly fin: for God's 
•* fake, Sir Roger, get me rid of the fellows.'* 
** I'll warrant you," quoth Sir Roger; *^ leave 
•^ them to me." And indeed it was pleafant 
enough to obferve Sir Roger's method with thefe 
importunate duns j his fincere friendihip for John 
Bull made him fubmit to many things for his fer- 
vice, which he would have fcorned to have done 
for himfelf; Sometimes he would ftand at the 
door with his long ftaff to keep off the duns, till 

* After the diiToIation of the parliament, the finking miniltry 
endeavoured to fupport themfelves by propagating a notion, that 
the public credit would fuffer^ if the lord treafurer Godolphin was 
removed : the dread of this event produced it : the monied men 
began to fell their ihar^s in. the bank; the governor, deputy go- 
vernor, and two dire£^ors, applied to the Queen to prevent the 
change ; the alarm became general, and all the public funds gnu 
dually funk. Perhaps^ by Bullock's Hatch, the author meant the 
crown lands. See p. 172.. 

John 
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John got out at the back-door *. When the law-^ 
yers and tradefmcn brought extravagant bills, Sit 
Roger ufed to bargain berore-hand for leave to cut 
off a quarter of a yard in any part of the bill he 
pleafed ; he wore a pair of fciffars in his pocket for 
this purpofe^ and would fnip it dBf fo nicely as you 
cannot imagine. Like a true goldfmith, he kept 
all your holidays ; thfere was not one Wantihg in 
his calendar 2 when r^ady money was fcarce^ he 
would fet them a-telling a thoufand pounds in fix*- 
pences, groats, and three-^penny pieces. It vtrould 
have, done your heart good to have feen him charge 
through an army .'of lawyers, attorneys, clerks, and 
tradefmen ; fometimes with fword in hand, at 
other times nuzzling like an eel in the mud. 
When a fellow ftuck like ar bur, that there was no 
fliaking him off, he ufed to bd tnighty inqulfitive 
about the health of his uncles and aunts in the 
country} he could call them all by their names, 
for he knew every body, and could tdk to them in 
their own way. The extrettiely impettindnt he 
%rould fend away to fee fome ftrange fight, as th* 
dragon of Hockley in the Hole ; or bid him call 
the thirtieth of next February. Now and then yoU 
would fee him in the kitchen, weighing the beef 
and butter f ; paying ready money, that the maids 
might not run a-tick at the market; and the 
butchers, by bribing them, fell damaged and 
light meat. Another time he would flip into the 
cellar, and gauge the cafks* In his leifure minutes, 

• Manners of the carl of Oxford. 

t Some regulations as to the purveyance in the Queen's family. 

ha 
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he was polling his books, and gathering in his 
debts. Such frugal methods were neceflary, where 
money was fo fcarce, and duns fo numerous. All 
this while John kept his credit, could fhew his 
head both at 'Change and Weftminfter-hall ; no 
man protefted his bill, nor refufed his bond j only 
the (harpers and the fcriveners, the lawyers and 
other clerks, pelted Sir Roger as he went along. 
The fquirters were at it with their kennel-water, 
for they were mad for the lofs of their bubble, and 
that they could not get him to mortgage the manor 
of Bullock's Hatch. Sir Roger fhook his ears, and 
nuzzled along, well fatisfied within himfelf, that 
he was doing a charitable work, in refcuing an 
honeft man from the claws of harpies and blood- 
fuckers. Mrs. Bull did all that an ^fiedtionate 
wife, and a good houfewife, could do; yet the 
boundaries of virtues are indivifible lines ; it is 
impoflible to march up clofe to the frontiers pf 
frugality, without entering the temtories of parfi- 
mony. Your good houfewives are apt to look into 
the minuteft things ; therefore fome blamed Mrs^ 
Bull for new heel-piecing of her fhoes, grudging 
a quarter of a pound of foap and fand to fcour the 
rooms * ; but efpecially, that fhe would not allow 
her maids and apprentices the benefit of John 
Bunyan, the London Apprentice, or the Seven 
Champions in the black letter f • 

• Too great fayings in the houfe oPcommons. 

t Refiraining the libort/ of the prtfs by a£t of parliament. 

CHAP. 



424 THE HISTORY OF 



C H A E VtiL 

A continuation of the honvttfation bttween John Bull 
and bis ivife. 

%ji r>,.^ . T T i$ a moft fad life we lead, my 
Mrs* Bull. 1 . . u r ^ ^ • • 

dear, to be lo teazed^ paying m- 

tereft for old debts, and ftill contrading new ones. 

However, I don't blame you for vindicating your 

honour, and chaftifing old Lewis : to curb ;the in- 

folent, protefl: the oppreflbd, recover one^s own, 

and defend what one has, are good eflfeds of the 

law : the only thing I want to know, is, how you 

came to make an end of your money, before you 

finifhed your fuit. 

J. Bull. I was told by the learned in the law, 
that my fuit ftood upon three firm pillars : more 
money for more law ; more law for more money ; 
and, no coftipofition. More money for more law, 
was plain to a demonftration; for who can go to law 
without money ? and it was plain, that any man 
that has money, may have law for it. The third 
was as evident as the other two ; for what compo- 
fitioii could be made with a rogue, that never kept 
a word he faid ? 

Mrs. Bull. I think you are moft likely to get 
out of this labyrinth by the fecond door, by want 
of ready money to purchafe this precious commo- 
dity : but you feem not only to have bought too 
much of it, but have paid too dear for what you 
bought J elfe, how was it poffible to run fo much 
in debt, when at this very time, the yearly income 
7 of 
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fef what is mortgaged to Uiofe ufurers, would dif- 
charge Hocus's bilk, and. give you your belly-fuil 
of law for all your life, without running one fix- 
pence in debt ? You have been bred up to bufi- 
nefs; I fuppofe you can cypher; I wonder you 
never ufed your pen and ink, 

J. Bull. Now you urge me too far; prithee, 
dear wife, hold thy tongue. Suppofe a young 
heir, heedlefs, raw, and unexperienced, full of 
fpirit and vigour, with a favourite paffion, in the 
hands of money fcriveners ; fuch fellows are like 
your wire-drawing, mills ; if they get hold of a 
man's finger^ they will pull in his whole body at 
laft, till they fqueeze the heart, blood, and guts 
out of him*. When I wanted money, half a 
dozen of thefe fellows were always waiting in my 
antichamber with their , fecurities ready drawn, I 
was tempted with the ready ; fome farm or other 
went to pot... ^I ,received with one hand, and 
paid it away with tifeie other to lawyers, that, like 
fo many hell-hounds, wre ready to devour me. 
Then the rogues. would plead poverty, and fcarcity 
of money, which always, ended in receiving ninety 
for the hundred. After they had jgot pofleffion of 
my beft rents, they were able to fupply me with 
my own money* But whdt was wcrfe, when I 
looked into the fecurxties, there was no clalife of 
redemption. 

Mrs. Bull. No claufe of redemption, fay 
you ? that's hard. 

* Methods of preying upon the neceflitie* of the govemm^ftt. 

Vol. XVII.. Q^ -J. Bult.. 
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J. Bull. No great mlitter, for I cannot pay 
them. They had got a worfe trkk than thatj 
the fame man bought and fold to himfelf; 
paid the moiiey, and gave the acquittance j the 
fame man was butcher atid grazier, brewer and 
butler, cook and poulterer* TTiere is fomething 
ftill worfe than all this ; there came twenty bills 
upon me at once, which I had given money to 
difcharge; 1 was like t6 be pulled to pieces by 
brewer, butcher, and bake/; even my herb- woman 
dunned me as I went along the ftreets. (Thanka' 
to my friend Sir Roger, elfc I muft have gone to 
gaol.) When I aflced the rtieanmg of this, I was 
told j the money went to the lawyers j counfel won't 
tick, Sir; Hocus was urging: my book-keeper \ 
fat fotting all day, playing at put and all-fonrs : in 
fliort, by griping ufurers, devourihg lawyers, and 
negligent fervants, I am brought to this pais. 

Mrs. BiJLL. This was hard ufage? but, me- 
thinks, the leaft refledion might have retrieved you. 

J. Bull. It is true t yet confider my circum- 
ftances ; my honour was engaged, and I did not 
know how to get out ; befides, I was for five years 
often drunk, always muddled; they carried n\9 i 
from tavern to tavern, to ale-houfes and brandy- J 
fhops, and brought me acquainted with fucb 1 
ftrange dogs * ! ** There goes the prettieft fellow 
*• in the world," fays one, *' for managing a jury ; 
**^ make him yours. There's another can pick yon 
*^ up witneifes: ferjeant fuch^a-one has a lilver 
" tongue at the bar." I believe, in time I fliould 



• Hiring flill more troops.^ 
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^ have retained every fingle perfo^ within the inns 
" of court. The night after a trial I treated the 
lawyers, thdir wives, and daughters^ with fid- 
dles, hautboys, drums, and . trumpets* I was 
always hot-headed ; then they placed me in the 
middle, the attorneys and their clerks dancing 
about me, whooping, and hollowing, •* Long 
*' live John Bull, the glory and Aippott of tha 
*Maw!" 

Mrs* Bull. Really, hufband, you went through 
a very notable courfe. 

J. Bull. One of the things^ th^t firft alafmed 

me. Was, that they fhewed a fpite againft my poot 

eld mother*- ** Lord," quoth I, ** what makes you 

•* fq jealous of a pdor, old, innocent gentlewoman^ 

^' that minds only her prayers, and her pradkice o£ 

** piety 2 Ihe never meddles in any of your con- 

** cerns?" " f oh, fay they, to fee a handfome, brifk, 

•' genteel, young fellow, fo much governed by a 

•* doating old woman! why don't yoti go and 

•* fuck the bubby? Do you confider fhe keeps 

' •* you out of a good jointure ? She has thd beft 

** of your eftate fettled upon her for a rent-»charge : 

[ *-* hang her, old thief, turn her out of doors, feize 

I* ** her land, and let her go to law if fhe dares/' 

[ *' Soft and fair, gentlemen^ quoth I ; my mother's 

\ *' my mother ; our family are not of an unnatural 

I " temper. Though I don't take all her advice, I 

" won't feize her jointure ; long may fhe enjoy it, 

f * good woman ; I don't grudge it her j fhe a^Uows 

• Railing againft the cBurch. 

0^2 me 
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** -me now-and-then a brace of hundreds for my 
*^ law-fuit J that's pretty fair.'* About this time 
the old gentlewoman fell ill of an odd fort of a 
^ di!ft6mper *; it began with a coldnefs and numb- 
nefs in her limbs, which by degrees afFefted the 
nerves (I think the phyficians called them) feized 
the brain, and at laft ended in a lethargy. It 
betrayed itfelf at firft in a fort of indifference and 
careleffnefs in all her actions, coldnefs to her beffi 
friends, and an averfion to fiir or go about the 
common offices of life. She, that was the clean-* . 
lieft creature 'in the. world, never fhrunk now, if 
you fet a clofe-ftool under her nofe. She, that -, 
would fometimes rattle off her fervants pretty 
fliarply, now, if (he faw them drink, or heard 
them talk profanely, never took any notice of it. 
Inftead of her ufual charities to deferving perfons, 
Ihe threw away her money upon roaring, fwearing 
bullies and beggars, that went about the ftreets f . 
^ What is the matter with the old gentlewoman,'^ 
faid every body, " flie never ufed to do in this 
** manner ?" At laft the diftemper grew more 
violent, and threw her downright into raving fits J; 
in which fhe Ihrieked out fo loud, that flie dif- 
turbed the whole neighbourhood. In her fits fhe 
called upon one Sir WJUiam § : " Oh ! Sir Wil- 
*' liam, thou haft betrayed me ! killed me ! ftab- 

* CsrelefTnefs in forms and difcipllne. 

t Dirpoiing of fome preferments to libertine and nprincipled 
perfons. 

X The too violent clamour about the danger of the church, 

§ Sir William, a cant name of Sir Humphry's for Lord Treafurer 
GoUolphin. 

"bed 
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** bed me ! fold me to the cuckold of Dover-ftreet ! 
** See, fee Clum with his bloody k'nife ! feize him, 
*' feize him, Hop him ! Behold the fury with 
*' her hiffing fnakes ! Where's my fon John ? Is 
" he well, is he , well ? poor man ! I pity him ;? 
and abundance more of fuch ftrange fluff, that 
nobody could make any thing o£ 1 knew Jittle of 
the matter ; for when I ^enquired about her health, 
the anfwer was, " that fhe was in a good moderate 
" way." Phyficians were fent for in hafte : Sir 
Roger, with great difficulty, brought Ratcliff; 
Garth came upon the firft meflage* There were 
feveral others called in ; but, as ufual upon fucU 
occafions, they differed ftrangely at the co^fiiltar 
tion. At laft they divided intp two parties, on^e 
fided with Garth, the ^ther with Ratcliff*. Dr. 
Garth : " This cafe feems to me ,to be plainly 
*' hyfterical ; the old woman is whimfical ; it is a 
*' common thing for your old womjen to be fo; 
** rU pawn my life^ blifters, with th^ fteel diet, 
?' will recover her.'' Others fuggefted ftrong 
purging, and letting of blood, becaufe fhe was 
plethoric. Some went {o far as to fay the old wo- , 
man was ipad, aud nothing would be better than ^ 
Jittle corporal correction. Ratcliff : " Gen- 
^' tlemen, you are miftaken in this cafe ; it is 
plainly an acute diflemper, and fhe cannot hold 
out three days, unlefs fhe is fupported with 
ftrong cordials.'' I came into thp coom with a 
good deal of concern, and afked them, what they 

* (Jarth, the low-church party ; Ratcliff, high-church party. 
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thought of my mother ? ^Mn no manner of dan- 
" ger, I vow to Gad," quoth Garth, " the 0I4 
** woman is hyfterical, fancifql. Sir, I vow to 
^ Gad/' ♦* I tell you, Sir," fays RatcUfF, " Ihe 
*' cannot live three days to an end, unlefs there is 
•• fome very efFedtual courfe taken with her ; fhe 
** has a iiialignant fever." Then fopl, puppy, and 
blockhead, were the beft words they gave. ' I 
pould hardly reftrain them from throwing the ink-^ 
bottles at one another's heads. I forgpt to tell you, 
that one party of the phyficians defired, I would 
take my (ifter Peg into the houle to nurfe her, but 
the old gentlewoman would not hear of that. At ; 
laft, one phyfician afked, if the lady had ever beei^ 
pfed to take laudanum ? Her maid anfwered, not 
that flie knew ; but indeed there was a High-^ 
perman liveryman of hers, one Yan Ptfchirn* 
fooker^, that gavef her a fort of qnack-powden 
The phyfician defired to fee it : *f Nay," fays he^ 
t' there is opium in this, I am fure." 

Mrs. Bui,^, I hope you examined a little intp 
this niatter. 

J. BiJLi,. I did, indeed, and difcovered a great 
my fiery of iniquity. The witnefTes made oath. 
That they had heard fome of the liverymen f fre- 
quently railing at their miftrefs, " I'hey faid, fhe 
f* was a troublefome, fiddle-faddle old woman, and 
t' fo ceremonious, that there was no bearing of 
^' her, T^^Y "^Y^^^ ^^ plagued with bowing ancj 

* Van Ptfchirnfooker, a biftop at that time, a great dealer in 
politics and phyfic. 
t The Clergy. 

V cringing 
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** icringing as they went in and out of the roorn^ 
*' that their backs ached. She ufed to fcold at one 
** for his dirty fhge?^ at another for his greafy 
*' hair, and not coanbing his head : that fhe was fo 
*^ paflionatc ac^d fiery in her temper, that there 
*' was no .living with her ; fhe wanted fgrnething 
to fweeten her blood : that they never had a 
quiet night^s refti- for getting up in the morning 
" to early facraments ; they >Yifhed they could find 
*' fome way or another to keep the old woman 
" quiet in her bed.*' iSuch difcourfes were pften 
overheard among the liverymen, while the faid 
Yan Ptfchirnfooker had undertaken this matter. 
A maid made affidavit, " That fhe had feen the 
*' faid Yan Ptfchirnfooker, one of the liverymen, 
** frequently making up of medicines, and admi- 
^' niflering them to all the neighbours ; that fhe 
*' faw him one morning make up the powder, 
** which her miflrefs took ; that fhe had the curi- 
*' ofity to afk him, whence he had the ingredients ? 
They come," fays H^ *' from feveral parts of de 
** world ; dis I have from Geneva, dat from Rome, dis 
*' white powder from Amflerdam, find de red from 
*' Edinburgh ; but de chief ingredient of all comes 
*' from Turkeyi" It was likewife proved, that the 
faid Yan Ptfchirnfooker had been frequently feen 
at the Rofe with Jack, who was known to bear an 
inveterate fpite to his miflrefs ; That he brought a 
certain powder to his miflrefs, which the exami-? 
nant believes to be the fame, and fpoke the foUow-w 
ing words : " Madam, here is grand fecret van 
^^ de world, my fweetening powder, it does tem-r 

Q 4 ^ perat^ 
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perate de humour, dcfpel de wint, and cure de 
** vapour ; it lullct and quietet de animal fpirits, 
*' procuring reft and pleafant dreams : it is de in-* 
" fallible receipt for de fcurvy, all heats in de 
** bloot, and brealcing out upon de Ikin : it is de 
** true bloot-ftancher, flopping all fluxes of de 
** bloot : if you do take dis, you Will never ail any 
*^ ding; it will cure you of all difeafes:'* and 
abundance more to thispurpofe, which the exami- 
nant does not remember. *i 

Tohn Bull was interrupted in his ftory by a por- 
ter, that brought him a letter from Nicholas Frog, 
which is aS follows, ^^ 

C H A P. IX- 

* ^ Copy o/Nic. FrogV letter to John Bull. 

[John Bull read^.^ 
FRIEND JOHN, 
*' TX7HAT Schellum is this, that makes thee 
*^ ^ jealous of thy olji friend Nicholas ? Haft 
f^.thou forgot how fqme years ago he took thee 
*> opt of the t fpimging-hoqfe ?" ['Tis true my friend 
Nic. did fo, and I thank him ; but he made me pay 
a fwinging reckoning,] '^ Thou beginn'ft now to 
.^^ repent thy bargain, that thou waft fo fond of; 
!• and if thou durft, would^ft forfwear thy own 
" hand and feal. Thou fay'ft, that thou haft pur- 
" chafed me too great an eftate already; when, at 
*^ ihe fame time, thou know'ft I have only a mort- 
^* gage : 'tip true, \ have pofTefJion, an4 the tenants 

• A letter fi^om the States General, 
t Alluding to the Revolution. 
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*^ own me for mafter; but has not Efquire South 
*^ the equity of redemption ?" [No doubt, and will 
redeem it very fpeedily ;- poor Nic. has. only pof- 
feffic.n, eleven points of the law.] *' As for the 
" * turnpikes I have fet up, they are for other people, 
*' not for my friend John; T have ordered my fervant 
" conftantly to attend, to let thy carriages through 
" without paying any thing; only I Jiope thou wilt 
*' not come too heavy laden to Ijpoil my ways. Cer- 
*' tainly I have juft caufe of offence againft thee, 
** my friend, for fuppoling it poflible that thou and 
*^ I fhould ever quarrel : what hoandsfbot i^itihat 
^,,V puts thefe 'whims in thy head? Ten thoulknd 
*^* laft of devils haul me, if I don't love thee as 1 
** love my life." ;[No qiieftiori, as the devil loves 
holy Water ! ] ' " Does not th/ own ' hand aiid feal 
^' oblige thee to purchafe for me, till I ;fay it is 
enough? Are not thefe words plain? I fay" it is 
not enough. Doft thoii think thy friend Nicho- 
^' las Frog made a ' child's ' bargain ? Mark the 
** words of thy contraft, Tqtd pectmld^ with all thy 
*' money." [Very well ! I have purchafed with 
my own money, my childrens, and my grand- 
childrens money, is not that enough ? Well, tota 
pecunid let it be, for at prefent I have none at all : 
he would not have me purchafe with other people's 
money fure ? fmce totd pecunid is the bargain, I 
think it is plain, no more money, no more pur- 
chafe.] " And whatever the world may fay, Ni- 
*' cholas Frog is but a poor man in comparifon of 
*' the rich, the opulent John Bull, great clothier of 

• f he putch prohibition of trade* 

"the 
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" the world. I have had many lofles, fix of my 
*' bcft fheep were drowned, and the water has come 
*' into my cellar, and fpoiled a pipe of my beft 
*' brandy : it would be a more friendly a£t in thee * 
*' to carry a brief about the country to repair the 
** lofles of thy poor friend* Is it not evident to all 
** the world, that I am ftill hemmed in by Lewis 
^' Baboon? Is he not juft upon my borders?** 
{And fo he will be, if I purchafe a thoufand acres 
more, unleis he get fomebody betwixt them. J "I . 
^ tell thee, friend John, thou haft flatterers, that 
** perfuade thee that thou art a man of bufinefs ; do 
" not believe them : if thou would'ft ftill leave thy^^. 
** affidrs in my hands, thou fliould'ft fee how .• 
•* handfomely I would deal by thee. That ever 
•* thou fliould'ft be dazzled with the inchanted 
^ iflands, and mountains of gold, that old Lewis 
•^ promifes thee ! 'Dfwounds ! why doft thou not 
*' lay out thy money to purchafe a place at court, 
i* of honeft Ifrael ? I tell thee, thou muft not fo 
** much as think of a compofxtion.** [Not think 
of a compofition, that's hard indeed : 1 can't help 
thinking of it, if I would.] " Thou complain*ft of 
♦* want of money ; let thy wife and daughters burn 
*' the gold lace of their petticoats ; fell thy fat cattle ; 
** retrench but a firloin of beef and a peck-loaf in a 
^* week from thy gormandizing guts.'* [Retrench 
my beef, a dog ! Retrench my beef! then it is 
plain the rafcal has an ill defign upon me, he would 
ftarve me.] *' Mortgage thy manor of Bullock's- 
** hatch, or pawn thy crop for ten years.** [A rogue J 
part with my country-feat, my patrimony, all tha^ 

I have 
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I have left in the world j TU fee him hanged firft.] 
*' Why haft thou changed thy attorney? Can any 
^' man manage thy caufe better for thee ?" . [Very 
pleafant! Jjecaufe a man has a good attorney^ he 
muft never make a:n end of his law-fuit] ** Ah 
^' John ! John ! I wifli thou knew'ft thy own 
♦* mind J thou art as fickle as the wind* I tell 
^' thee, thou hadft better let thiscompofition alone, 
^^ or leave it to thy 

iiOTing fiiend^ 

NIC. FROO, 

CHAP. X. 

Offome extraordinary * things^ that faffed at tbt 
Salutation tavern^ in the conference between Bull, 
Frog, Efquire South, and Lewis Baboon. 

Xj^ROG had given his word, that he would meet 
* the ^bove-mentioned company at tTie Salutation 
to talk of this agreement. Though he durft not 
diredly break his appointment, he made many a 
fhuffling excufe ; oiie time he pretended to be feized 
with the gout in his right knee ; then he got a great 
cold, that had ftrucfc him deaf of one ear ; afterwards 
two of his coach-horfes fell fick, and he durft not go 
by water for fear of catching an ague. John would 
take no excufe, but hurried him away: "Come 

* The treaty of Utrecht : the difficulty to get them to meet. 
When met, the Dutch would not fpeak their fentimenu, nor the 
l^rench deliver io their propoikls. The houfe of Aullria talked very 
high. 

«Nxc- 
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•^ Nic. fays he, let's go and hear at ieaft what this 
^ old fellow has to propofe ! I hope there's no hurt 
*^ in that. Be it fo, quoth Nic. but if I catch any 
** harm, woe be to you ; my wife and children will 
•^ curfe you as long as they live.". When they 
were come to the Salutation, John copcluded all 
was fare then, and that he fhould be ttoubled no 
liitffe with law affairs; he thought every body as 
plain and fincere as he was. "Well, neighbours, 
^ quoth be, let's jpidw.iaake an end of all matters^ 
** jfr^d live peaceably together for the time to come ; 
** if eveiy body is as well inclined as I, we Ihall 
" quickly come to the upfhot of our affair." And ** 
fo pointing to Frog to fay fometing, to the great 
iiurprize of all the company, Frog was feized with 
tke dead palfy in the tongue. . lohn began to alk 
him foni9 plain queflions, and whooped and hol- 
lowed in his ear. " Let's come to the' point. Nic ! 
^.^^WhO; wpuldeft'thou have to be Lord Strutt? 
f\.\Vouldeftjthouh^vePl^lipBabooAi' Nic. fliodk 
his head, and faid nothing. " Wilt thou then haye 
" Efquire South to be Lord Strutt ?" Nic. fhook 
his head a fecond tiijie. " Then who the devil 
wilt thou have ? fay fomething or another." Nic. 
opened his mouth, and pointed to his tongue, and 
cried, ^ A, a, a, a ! which was as. much as to fay, 
he could not fpeak. John Bull.] "Shall I ferve 
" Philip. Baboon with broad-cloth, and accept of 
*' the compofition that he offers, with the Uiberty 
" of his parks and fifh-ponds ?" Then Nic. soared 
like a bull, " O, 0, o, o !" John Bull.] " IfJ thou 
wilt not let me have them, wilt thou takel them • 

thyffclfr*: 
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thyfelf?** Then Nic. grinned, cackled, and laughed, 
till he was like to kill himfelf, and feemed to be fo 
pleafed, that he fell a friftiing and dancing about 
the room. John Bull.] " Shall I leave all this mat- 
** ter to thy management, Nic. and go about my 
" bufmefs ?'' Then Nic. got up afglafs, and drank 
to John^ fhaking him by the hand, till he had like 
to have (hook his fhoulder out of joint JohnBuU.] 
" I underftand thee, Nic. but I fhall make thee 
*' fpeak before I go." Then Nic. put his finger in 
his cheek, and made it cry Buck; which was as 
much as to fay, I care not a farthing few: thee. 
,^ John Bull.] " I have done, Nic if thou wilt not 
** fpeak, rU make my own terms with old Lewis 
" here.*' Then Nic. lolled out his tongue, and 
turned up his bum to him ; which was a$ much as 
to fay, Kifs — 

John perceiving that Frog would not fpeak, turns 
to old Lewis : " Since we cannot make this obfli- 
" nate fellow fpeak, Lewis, pray condefcend a 
" little to his humour, and fet down thy meaning 
" upon paper, that he may anfwer it in another 
" fcrap. 

" I am infinitely forry, quoth Lewis, that it 
*' happens fo unfortunately ; for playing a little at 
'* cudgels t'other day, a fellpw has given me fuch 
" a rap over the right arm, that I am quite lame: 
" I have loft the ufc of my fore finger and my 
'^ thumb, fo that I cannot hold my pen. , . • . 

John Bull, " That's all one, let me write for 
*' you. 

Lewis. 
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Lewis* ** But I have a imsfoitune, that I cannot 
^ read any body*s hand but my own. 

John Bulk ** Try what you can do with youi* 
•* Irfthand. 

Lewis. •* That*« impoifible ; it will make fuch 
•* k fcrawlj that it will not be legible." 

As they were talking of this matter^ in came 
efquire South*, alldrefled up in feathers and ribbons, 
ftark flaring mad, brandifliing his fword, as if he 
would have cut off their heads ; ciying, " Room, 
•* room, boys, for the grand efquire of the world ! 
^ the flower of efquires ! What ! covered in my 
^ prefcnce I V\l cru(h your fouls, and crack you^j 
^ like lice T* With that he had like to have ftruck 
John. Buirs hat into the fire ; but John, who was 
pretty ftrong-fifted, gave him fuch a fqueeze as 
made his eyes water. He went on ftili in his mad 
pranks j *^ When I am lord of the univerfe, the 
•* fun fhall proftrate and adore me ! Thou, Frog, 
^ fhalt be my bailiff; Lewis my taylor; and thou, 
•* John Bull, flialt be my fool !" 

All this while Frog laughed in his fleeve, gave 
the efquire t'other noggan of brandy, and clapped 
him on the back, which made him ten times mad-* 
den 

Poof John flood in amaze, talking thus to him-* 
felf: *^ Well, John, thou art got into rare com- 
^ pany! One has a dumb devil, toother a mad 
•• devil, and the third a fpirlt of irtfirmity* * An 
•* honeft man has a fine time on*t among fuch rogues* 

• The Archduke was now become Emperor of Germany, being 
ttfianitftoofly eleded upon the death of Jofeph the firft. 

" What 
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^ What art thou afking of them, after all ? Some 
mighty boon one would think ! only to fit quietly 
** at thy own fire-fid^. 'Sdeath, what have I to 
*' do with fuch fellows! John Bull, after all his 
" lofles and croffes, can live better without them, 
" than they can without him.. Would to God I 
" lived a thoufandlestgues off them! butthcdevirs 
/* in^t, John Bull is in, and John Bull muft get 
** out as well as he can." 

As he was talking to himfelf, he obferved Frog 
and old Lewis edging * towards one another to 
whifper; fo that John was forced to fit Ivith lii* 
HKms a-kimbo to keep them afunder. 

Some people advifcd John to blood Frog under 
the tongue, or take away his bread and butter^ 
which would certainly make him (peak ; to give 
clquire South hellebore ; as for Lewis, fome were 
for emollient pulteffes, others for opening his arm 
^th an incifion- knife. 

tCHAP. XL 

7'he apprehending J examination^ and imprifonment of 
'^2S^for fufpicion ofpoifoning. 

npHE attentive reader cannot have forgot, that 
the ftory of Yan Ptfchirnfooker*s powder was 
interrupted by a meflage frdm' Frog. I have a na- 
tural 

♦ Some attempts of fecret negociation between the French and the 
Dutch. 

t The receiving the holy facrament as adminiftered by the charch 
Af England once at leaft in every year, having been made a neceilary^ 

qualificailon 
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tural compaffion for curiofity, being much troubled 
with the diftemper myfelf J therefore to gratify 
that uaeafy itching feniatiqn in piy reader, I have 
procured the following account of that matter. 

Yan Ptfchirofooker came off (as rogues ufually do 
upon fuch occafions) by peaching liis partner ; and 
being extremely forward to bring him to the gal- 
Iows» Jack * was accufed as the contriver of all 
the roguery. And indeed it happened unfortunately 
foT the poor fellow, that he was known to bear a 
moft inveterate fpite againft the old gentlewoman j. 
and eohfequently, that never any ill accident hap- 
pened to her, but he was fufpeded to be at the boM^ 
torn of it. If (he pricked her finger, Jack, to be 
fure, laid the pin in the way ; if fome noife in th© 
ftreet difturbed her reft, who could it be but Jack 
in fome of his nodturnal rambles ? If a fervant ran 
away, Jack had debaiiched him : every idle tittle- 
tattle that went about, Jack was always fufpefSed 
for the author of it : however, all was nothing to 
this laft affair of the temperating, moderating pow- 
der* 

qualification for places of truft and profit, many of the Dirfenters 
came to the altar merely for this purpofe. A bill to prevent this 
pi;adice had been three times brought into the houfe and rejeded, 
under the title of •' A bill to prevent Occafional Conformity/' But 
the Earl of Nottingham having brought it in a fourth time under an- 
other name, and with the addition of fuch claufes as were faid to en^ 
large the toleration, and to be a further fecurity to the Proteftanft 
fucceffion, the Whigs, whofe caufe the Earl then appeared to efpoufe, 
were perfuaded to concur; fome, becaufe they were indeed willing 
that the bill Ihould pafs, and others, becaufe they believed the Earl 
of Oxford would at laft procure it to be thrown out. The four foL 
lowing chapters contain the hillory of this tranfa(5lion. 

• All the misfortunes of the church charged upon the Prefbyte-* 
rian party. 

The 



J O H N B U I L. 241 

The hue and cry went after Jack to apprehend 
^ him dead or alive, where-ever he could be found. 
The' conftables looked out for him in all his ufual 
haunts ; but to no purpofe. Where d*ye think 
they found him at laft ? Even fmoaking his pipe 
very quietly at his brother Martin's ; from whence 
he was carried with a vaft mob at his heels before 
the worihipful Mr. juftice Overdo. Several of his 
neighbours made oath, * that of late the prifoner 
had been obferved to lead a very diflblute life, re- 
nouncing even his ufual hypocrify, and pretences 
to fobriety : that he frequented taverns and eating- 
iioufes, and had been often guilty of drunkennefs 
and gluttony at my lord-mayor's table : that he had 
been feen in the company of lewd women : that he 
had transferred his ufual care of the engrofTed copy 
of his father's will, to bank bills, orders for tallies, 
and debentures f: thefe he now aflSrmed, with 
more literal truth, to be J meat, drink, and cloth, 
the philofopher's ftone, and the univerfal medicine ; 
that he was fo far from fhewing his cuftomary re- 
vereiice to the will, that he kept company with 
thofe, that called his father a cheating rogue, and 
his will a forgery § : that he not only fat quietly 
and heard his father railed at, but often chimed in 
with the difcourfe, and hugged the authors as his 
bofom friends || : That inftead of afking for blows 

• The manners of the Diflentcrs changed from their former ftridl- 

f Dealing much in ftock -jobbing. 
J Talc of a Tub. 

§ Herding with Deife and Atheiils. 
II Tale of a Tub. 
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at the corners of the ftreets, he now beftowed them 
as plentifully as he begged them before. In fhoit, 
that he was grown a mere rake ; and had nothing 
left in him of old Jack, except his fpite to John 
Buirs mother^ 

Another witnefs made oath. That Jack had been 

. overheard bragging of a * trick he had found out to ^ 
manage the old formal jade, as he ufed to call her» 
** Damn this numb-fkull of mine, quoth he, thatH 
" could not light on it fooner. As long as I go itt ' 
" this ragged tattered coat, I am fo well known, 
" that I am hunted away from the old woman^ft 
*^ door by every barking cur about the houfe*; they j 
*^ bid me defiance. There's no doing mifchief as i 
" an open enemy, I muft find fome way or; other 
" of getting within dcors, and then I fliaU have 
" better opportunities of playing my pranks,, b'efide i 
" the benefit of good keeping.'* 

Two witnefles f fwore, that fcvcraJ years ago, 

: there came to their miftrefs's door a young fellow 
in a tattered coat, that went by the name of Timo- 
thy Trim, whom they did in their confcience be- 
ing to be the very prifoner, refemblir^ him in 
(hape, ftature, and the features of his countenance: 
that the faid Timothy Trim being taken into the 
family, clapped their miftrefs^s livery over his owtt 
tattered coat : that the faid Timothy was extremely 
officious about their miftrefs'a perfon, endeavouring 

* Getting into places and church preferments by occafional confor- 
mity. 

t Betraying the intcrcfls of the churchy when got into preftr- 
inents» 

by 
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by flattery and tale-bearing to fet her againft the 
reft of the fervants : no body was fo ready to fetch 
any thing that was wanted, to reach what was 
dropt : that he ufed to fhove and elbow his fellow- 
fervants to get near his miftrefs, efpecially when 
money was a paying or receiving ; then he was 
never out of the way : that he was extremely dili- 
gent about every body's bufmefs, but his own : that 
the faid Timothy, while he was in the family, ufed 
to be playing roguifh tricks ; when his miftrefs's 
back was turned, he would loll out his tongue, make 
mouths, and laugh at her, walking behind her Hke 
Harelequin, ridiculing her motions and geftures ; 
but if his- miftrefs looked about, he put on a grave, 
demure countenance, as if he had been in a fit of de- 
votion : that he ufed often to trip up flairs fo fmooth- 
ly, that you could not hear him tread, and put all 
things out of order : that he would pinch the chil- 
dren and fervants, when he met them in the dark, 
fo hard, that he left the print of his fore finger and 
his thumb in black and blue, and then flink into 
a corner, as if no body had done it : out of the 
fame malicious defign he ufed to lay chairs and 
joint-ftools in their way, that they might break 
their nofes by falling over them : the more young 
and unexperienced he ufed to teach to talk faucily, 
and call names: during his ftay in the family, 
there was much plate miffing ; being catched with 
a couple of filver fpoons in his pocket, with their 
handles wrenched off, he faid, he was only going 
to carry the;m to the goldfmith's to be mended: 
that the faid Timothy was hated by all the honeft 

R 2 fevvauts 
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fervants for his ill-conditioned, fplenetick tricks^ 
but efpecially for his flanderous tongue ; traducing 
them to their miftrefs, as drunkards, thieves, and 
whore-mafters : that the faid Timothy by lying 
ftories ufed to fet all the family together by the 
ears, taking delight to make them fight and quar- 
rel j * particularly one day fitting at table, he fpoke 
words to this efFeft : " I am of opinion, quoth he, 
** that little fhort fellows, fuch as we are, have 
*' better hearts, and could beat the tall fellows ; I 
" wifh it came to a fair trial j I believe thefe long <s 
" fellows, as fightly as they are, fhould find their 
** jackets well thwacked." 

A parcel of tall fellows, who thought themfelves 
affronted by the difcourfe, took up the quarrel, and 
to't they went, the tall men and the low men, which 
continues ftill a faftion in the family to the great 
diforder of our miftrefs's affairs : the faid Timothy 
carried this frolick fo far, that he propofed to his 
miftrefs, that fhe fhould entertain no fervant, that 
was above four foot feven inches high ; and for 
that purpofe had prepared a gage, by which they 
were to be meafured. The good old gentlewoman 
was not fo fimple, as to go into his proJ6(St ; 
fhe began to fmell a rat. ** This Trim, quoth fhe, 
" is an odd fort of a fellow ; methinks he makes 
" a flrange figure with that ragged, tattered coat, 
" appearing under his livery ; can't he go fpruce 
** and clean like the refl of the fervants? the fellow 



* The original of the difUnftion in the names of Lpw-churchmen 
and High-churchmen. 
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** has a roguifh leer with him, which I don't like 
•' by any means ; befides, he has fuch a twang in 
^* his difcourfe, and an ungraceful way of fpQa,king 
" th'i'ough the nofe, that one can hardly underftand 
** him ; I wifh the fellow be not tainted with (ome 
*' bad difeafe." The witnefles farther made oath, 
that the faid Timothy lay out a-nights, and went 
abroad often at unfeafonable hours; and it was 
credibly reported, he did bufmefs in another fa- 
mily : that he pretended to have a fqueamifh fto- 
mach, and could not eat at table with the reft of the 
fervants, though this was but a pretence, to provide 
fome nice bit for himfelf ; that he refufed to dine 
upon faltTfifh, only to have an opportunity to eat 
a calf's head (his favourite difh) in private ; that 
for all his tender ftomach, when he was got by him- 
felf, he could devour capons, turkeys, and firloins of 
beef, like a cormorant. 

Two other witnefles gave the following evidence: 
That in his officious attendance upon his miftrefe, 
he had»tried to flip a powder into her drink ; and 
that he was once catched endeavouring to fl:ifle her 
with a pillow as flie was afleep : that he and 
Ptfchirnfooker were often in clofe conference, and 
that they ufed to drink together at the Rofe, where it 
f 2ems he was well enough known by his true name 
of Jack. 

The prifoner had little to fay in his defence ; he 
endeavoured to prove himfelf Alibi ; {o that the 
trial turned upon this fmgle queftion, whether the 
faid Timothy Trim and Jack were the fame perfon? 
which was proved by fuch plain tokens, and parti- 

R 3 cularly 
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cularly by a mole under the left pap, that there 
was no withftanding the evidence ; therefore the 
worfhipful Mr. Juftice committed him, in order to 
histriaL 

CHAP. XII. 

How ^dS^C s friends came to vifit bim in prifon^ and 
what advice they gave him^ 

TACK hitherto hadpafled in the world for a poor^^ 
fimple, well-meaning, half-witted, crack-brained 
fellow. People were ftrangely furprifed to find 
him in fuch a roguery ;. that he fhould difguife him- 
felf under a falfe name, hire himfelf out for a fer- 
vant to an old gentlewoman, only for an opportu- 
nity to poifon her. They faid, that it was more 
generous to profefs open enmity, than under a pro^ 
found diffimulation to be guilty of fuch a fcanda-^ 
lous breach of truft, and of the facred rights of ho-» 
fpitality, In fhort, the adion, was univerfally con-^ 
demned by his beft friends ; they told him in plain 
terms, that this was come as a judgment upon him 
for his loofe life, his gluttony, drunkennefs, and 
avarice ; for laying afide his father's will in an 0I4 
mouldy trunk, and turning ftock-jobber, news^ 
monger, and bufy-body, meddling with othe? 
people's affairs, ftiaking off his old ferious friepds^^ 
and keeping coinpany with , buffoons and pickr? 
pockets, his father's fworn enemies : that he had 
beft throw himfelf upon the mercy of the court \ 
repent, and change his manners. To fay truth^ 

Jacl? 
« 

\ 
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' Jack heard thefe difcourfes with fomc compun£tion; 
however, he refolved to try what his newacquain* 
tance would do for him : they fcnt * Habbakkuk 
Slyboots, who delivered him the following meflage> 
as the peremptory commands of his trufty compa- 
nions, 

Habbakkuk. Dear Jack, I am forry for thy 
misfortune : matters have not been carried on with 
due fecrecy ; however we muft make the beft of a 
bad bargain : thou art in the utmoft jeopardy, that's 
certain; hang, draw, and quarter, are the gentleft 
things they talk o£ However, thy faithful friends, 
ever watchful for thy fecurity, bid me tell thee, 
that they have one infallible expedient left to fave 
thy life : thou muft know, we have got into fome 
underftanding with the enemy, by the means of 
Don Diego ; he affares us there is no mercy for 
thee, and that there is only one way left to efcape; 
it is indeed fomewhat out of the common road*, 
however, be aflured it is the refult of moft mature 
deliberation. 

Jack. Prithee tell me quickly, for my heart is 
funk down into the very bottom of my belly. 

Hab. It is the unanimous opinion of your 
friends, that you f make as if you hanged yourfelfj 
they will give it out that you are quite dead, and 
convey your body out of prifon in a bier ; and John 



• Habbakkuk Slyboots, a cert.iin great man who perfuaded the 
DifTenters to confent to the biil againll Occafional Conformity, as 
being for their intereft, 

f Confent to the bill againft Occafional Conformity. 
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Bull, being bufied with his law-fuit, will not en- 
quire farther ilito the matter. 

Jack. How d'ye mean, make as if I hanged mjr- 
felf? 

Hab. Nay, you muft really hang yourfelf up, 
in a true genuine rope, that there may appear no 
trick in it, and leave the reft to your friends. 

Jack. Truly this is a matter of fome concern j | 
and my friends, I hope, won't take it ill, if I en- i 
quire a little into the means by which they intend 
to deliver me : a rope and a noofe are no jefting 
matters! - ^^ 

Hab. Why fo miftruftful ? haft thou ever found J 
us falfe to thee ? I tell thee, there is one ready to 
cut thee down. 

Jack. May I prefume to alk who it is, that is 
^ entrufted with fo important an office ? 

Hab. Is there no end of thy how's and thy 
why's ? That's a fecret. 

Jack. A fecret, perhaps, that I may be fafely 
trufted with, for I am not likely to tell it again. I 
tell you plainly, it is no ftrange thing for ar man, 
before he hangs himfelf up, to enquire who is to 
cut him down. 

Hab. Thou fufpicious creature! if thou muft 
needs know it, I tell thee it is * Sir Roger : he has 
been in tears ever fmce thy misfortune. Dop Diego 
and we have laid it fo, that he is to be in the next 
room, and before the rope is well about thy neck, 

• It was given out, that the Earl of Oxford would oppofe the oc- 
cafional bill, and fo lofehis credit with the Tories j ' and the Di/Ten- 
ters did believe he would not fulFcr it to pafs. 

reft 
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reft fatisfied, he will break in and cut thee down : 
fear not, old boy ; we'll do it, I'll warrant thee. 

Jack. So I muft hang myfelf up, upon hopes 
that Sir Roger will cut me down, and all this upon 
the credit of Don Diego : a fine ftratagem indeed to 
fave my life, that depends upon hanging, Don 
Diego, and Sir Roger ! 

Hab. I tell thee there is a myftery in all this, 
my friend, a piece of profound policy; if thou 
kneweft what good this will do to the common 
caufe, thy heart would leap for joy : I am fure thou 
wouldft not delay the experiment one moment. 

Jack. This is to the tune of, All forthebet-^ 
ter. What's your caufe to me, when I am hanged ? 

Hab. Refractory mortal ; If thou wilt not truft 
thy friends, take what follows: know affuredly, 
before next full-moon, that thou wilt be hung up 
in chains, or thy quarters perching upon the moft 
confpicuous places of the kingdom. Nay, I don't 
believe they will be contented with hanging; they 
talk of empaling, or breaking on the wheel ; and 
thou choofeft that, before a gentle fufpending of 
thyfelf for one minute. Hanging is not fo painful 
a thing as thou imagined:. I have (poke with feve- 
ral, that have undergone it ; they all agree it is no 
manner of uneafinefs : be fure thou take good no- 
tice of the fymptoms, the relation will be curious. 
It is but a kick or two with thy heels, and a wry 
mouth or fo : Sir Roger will be with thee in the 
twinkling of an eye. 

Jack. But what if Sir Roger (hould not come; 
will my friends be there to fuccour me ? 

Hab. 
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Hab. Doubt it not y I will provide every thing 
againft to-morrow morning ; do thou keep thy own ^ 
fccreC ; fay nothing : I tell thee, it is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the common good, that thou Ihouldft 
go through this operation, 

CHAP. XIII. 

How Jack banged himfclf up by the perfuajion of his 
friends^ who broke their words ^ and left bis neck 
' in the noofe. 

TACK was a profefled enemy to implicit faith, 
and yet I dare fay, it was never more ftrongly 
exerted, nor more bafely abufed, than upon this oc- 
cafioned. He was now with his old friends, in the 
ftate of a poor disbanded officer after a peace, or 
rather a wounded foldier after a battle ; like an old 
fiivoUrite of a cunning minifter after the job is over; 
or a decayed beauty to a cloyed lover in queft of 
new game ; or like a hundred fuch things, that one 
fees every day. There were new intrigues, new 
views, new projects on foot * ; Jack's life was 
the purchafe of Diego's friendfhip, much good may 
it do them. The intereft of Hocus and Sir Wil- 
liam Crawley, which was now more at heart, made 
this operation upon poor Jack abfolutely necefTary. 
You may eafily guefs, that his reft that night was 
but fmall, and much difturbed ; however, the re- 

♦ The Earl of Nottingham made the concurrence of the Whig3to 
bring in and carry this bill one of the conditiont of his engaging in 
their caufe. 
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L maining paxt of his time he did not employ (as his 
P cuftom was formerly) in prayer, meditation^ or 
^. fmging a double verfe of a pfalm ; but amufed 
himfelf with difpofing of his bank-ftock. Many a 
doubt, many a qualm, overfpread bis clouded ima- 
gination : " Muft I then, quoth he, hang up my 
- ** own perfonal, natural, individual felf, with thefe 
*' two hands ! Durus Sermo ! What if I Ihould be 
^* cut down, as my friends tell me ? There is 
*' fomething infamous in the very attempt ; the 
*' world will couQlude, I had a guilty confcience. 
*' Is it poffible that good man. Sir Roger, can 
** have fo much pity upon an unfortunate fcoim- 
^' drel, that has perfecuted him fo many years ? 
^' No, it cannot be ; I don't love favours that pais 
** through Don Diego's hands. On the other fide^ 
** my blood chills about my heart at the thought 
** of thefe rogues, with their bloody hands grab- 
^' bling in my guts, and pulling out my very en- 
^* trails : hang it, for once I'll truft my friends.'* 
So Jack refolved ; but he had done more wifely to 
have put himfelf upoi\ the trial of his country, and 
made his defence in form; many things happen 
between the cup and the lip ; witnefles might have 
been bribed, juries managed, or profecution flopped. 
But fo it was. Jack for this time had a fufEcient 
ftock of implicit faith, which led him to his ruin^ 
^s the fequel of the ftory fliews. 

And now the fatal day was come, in which he 

was to try this hanging experiment. His friends 

did not fail him at the appointed hour to fee it put 

\n pradice.- H^bbakkul^ |}rought him a fmooth, 

9 ftrong. 
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ftrong, tough rope, made of many a plyof whole- 
fome Scandinavian hemp, compadly twilled to- 
gether, with a noofe that flipt as glib as a bird- 
catcher's gin. Jack fhrunk and grew pale at firfl 
fight of it, he handled it, meafured it, ftretched 
it, fixed it againft the iron bar of the window to try 
its ftrength ; but no familiarity could reconcile him 
to it. He found fault with the length, the thicknefs,. 
and the twift ; nay, the very colour did not pleafe 
him, " Will nothing lefs than hanging ferve," quoth 
Jack, " Won't my enemies take bail for my good 
•* behaviour? Will they accept of a fine, or be fa*' 
" tisfied with the pillory and imprifonment, a good'' 
^ round whipping, or burning in the cheek ?" 

Hab. Nothing but your blood will appeafe their 
rage; make hafte, elfe we fhall be difcovered. 
There's nothing like furprizing the rogues: hoW 
they will be difappointed, when they hear that 
thou haft prevented their revenge, and hanged 
thine own felf ?^ 

Jack. That's true ; but what if I fhould do it in 
effigies ? Is there never an old Pope or Pretender to 
hang up in my ftead ; we are not fo unlike, but 
it may pafs. 

Hab. That can never be put upon Sir Roger. 

Jack. Are you fure he is in the next room ? 
Have you provided a very fharp knife, in cafe of 
the worft ? 

Hab. Doft take me for a compion liar? be fatis- 
fied, no damage can happen to your perfon j your 
friends will take care of that. 
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Jack, Mayn^t I quilt my rope ? It galls my 
neck ftrangely : befides, I don-t like this running 
knot, it holds too tight ; I may be ftifled all of a 
fudden. 

Hab- Thou haft fo many iPs and and's; pri- 
thee difpatch; it might have been over before this 
time. 

Jack. But now I think on% I would fain fettle 
fome affairs, for fear of the worft : have a little 
patience. 

Hab. There's no having patience, thou art fuch 
a faintling, filly creature. 

Jack. O thou moft deteftable, abominable paf- 
five obedience ! did I ever imagine, I fliould be- 
come thy votary in fo pregnant an inftance ! How 
will my brother Martin laugh -at this ftory, to fee 
himfelf out-done in his own calling? He has taken 
the dodrine, and left me the praSice. .: - 

No fooner had he uttered thefe words, but like 
a man of true courage, he tied the fatal cord to the 
beam, fitted the noofe, and mounted upon the 
bottom of a tub, the infide of which he had often 
graced in his profperous days. This footftool Hab- 
bakkuk kicked away, and left poor Jack fwinging, 
like the pendulum of Paul's clock. The fatal noofe 
performed its office, and with the moft ftrld: liga- 
ture fqueezed the blood into his face, till it affumed 
a purple dye. While the poor man heaved from 
the very bottom of his belly for breath, Habbakkuk 
walked with grfeat deliberation into both the upper 
and lower room to acquaint his friends, who re- 
ceived the news with great temper, aad with jeers 

and 
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aftd feoffs, inftcad of pity. " Jack has hanged him- 
" felf, quoth they ! let us go and fee how the poor 
•^ rogue fwings." Then they called Sir Roger. 
" Sir Roger, quoth Habbakkuk, Jack has hanged 
** himfelf, make hafte and cut him down.'* Sir 
Roger turned firft one ear, and then t'other, not 
underftanding what he faid. 

Hab. I tell you. Jack has hanged himfelf up. 
Sir Roger. Who's hanged? 
Hab." Jack. 

Sir Roger. I thought this had not beeti bang- 
ing day. 

Hab. But the poor fellow has hanged himfelf. 
Sir Roger. Then let him hang, I don't wonder 
at it, the fellow has been mad thefe twenty years. 
With this he flunk away. 

Then Jack's friends began to hunch and pufh 
one another, " Why don't you go, and cut the 
poor fellow down? Why don't you? And why 
don't you? Not I^ quoth one; Not I, quoth 
" another; Not I, quoth a third; he may hang 
** 'till doomfday before I relieve him." Nay, it is 
credibly reported, that they were fo far from fuc- 
couring their poor friend in this his difmal circum* 
fiance, the Ptfchirnfooker and feveral of his com- 
panions went in and pulled him by the legs, and 
thumped him on the breaft. Then they began to 
rail at him for the very thing, which they had ad- 
vifed and juftified before, viz. his getting into the 
old gentlewoman's family, and putting on her li- 
very. The keeper, who performed the laft office, 
coming up, found Jack fwinging with no life in 

him i 
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him; he took down the body gently, and llddit on 
a bulk, and brought out th6 tope to the fcopipany. 
*' Ihis, gentlemen, is the rope that hanged. Jack : 
^* what muft be done with it ?V Upon which they 
ordered it to be laid among the curiofities * of 
Grefham-CoUege, and it is called Jack'^ rope to this 
very day. However, jack aftpr all had fome fmall 
tokens of life irfhira, but lies 3t this time paft hope 
of a total recovery, .with his head hanging dn one 
Ihoulder, without fpeeeh or motion. The coroner's 
inqueft fuppofing him: to be dead, brought him iti 
Non Compos. 

CHAP. XIV. 
The conference between Don Diego a/i^/ John Bull. 

TOURING the time of the foregoing tranf- 
aftions, Don Diego was. cntertainiag Joha 
Bull. 

D. Diego. I hope, Sir, this day's proceeding 
will convince you of the fmcerity of your old£iend 
Diego, and the treachery of Sir Roger. 

J. Bull. What's the matter now ? 

D. Diego. You have been endeavouring, for 
feveral years, to have juftice done upon that rogue 
Jack ; but what through the remiffnefs of confta- 
bles, juftices, and packed juries, he has always 
found the means to efcape. 

J. Bull. What then ? 

• Since removed with the Royal Society into Crane-Court, in 
Plcetftrcct, 

D. Diego. 
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D, DIego. Confider then, who 18 your bcft 
friend ; he that would have brought him to con* 
dign punifhment, or he that has faved him. By 
my perfuafion Jack had hanged himfelf, if Sir Ro- 
ger had not cut him down. 

J. Bull. Who told you, that Sir Roger has 
done fo ? 

D. Diego. You feem to receive me coldly ; 
methinks my fervices deferve a better return. 

J. Bull. Since you value yourfelf upon hang- 
ing this poor fcoundrel, I tell you, when I have 
any more hanging-work, I'll fend for thee : I have 
fome better employment for Sir Roger : In the mean 
time, I defire the poor fellow may be looked after. 
When he firft came out of the north country into 
my family, under the pretended name of Timothy 
Trim, the fellow feemed to mind his loom and hia 
fpinning-wheel, 'till fomebody turned his head; 
then he grew fo pragmatical, that he took upon 
him the government of my whole family. I could 
never order any thing within or without doors, but 
he muft be always giving his counfel, forfooth : ne- 
verthelefs, tell him, I will forgive what is paft ; and 
if he would mind his bufinefs for the future, and 
not meddle out of his own fphere, he will find, 
that John Bull is not of a cruel dilpofition. 

D. Diego. Yet all your Ikilful phyficians fay, 
that nothing can recover your mother, but a piece ' 
of Jack's liver boiled in her foup. 

J. Bull. Thofeare quacks : my mother abhors 
fuch cannibals food : fhe is in perfedt health at pre- 
fent : I would have given many a good pound to 

have 
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have had her fo well fome time ago. There are 
indeed two or three old troublefome nurfes *, that, 
becaufe they believe I am tender-hearted, will never 
let me have a quiet night's reft with knocking me 
up: "Oh, Sir> your mother is taken extremely 
" ill ! fhe is fallen into a fainting fit ! flie has a 
*' great emptinefs, wants fuftenance!" This is only 
to recommend themfelves for their great care : John 
Bull^ as fimple as he is, • underftands a little of a 
pulfe* 



CHAP. XV. 
J^befequet of the meeting at the f Salutation. 

TrrHERE I think I left John Bull, fitting be- 
tween Nic. Frog and Lewis Baboon, with his 
arms a-kimbo, in great concern to keep Lewis and 
Nic. afunden As watchful as he was, Nic. found 
the means now and then to fteal a whifper, and by 
a cleanly conveyance under the table to flip a fhort 
note into Lewis's hand ; which Lewis as flily put 
into John's pocket, with a pinch or a jog, to warn 
him what he was about. John had the curiofity 
to retire into a corner to perufe thefe % billet doux 
of Nic's; wherein he found, that Nic." had ufed 
great freedoms both with his intcreft and reputation. 
One contained thefe words : " Dear Lewis, thou 

* New clamours about the danger of the church. 
• f At the congrefs of Utrecht. 
. ' } Some offers of the Dutch at that time> in order to get the nego>- 
tiation into their hands. 

Vot. XVII. S « feeft 
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*' feed clearly, that this blockhead can never bring 
*^ his matters to bear: let thee and me talk to-night 
** by ourfelves at the Rofe, and Til give thee fatis- 
*• fadXion/* Another was thus exprefled ; " Friend 
*• Lewis, Has thy fenfe quite forfaken thee, to 
" make Bull fuch offerai ? Hold faft, part with no- 
" thing, and I will give thee a better bargain, Til 
** warrant thee." 

• In fome of his billets he told Lewis, *^ That 
** John Bull was under his guardianfliip ; that the 
*' beft part of his fervants were at his command; 
** that be could have John gagged and bound 
** whenever he pleafed by the people, of his own 
" family.'' In all thefe epiftles, blockhead, dunce, 
afs, coxcomb, were the beft epithets he gave poor 
John. In others he threatned, " That he *, efquire 
*' South, and the reft, of the tradefmen, would lay 
^ Lewis down upon his back and beat out his teeth, 
^ if he did not retire immediately, and break up 
^ the meeting." 

I fancy I need not tell my reader, that John 
often changed colour as he read, and that his fin- 
gers itched to give Nic* a good flap on the chops; 
but he wifely moderated his cholerick temper. " I 
" faved this fellow, quoth he, from the gallows, 
" when he ran away from his laft mafter f , be- 
** caufe I thought he was harfhly treated ; but the 
** rogue was no fooner fafe under my proteftion, 

* Threatening that the Allies would carry on the war., without 
the help of the Englifh. 

f The King of Spain, whofe yoke the Dutch threw oiFwIdi the 
alfilUncc of the Englifh. 

^ than 
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** than lie begin to lie, pilfer and (leal like tlie de^ 
<« vil *. When I firft fet him up in a warm houfe, 
" he had hardly put lip his fign, when he began 
*' to debauch my beft cuftorners from me *. Then 
" it was his conftant praSice to rob my fifh-ponds^ 
*' not only to feed his family, but to trade with 
" the fifhmongers: I connived at the fellow, till 
he began to tell me, that, they were his as much 
as mine. In my manor of * Eaftcheap, becaufe 
" it lay at fome diftance from my conftant in- 
" fpedion, he broke down my fences^ robbed my 
*' orchards, and beat niy fervants. When I ufed 
" to reprimand him for his tricks, he would talk 
" faucily, lie^ and brazen it outj as if he had done 
** nothing amifs. Will nothing cure thee of thy 
** pranksj Nic ? quoth I^ I fhall be forced fome 
" time or other to chaftife thee* The rogiie got up 
** his carie^ and threatened me, and was well 
" thwacked for his pains* But I think his beha-** 
** viour at this time worft of all ; after I have al- 
** moft drowned myfelf to keep his head above wa- 
" ter, he would leave tne flicking in the rtiud^ 
*' trufting to his goodnefs to help me out. After I 
** have beggared myfelf with his troublefortie law- 
" fuit, with a pt)x to him, he takes it in mighty 
*' dudgeon j becaufe I hive brought him here to end 
*' matters amicably, and becaufe I won't let him 
** make me over by deed and indenture as his law- 
ful cully J which to my certain knowledge he has 



C( 



^** Coinplaiits againft the Datch for encroachment in trade« 
iifhery, Eafi-Indies^ i^c. The war with the Dutch on thefe ac* 
fDOtints* 

S a " attempted 
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** attempted feveral ■ times. But, after all, cand 
** thou gather gfapes from thoi'ns? Nic. does not 
•* pretend^obc'a gtotlemati; he is a tradefmaii, a 
** felf-feeking wretch ; but how cameft thou to 
^* bear all this, John ? The reafon is plain ; thou: 
** conferred the benefits, and* he receives them ; 
** the firft produces loVe, and the laft ingratitude. 
** Ah ! Nic. Nic. thou art a dainnM dog, that's cer- 
** tain ; thou knoweft too w^ll, that I will take 
** care of thee; elfe thou wxuldft notuTe me thus. 
*' 1 won't give thee up, it is true ; but as true as it 
" is, thou fhalt not fell me, according to thy lau- 
" dable cuftom." While John was deep in this 
foliloquy, Nic* broke out into the following pro- 
teftation. 

GENTLEMEN, 

*' I believe , every body here prefent will allow 
•* me to be a very juft and difmterefted perfon* 
** My friend John Bull here is very angry with mc, 
•* forfooth, becaufe I won't agree to his foolifh bar-* 
" gains. Now I declare to all mankind, I fhould 
*' be ready to facrifice my own concerns to his 
" quiet ; but the care of his intereft, and that of 
^' the honed ^ tradefmen that are embarked with 
^^ us, keeps me from entering into this compofi* 
^* tion. What fhall become of thofe poor creatures ? 
" The thoughts of their impending ruin difturbs 
" my night's reft, therefore I defire they may fpeak 
" for themfelves. If they are willing to give up 
*' this affair, I fhan't mak;& two words of it.'' 

.• The Allies, 

John 
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John Bull begged him to lay aficle that immodcr 
rate concern for him ; and withal put him in mind> 
that the intereft of thofe tradefraen had not fat quite 
fo heavy upon him fome years ago, on a like occa- 
fion. Nic. anfwered little to that, but immediately 
pulled out a boatfwain's whittle. Upon the firft 
whiff, the tradefmen came jumping into the roonit 
and began to furround Lewis, like fo many yelping 
curs about a great boar ; or, to ufe a modefter fi- 
mile, like duns at a great lord*s levee the morning 
he goes into the country. One pulled him by' his 
fleeve, another by the fkirt, a third hollowed irt 
his ear: they began to-aik him for all that had 
been taken from their forefathers by ftealth, fraud, 
force, or lawful purchafc : fome aflced for manors, 
others for acres, that lay convenient for them ; that 
he would piiU down his fences, level his ditches : 
all agreed in one common demand, that he fliould 
be purged, fweated, vomited, and ftan^ed, till he 
came to a fizeable bulk, like that of his neighbours : 
one modeftly alked him leave to call him brother; 
Nic. Frog demanded two things, to be his porter 
and his fifhmonger, to keep the keys of his gates, 
and furnifh the kitchen. John's lifter Peg only dc- 
fired, that he would let his fervants fmg pfalms a 
fundays. Some defcended even to the afking of 
old cloaths, fhoes, and boots, broken bottles, to- 
bacco-pipes, and ends of candles. 

" Monfieur Bull, quoth Lewis, you feem to be 
*^ a man of fome breeding ; for God*& fake, ufe 
*' your interefl with thefe MefTieurs, that they would 

S3 " fpeak 
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?* fpcak but one at once ; for if one had a hundred 
*• pair of hands, and as many tongues, he cannot 
^' fatisfy them all at this rate." John begged they 
might proceed with fpme method ; then they 
flopped all of a fudd^n, and would not fay a word, 
tf* If this be your play," quoth John, " that we 
f*. may not be like a Quaker's dumb meeting, let 
f* us begin fome diverfion ; wh^t d' ye think of 
^ roujy-ppuly, or a country dance ? What if we 
^* ftipuld have a match at foot-ball? I am fure 
f* vfc fjial| npyer end matters at this rate," 

CHAP. XVL 

Jfi;^ John Bull a^d Nic. Frog J^tikti their 

accampts. 

J. Bull. TOURING this general ceflation of 
^ talk, what if you and I, Nic.j^ 
ihould encjuirq how mopey-matters ftand betweei^ 
ps? 

Nip. Frog, With all my heart, I love exadl 
pealing ; and let Hocus ai^dit j he knows how thq 
money was difburfed. 

J. ByL][4. I am not much for that, at prefent ; 
IveMl fettle it between ourfelves : fair and fquare, 
Nic,, keeps friends together. There have been 
laid out in this law-fuit, at one time, 36000 
pounds and 4000Q crowns: in fome cafes I, \x\ 
pthers yoii, bear the greateft proportion. 

Nic. Right : \ pay three-fifths of the greateft 
pumber^ and you pay two-thirds of the lefler 

number ; 
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number; I think this is fair and fquai:6, a9 you 
call it. * ' 

John, Well, go on. 

Nic. Two-thirds of 36000 pounds are 24000 
pounds for your (hare, and there remains 12006 
for mine. Again, of the 40000 crowns I pay 
24000, which is three-lifthj5, and you pay only 
1 6000, which is two-fifths ; 24000 crowns 
make 6000 pounds; and 16000 crowns make 
4000 poinds; 12000 and 6000 make 18000; 
24000 and 4000 make 28000. So there art 
18000 pounds to my {hare of the expences, and 
28000 to yours. 

[After Nic had bambouzled John awhile about 
the 18000 and the 28000, John called for coun-^ 
ters ; but what with flight of hand, and taking 
from his own fcore and adding to John's, Nic* 
l:)rought the balance always on his own fide.] 

J. Bull. Nay, good friend Nic, though I am 
not quite fo nimble in the fingers, I underfland 
cyphering as well as you. I will produce you my 
jiccompts one by one, fairly writ out of my own 
books : and here I begin with the firft. You muft 
excufe me, if I * don't pronounce thjp lawr-terms 
right. 

[John reads.] 

For the expences ordinary of the fuits, feeSj to 
judges, puny judges, lawyers innumerable of all 
forts. 

Of E:?f traordinaries, as follows per accompt, 

S 4 To 
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To cfquixc South's accompt for Poll terminums - 
To ditto for Non eft fadums - - - 

To ditto for Noli profequis, Difcontinuance^ and 

Retraxit - w 

For Writs of error - - - ^ 

Suits of Conditions unperformed 
To Hocus for Dedimus poteftatem 
To ditto for a Capias ad computandum 
To Frog's new tenants per accompt to Hocus, for 

Audita querela's - -, w ^ 

On the faid account for Writs of ejedment and 

Diftringas ^ - ^ - - 

To Efquire South's quota for a return of a Non eft 

iijvent. and Nulla habet bona - - • 

To for 2l ^djilon in forma pauperis 

To Jack for a Melius inquirendum upop a Felo 

de fe - -» , ^ ^ 

To coach-hire - - - « - 

For treats to juries and witnefles 

John having read over his articles, with the re- 
fpedive iums, brought in Frog debtor to him upon 
the balance - ^ 3382 12 oq 

Then Nic. Frog pulled his bill out of his pockety 
and began to read : 

Nicholas Frog*s account. 

Remains to be deduced out of the former ac- 
count. 

Paid by Nic. Frog, for his Ihare of the ordinary 

expences of the fuit - - .- 

Tq fiocus for entries pf a RegQ iuconfylto r 

To 
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To John Bull's nephew for a Venire facias, the 
money not yet all laid out .. J 

The coach-hire for my wife and family, and the 
carriage of my goods during the time of this 
law-fuit - - • ^ 

For the extraordinary expences of feeding my fa- 
mily during this law-fuit • ^ 

To Major Ab. - - 

To Major WilL - - 

And fumming all up, found due upon the ba- 
lance by John Bull to Nic. Frog^ 09 04 06 

J. Bull. As for your Venire facias, I have 
paid you for one already; in the other I. believe 
.you will be nonrfuited. Til take care of my ne- 
phew myfelf. Your coach-hire and family charges 
ftre molt unreafonable deductions ; at that rate, I 
can bring in any man in the world my debtor* 
.But who the devil are thofe two majors, that con- 
fume all my money? I find they always run 
away with the balance in all accompts. 

Nic. Frog. Two very honcft gentlemen, I 
aflure you, that have done me fome fervice. To 
tell you plainly. Major Ab. denotes thy greater 
ability, and Major Will thy greater willingnefs to 
f arry on this law-fuit. It was but reafonable that 
thou fhouldft pay both for, thy power and thy 
pofitivenefs. 

J, Bull. I believe I (hall have thofe two 
honeft majors difcount on my fide in H little time. 

Nic. Frog. Why all this higgling with thy 
friend aI?out fuch a paltry fum ? Does this become 

the 
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the g^Aerofity of the noble and rich John Bull? 
I wonder thou art not afhamcd. Oh Hocus ! Ho- 
cus ! where art thou ? It ufed to go another-guife 
ihanher in thy time. When a poor man has al- 
moft undone himfelf for thy fake, thou art . for 
fleecing him, and fleecing him j is that thy con- 
fcience, John ? 

J. Bull. Very pleafant indeed ! It is well 
Jcnown thou retaineft thy lawyers by the year, fo a 
frelh Jaw-fuit adds but Jittle to thy expences; they 
are thy cuftomers ; t hardly ever fell them a far- 
thing*s worth of any thing : nay, thou haft fet up 
^n eafing-houfe, where the whole tribe of them 
fpend all they can rap* or run *. If it were well 
reckoned, I believe thou gctteft more of my mo-^ 
ney, than thou ipendefft of thy own ; however, if 
thou wilt needs plead poverty, own, at leaft, that 
thy accompts are falfe. 

Ni€. Frog. No, marry, won*t I ; I refer my*- 
felf to thefe honeft gentlemen ; let them judge 
between us. Let ^fqillte South fpeak his mind, 
Ivhether my accompts are not right, and whether 
Vne ought not to go on with our law-fuit. 

J. Bull. Confult the butchers about keep-' 
ing of Lent. Doft think, that John Bull will be 
^ried by Piepowders f? I tell you once for ill, 

f The money fpeht ift Holland and Flanders. 

t Court Off Piepowders (Curta pedis ful'verizati ) is a court of 
feeord, incident to every fair ;. whereof the Reward is judge, and 
the trial is by merchants and traders in the fair. It is fo called, 
becaufe it is moft ufual in the fummer ; and becaufe of the expedition 
ip hearing canfcs, for the matter it to be done, complained of, heard^ 
end determined the fi^me.day, that i5« beforb th^ duft goes off the 
feet of the plaintiffs and defendants, 

John 
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John Bull knows where his fhoe pinches : none of 
your efquires fhall give him the law, as long as he 
wears this trufty weapon by his fide, or has an inch 
of broad-cloth in his fhop* 

Nic. Frog. Why there it is ; you tvill be both 
judge and party ; I am forry thou difcovereft fo 
much of thy head-ftrong humour before thefe 
ftrange gentlemen : I have often told thee it would 
prove thy ruin fome t|me or other : let it never be 
laid that the famous Joha Bull has departed in de-* 
fpite of court. 

J. Bull. And will It not reflefl as much on thy 
charadler, Nic, to turn barretter in thy old days ; 
a ftirrer up of quarrels among thy neighbours ? I 
tell thep, Nic, fomc time or other thou wilt repent 
this. 

[But John faw clearly he fhould have nothing 
but wrangling, and that he fliould have as little 
fuccefs in fettling his accompts, as ending the com- 
pofition. *^ Since they will needs overload my 
f' Ihoulders," quoth John, " I Ihall throw down 
f* the burden with a fquafh among them, take it 
f' up who dares J a man has a fine time of it, 
" among a combination of fliarpers, that voucl^ 
*^ for one another's honefty. John, look to thyr 
• * felf ;; old Lewis makes reafonable offei's ; when, 
f* thou haft fpent the fmall pittance that is left,^ 
" thou wilt make a glorious figure, when thou art 
" brought to live upon Nic. Frog's and efquire 
f' South's generofity and gratitude : if they ufe 
\^ thee thus, when they want thee, what will they 
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** doj when thou wanted them ? I fay again, 
^ John, look to thyfelf." 

John wifely ftifled his refentments, and told the 
company, that in a little time he ftiould. give them 
law, or fomething better.] 

* Alu Law ! law ! Sir, by all means. What 
is twenty- two poor years towards the firufh- 
ing a law-fuit ? For the love of God, more law, 
Sir*! 

- J. Bull. Prepare your demands ; how many 
years more of law do you want, that I may order 
'my affairs accordingly ? In the mean while, fare- 
welL 



CHAP. XVII. 

Jjkw John Bull found all bis family in an uproar 
at bonie f . , 

I^IC. FROG, who thought of nothing but 
carrying John to the market, and there dif- 
pofing of him as his own proper goods, was mad 
to find that John thought himfelf now of ^gt to 
look after his own affairs. He refolved to traverfe 
this new projeO:, and to make him uneafy in his 
own family. He had corrupted or deluded moft of 
his fervants into the mofl extravagant conceits in 
the world; that their matter was run mad, and 
wore a dagger in one pocket, and poifon in the 
pther ; that he had fold his wife and children to 

♦ Clamours for continuing the war. 

t Clamours about the danger of the fbcctffion, 

LewiS| 
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Lewiis, difinherited his heir, and was going to 
fettle his eftate upon a parifti-bpy ; that if they did 
not look after their mafter, he would do fome very 
mifchievous thing. When John came home, he 
found a more furprifing fcene than any he had yet 
met with, and that you will fay was fomewhat 
extraordinary. 

He called his cook-maid Betty to befpeak his 
dinner : Betty told him, " That flie begged his 
*' pardon, fhe could not drefs dinner, till fhe knew 
** what he intended to do with his will" *' Why, 
•* Betty," quoth John, " thou art not run mad, 
•* art thou ? My will at prefent is to have din- 
•• ner." " That may be," quoth Betty, " but 
** my cdnfcience won't allow me to drefs it, till I 
*' know whether you intend to do righteous things 
** by your heir ?" " I am forry for that, Betty," 
quoth John, " I muft find fomebody elfe then." 
Then he called John the barber. " Before I be- 
*' gin," quoth John, " I hope your honour won't 
•* be offended, if I afk you \^hether you intend to 
*' alter your will ? If you won't give me a pofi- 
" tive anfwer, your beard may grow down to your 
^' middle, for me." " 'Igad .fo it fhall," quoth 
Bull, " for I will never trufl my throat in fuch a 
^* mad fellow's hands. Where's Dick the butler ?" 
** Look ye," quoth Dick, " I am very willing to 
•* ferve you in my calling, d' ye fee ; but there are 
** flrange reports, and. plain dealing is befl, d' ye 
•* fee ; I mufl be fatisfied if you intend to leave all 
•* to your nephew, and if Nic. Frog is ftill your 
" executor, d' ye fee j if you will not fatisfy me as 
'" " to 
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** to thefe points, you may drink with the ducks.** 
•* And fo I will," quoth John, " rather than keep 
*^ a butler that loves my heir better than myfelf." 
Hob the fhoe-maker, and Pricket the taylor, told 
him, " They would moft willingly ferve him in 
*' their feveral ftations, if he would promife them 
** never to talk with Lewis Baboon, and let Ni- 
" cholas Frog, linen-draper, manage his concerns j 
" that they could neither make (hoes nor clothes 
*' to any, that were not in good correfpondencc 
•' with their worthy friend Nicholas." 

J. Bull. Call Andrew my journeyman. How 
go affairs, Andrew? I hope the Devil has not 
taken pofTefSon of thy body too. 

Andrew. No, Sir; I only defire to know 
what you would do if you were dead ? 

J. Bull. Juft as other dead folks do, Andrew* 
— ^This is amazing ! [ Afidc* 

Andrew. I mean if your nephew fliall inherit 
your eftate ? 

j. Bull. That depends upon himfelf. I fhall 
do nothing to hinder him. 

Andrew. But will you make it fure ? 

J. Bull. Thou meaneft, that I fhould put hirfi 
In pofleflion, for I can tnake it no furer without 
that ; he has all the law can give him* 

Andrew. Indeed pofleflion, a^ you fay, woulci 
tnake it 'much furer ; they fay, it is eleven points 
of the law. 

[John began now to think that they virere all 
dichantedj he enquired about the age of the 

** moonj 
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moon ; if Nic, had not given them fome intoxi- 
cating potion, or if old mother Jenifa was ftill 
alive ? " No, o' my faith," quoth Harry, " I be- 
^ lieve there is no potion in the cafe, but a little 
** aurum potabile. You will have more of this by 
** and by." He had fcarce fppke the word, when 
another friend of John*s accofted him after the fol- 
lowing manner : 

" Since thofe worthy perfons; who are as much 
*' concerned for your fafety as I am, have em- 
** ployed me as their orator, I defire to know 
** whether you will have it by way of Syllogifm, 
*' Enthymem, Dilemma, or Sorites." 

John now began to be diverted with their extra- 
vagance.] , 

J. Bull. Let's have a Sorites by all means j 
though they are all new to me. 

Friend. It is evident to all, who are verfed in 
hiftory, that there were two fifters that played the 
whore two thoufand years ago: therefore it plainly 
follows, that it is not lawful for John Bull to have 
any manner of intercourfe with Lewis Baboon : if 
it is not lawful for John Bull to have any manner 
of intercourfe (correfpondence, if you will, that is 
much the fame thing), then, a fortiori^ it is much 
more unlawful for the iaid John to make over his 
wife and children to the faid Lewis : if his wife 
and children are not to be made over, he is not to 
* wear a dagger and ratfb.ane in his pockcta : if he 
wears a dagger and ratfbane, it muft be to da mif-* 
chief to himfelf or fomebody elfe : if he intends to 
4 ^o 
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do tniichief, he ought to be under guardians^ sindl 
there is none fo fit as myfelf, and fome other 
worthy perfons, who have a commiflion for that 
purpofe from Nic. Frog^ the executor of his will 
and teftament. 

J. Bull. And this is your Sorites, you fay ? 
■ * W ith that he fnatched a good tough oaken 
cudgel, and began to brandifh it ; then happy was 
the man, that was firft at the door : crowding to 
get out, they tumbled down ftairg ; and it is cre- 
dibly reported fome of them dropped very valuable 
things in the hurry, which were picked up by 
others of the family. 

*^ That any of thefe rogues,'* quoth John, 
*^ fhould imagine, I am not as much concerned as 
^ they about having my affairs in a fettled cbndi- 
^ tion, or that I would wrong my heir for I know 
*^ not what ! Well, Nic, I really cannot but ap- 
" plaud thy diligence ; I muft own this is really a 
^ pretty fort of a trick, but it fhan't do thy bufi* 
" nefs for all that.'* 

CHAP. XVIIL 

How Lewis Baboon came to viftt John Bull, and 
what pajfed between them *. 

[I think it is but ingenuous to acquaint the reader, , 
that this chapter was not written by Sir Hum- 
phrey himfelf, but by another very able pen of 
the univerfity of Grub-ftreet.] 

* Private negotiations about Dunkirk. ' 

7 JOHN 
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TOHN had (by fome good inftrudions given 
him by Sir Roger) got the better of his choleric 
temper, and wrought himfelf up to a great fteadi- 
nefs of mind, to purfue his own intereft through 
all impediments that were thrown in the way : he 
began to leave off fome of his old acquaintance, 
his roaring arid bullying about the ftreets ; he put 
on a ferious air, knit his brows, and, for the time, 
had made a very confiderable progrefs in politics, 
confidering that he had been kept a ftranger to his 
own affairs. However, he could not help difco*- 
vering fome remains of his nature, when he hap-* 
pened to meet with a foot^ball, or a match at 
cricket ; for which Sir Roger was fure to take him 
to taiki John was walking about his roomj with 
folded arms^ and a tnoft thoughtful countenance : 
his fervant brought him word, that one Lewis 
Baboon below wanted to fpeak with him. John 
had got an impreffionj that Lewis was fo deadly 
cunning a man, that he was afraid to venture him- 
felf alone with him : at laft he took heart of grace : 
" Let him come up," quoth he ; " it is but ftick- 
-* ing to my point, and he can never over-reach 



" me. 



Lewis Baboon. Morifieur Bull, I will frankly 
acknowledge, that my behaviour to my neighbour^ 
has been fomewhat uncivil, and I believe you will 
readily grant me, that I have met with ufage ac- 
cordingly. 1 was fond of back-fword and cudgel- 
play from my youth, and I now bear in my body, 
many a black and blue galh iind fear, God knows. 
I had as good a warehoufe, and as fair poiTefEons, 

Vol. XVIL ' T as 
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as any of my neighbours, though I fay it ; but a 
contentious temper, flattering fervants, and unfor- 
tunate ftars, have brought me into circumflances 
that are not unknown to you. TJhefe my misfor* 
tunes are heightened by domeftic calamities. That 
I need not relate. I am a poor battered old fellow, 
and I would willingly end my days in peace : but^ 
alas ! I fee but fmall hopes of that ; for every new • 
circumftance aflTords an argument to my enemie§» . 
to purfue their revenge ; formerly I was to be 
' banged, becaufe I was too ftrong, and now, be- 
caufe I am too weak to relift ; I am to be brought 
down when too rich, and opprefled when too 
poor. Nic. Frog has ufed me like a fcoundrel ; you 
are a gentleman, and I freely put myfelf in your 
hands, to difpofe of me as you think fit. 

J. Bull. Look yqu, Mafter Baboon, as to 
your uf^ge of your neighbours, you had befl not 
4weU too much upon that chapter ; let it fuffice, at 
prefent, that you have been met with : you have 
been rolling a great ftone up hill all your life, and 
at laft it has come tumbling down, till it is like to 
cruih you to pieces : plain dealing is beft. If you 
have any particular mark, Mr. Baboon, whereby 
one may know when you fib, and when you ipeak 
truth, you had beft tell it me, that on6 may pro- 
ceed accordingly ; but fmce at prefent I know of 
none fuch, it is better that you fhould truft me, 
than that I ihall truft you. 

L. Baboon. I know of no particular mark 
of veracity among us tradefmen, but intereft; 
and it is maoifeftly mine not to deceive you at 

tbS- 
6 
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this time J you may fafely truft me, I can aflure 
you. 

J. Bull. The iruft I give is in Ihort this ; I 
muft have fomething in hand, ' before I make the 
bargain, and the reft before it is concluded. 

L. Baboon. To fhew you I deal fairiy, name 
your fomething. 

J- Bull. I need not tell thee, old boy; thou 
canft guefs/ 

L. Baboon., Ecclefdown-caftle *, Til warrant 
you, becaufe it has been formerly in your family ! 
Say no more, you fhall have it. 

J. Bull. I fhall have it to m'own felf ? 

L. Baboon. To thy n'own felf. 

J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of 
^Ecclefdown-caftle, you fay ? 

L. Baboon. Jufl: fo.. 

J. Bull. Every fmgle ftone of Ecclefdown- / 
caftle, to m'own felf, fpeedily ? 

L. Baboon. When you pleafe ; what needs 
more words ? 

J. Bull. But tell me, old boy, haft thou 
laid afide all thy equi vocals and mentals in this 
cafe ? 

L. Baboon. There's nothing like matter of 
fad ; feeing is believing. 

J. Bull. Now thou talk'ft to the purpofe ; let 
us fhake hands, old boy. Let me afk thee one 
queftion more : What haft thou to do, to meddle 
with the affairs of my family ? to difpofe of my 
eftate, old boy ? 

* Dunkirk. 

T 2 L. Ba- 
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L. Baboon, Juft as much as you have to d^d 
with the affairs of lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very being^ 
was concerned in that. 

L. Baboon. And my intereft was concerned 
in the other : but let us both drop our pretences ; 
for I believe it is a moot point, whether I am 
jfnore likely to make a Mafter Bull, or you a Lord 
Strutt. 

J. Bull. Agreed, old boy ; but then I muft 
have fecurity, that I fliall carry my broad cloth to 
market, old boy. 

L. Baboon. That you Ihall : Ecclefdown- 
caftle ! Ecclefdown ! remember that : why would'ft 
thou not take it, when it was offered thee fome 
years ago ? 

J. Bull. I would not take it, becaufe they 
told me thou would'ft not give it me. 

L. Baboon. How could Monfieur Bull be fa 
grofsly abufed by downright nonfenfe? they that 
advifed you to refufe, muft have believed I in- 
tended to give, elfe why would they not make the 
experiment ? but 1 can tell you more of that mat- 
ter, than perhaps you know at prefcnt. 
* J. Bull. But what fay'ft thou as to the 
Efquire, Nic. Frog, and the reft of the tradefmen ? 
I muft take care of them. 

L. Baboon, Thou haft but fmall obligations 
to Nic. to my certain knowledge : he has not ufed 
me like a gentleman. 

J. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice in your 
punctilios of ceremony j he is clownifh, as a man 

may 
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may fay : belching and calling of names have been 
allowed him, time out of mind, by prefcription : 
but, however, we are engaged in one common 
caufe, and I muft look after Jiim. 

L. Baboon, All matters that relate to him, 
and the reft of the plaintiffs in this law-fuit, I will 
refer to your juftice. 

CHAP. XIX, 

Nic. FrogV letter to John Bull ; wherein he endea^ 
vours to vindicate all his conduS^ with relation to 
John Bull and the law-fuif. 

"^T I C. pijrceived now that h^s cully had eloped, 
that John intended henceforth to deal without 
^ broker; but he was refolved to leave no ftone 
unturned to recover his bubble : among other arti- 
fices, he wrote a moft obliging letter, which he 
fent him printed in a fair character. 

DEAR FRIEND*, 

^* TT7 HEN I confidered the late ill ufage I have 

" ^^ met with from you, I was refleding what 

*' it was that could provoke you to it , but upon a 

^' narrow infpedtion into my condud:, I can find 

^' nothing to reproach myfelf with, but too partial 

" a concern for your intereft. You no fooner fet 

^* this compofition a-foot, but I was ready to comt- 

f* ply, and prevented your very wiflies ; and the 

* Subllance of* the Slates letter, 

' T 3 " afi^ 
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*' affair might have been ended before now, had it 
" not been for the greater concerns of efquire 
" South, and the other poor creatures embarked in 
" the fame common caufe, whofe fafety touches me 
" to the quick. You feemed a little jealous, that 
" I had dealt unfairly with you in money-matters, 
" till it appeared by your own accounts, that 
*' there was fomething due to me upon the ba- 
** lance. Having nothing to anfwer to fo plain a 
*' demonftration, you began to complain, as if I 
*' had been familiar with your reputation ; when it 
** is well known, not only I, but the meaneft fer- . 
" vants in my family, talk of you with the utmoft 
" refpedt. I have always, as far as in nie lies, 
** exhorted your fervants and tenants to be dutiful ; 
" not that I any way meddle in your domeftic 
** affairs, which were very unbecoming for me to 
" do. If fome of your fervants exprefs their great 
*' concern for you, in a manner that is not fo very 
*' polite, you ought to impute it to their extraor- 
" dinary zeal, which deferves a reward, rather 
*' than a reproof. You cannot reproach me for 
*' want of fuccefs at the Salutation, fmce I am not 
*' mafter of the paffions and interefts of other folks, 
" I have beggared myfelf with this law-fuit, un- 
^' dertaken merely in complaifance to you ; and if 
^' you would have had but a little patience, I had 
^* Itill greater things in referve, that I intended to 
*' have done for you. I hope, what I have faid 
^* will prevail with you to lay afide your unreafbn-? 
*' able jealoufies, and that we may have no more 
♦^ meetings at the Salutation, fpending our time 

" and 
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** and money to no purpofe. My concern for' 
" your welfare and profperity almoft makes me 
" mad. You may be aflured I will continue to 
" be ^ 

** Your afFedtionate 

" Friend and fervant, 

NIC. FROG/'^ 

John received this with a good deal oifangfroid; 
tranfeat^ quoth John^ cum cateris erroribus. He 
was now at his eafe ; he faw he could now make 
a very good bargain for himfelf, and a very fafe 
one for other folks. " My fhirt," qiibth he, " is 
*' near me, but my flcin is nearer : while I take 
** care of the welfare of other folks, nobody can 
" blame me to apply a little balfam to my own 
** fores. It's a pretty thing, after all, for a man 
" to do his own bufmefs ; a man has fuch a tender 
** concern for himfelf, there's nothing like it. 
** This is fomething better, I trow, than for Joho 
** Bull to be (landing in the market, like a great 
** dray-horfe, with Frog's paws upon his head.— 
^* What will you give me for this beaft ?— ^ervi- 
** teur Nic. Frog, you may kifs my backfide if 
** you pleafe. Though John Bull has not reid 
** your Ariftotles, Platos, and Machiavek, he can 
** fee as far into a mill-ftone as another." With 
that, John began to chuckle and laugh, till h^ wa? 
like to have burfl his fideSf 
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CHAP. XX. 

The difcourfe '^ that pajfed between Nic. Frog and 
Efquire South, which John Bull overheard. 

TQHN thought every minute a year, till he got 

into Ecclefdown-caftle ; he repairs to the Salu- 
tation, with a defign to break the matter gently to 
his partners; before he entered, he overheard Nic. 
and the Efquire in a very pleafant conference. 

EsQ^ South. Oh the ingratitude and injuftice 
of mankind ! that John Bull, w^hom I have ho- 
noured with my friendfhip and protection fo long, 
fhould flinch at laft, and pretend that he 'can dif- 
burfe no more money for me ! that the family of 
the Souths, by his fncaking temper, fliould be kept 
out of their own! 

Nic. Fro.g. An't like your worfhip, I am in 
amaze at it ; 1 think the rogue fliouId be compelled 
.to his duty, 

EsQ^ South. That he fliould prefer his fcanda- 
lous pelf, the duft and dregs of the earth, to the 
profperity and grandeur of my family ! 

Nic Frog. Nay^ he*is miftaken there too ; for 
Jie would quickly Uck himfelf whole again by his 
vails. It's ftrange he fliould prefer Philip Baboon's 
puftoqi to efi^uire Sputh's. 

EsQ^ South. As you fay, that my clothier, tha^t 
is to get fo much by the purchafe, fliould refufe to 

* Negotiations between the Emperor and the Dutch for continu- 
ing the war, and getting the property of Flanders. 
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put me in pofleffion; did you ever know any ^^ 
man's tradefman ferve hipi fo before ? 

Nic. Frog. No, indeed, an't pleafe your wor- 
fliip, it is a very unufual proceeding; and I w^ould 
not have been guilty of it for the world. If your 
honour had not a great flock of moderation and 
patience, you would not bear it fo well as you do.* 

EsQi, South. It is moft intolerable, that's certain, 
Nic. and I will be revenged. 

Nic. Frog. Methinks it is ftrange, that Philip 
Baboon s tenants do not all take your honour's part, 
confidering how good and gentle a mafter you are. 

EsQ^ South. True, Nic. but few are fenfible 
of merit in this world : it is a great comfort, to 
have fo faithful a friend as thyfelf in fo critical a 
jundure. 

Nic. Frog. If all the world fhould forfake you, 
be afTured Nic, Frog never will ; let us ftick to our 
point, and we'll manage Bull, I'll warrant ye. 

EsQ^ South. Let me kifs thee, dear Nic. I have 
found one honeft man among a thoufand at laft. 

Nic. Frog. If it were poffible, your honour has 
it in your power to wed me ftill clofer to your in- 
tereft. 

EsQi, South* Tell me quickly, dear Nic. 

Nic. Frog. You know I am your tenant; the 
difference between my leafe and an inheritance is 
fuch a trifle, as I am fure you will not grudge your 
poor friend ; that will be an encouragement to go 
on ; befides it will make Bull as mad as the devil : 
you aud I fhall be able to manage him then to fome 
jpurpofe, 

Esq. 
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EsQ:, South. Say no more, it ihall be done, 
Nic. to thy heart's content. 

John all this while was liflening to this comical 
dialogue, and laughed heartily in his fleeve at the 
pride and fimplicity of the Efquire, and the fly 
roguery of his friend Nic Then of a fudden bolt- 
ing into the room, he began to tell them, that he 
believed he had brought Lewis to reafonable terms, • 
if they would pleafe to hear them. 

Then they all bawl'd out aloud, " No compofi* 
" tion, Long live efquire South and the law!" As 
John was going to proceed, fome roared, fome 
ftamped with their feet, others ftopt their ears with 
their fingers. 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth John, if you will but 
ftop proceeding for a while, you fliall judge your- 
felves whether * Lewis's propofals are reafonable. 

All. Very fine indeed,*ftop proceeding, and fo 
lofe a term. 

J. Bull. Not fo neither, we have fomething by 
way of advance, he will put us in pofleffion of his 
manor and caftle of Ecclefdown. 

Nic. Frog. What doft thou talk of us, thou 
meaneft thyfelf. 

J. Bull. When Frog took pofleffion of any thing, 
it was always faid to be for us, and why may not \ 
John Bull be us, as well as Nic. Frog was us? I hope * 
John Bull is no more confined to Angularity than ■ 
Nic, Frog J or, take it fo, the confl:ant do£krine, ^, 

• Propofals for cef&uon of arms, anddeljvcrjr of Dankirk. 

that' 
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that thou haft preached up for many years, was. 
That Thou and I are One ; and wl>y muft we be 
fuppofed Two in this cafe, tRat were always One 
before ? It's impoffible that Thou and I can fall out, 
Nic. we muft truft one another ; I have trufted thee 
with a great many things, prithee truft me with this 
one trifle. 

Nic. Frog. That principle is true in the main, 
but there is fame fpeciality in this cafe, that makes 
it highly inconvenient for us both, 

J. Bull. Thofe are your jealoufies, that the 
common enemies fow between us ; how often haft 
thou warned me of thoft rogues, Nic. that would 
make us miftruftful of one another ? 

^ Nic. Frog. This Ecclefdown-Caftle is only a 
bone of contention. 

J. Bull. It depends upon you to make it fo, for 
my part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 

Nic. Frog. But do you confider the unwhole- 
fomenefs of the air and foil, the expences of repa- 
rations and fervants? I would fcorn to accept of 
fuch a quagmire. 

J. Bull. You are a great man, Nic. but in my 
% circumftances, I muft be e'en content to take it as 



it is. 



Nic. Frog. And you are really fo filly, as to 
L believe the old cheating rogue will give it you ? 
\ii J^ Bull. I believe nothing but matter of faft, I 
' ftand and fall by that, I am refolv^d to put him to 

I it, 

Nic. 
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Nic. Frog. And fo relinquiflx the hopefulleft 
caufe in the world, a claim that will certainly In 
the end make thy fortune for ever ! 

J. Bull. Wilt thou purchafe it, Nic? thou fhalt 
have a lumping pennyworth ; nay, rather than we 
fliould differ, I'll give thee fomething to take it off 
my hands. 

Nic. Frog. If thou would'ft but moderate that 
hafty impatient temper . of thine, thou fhould'ft 
quickly fee a better thing than all that. What 
fhould'ft thou think to find old Lewis turned out of 
his paternal eflates, and the manfion-houfe of 
Clay-rpool * ? Would not that do thy heart good, to 
fee thy old friend Nic. Frog, lord of Clay-pool? 
then thou and thy wife 4,nd children fhould walk in 
my gardens, buy toys, drink lemonade, and now 
and then we fhould have a country dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain, Td as lievefee myr 
felf in Ecclefdown-caftle, as thee in Clay-pool. I 
tell you again, Lewis gives this as 9. pledge of his 
fmcerity j if you won't ftop proceeding to hear him, 
I will. 

• Clay-pool. Paris. Lutetia. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Itbe reft of Kic^ s fetches to keep John out ^/'Ecclef- 
down-caftle *• 

TX7HEN Nic. could not diffuade John by argu- 
ment, he tried to move his pity ; he pretended 
to be fick and like to die, that he fhould leave his 
wife and children in a ftarving condition, if John 
did abandon him ; that he was hardly able to crawl 
about the room, far lefs capable to look after fuch a 
troublefome bufinefs as this law-fuit, and therefore 
begged that his good friend would not leave him. 
When he faw that John was ftill inexorable, he 
pulled out a cafe-knife, with which he ufed to 
fnicker-fnee, and threatened to cut his own throat. 
Thrice he aimed the knife to his wind-pipe with a 
moft determined threatening air. " What fignifies 
*' life, quoth he, in this languifhing condition ? It 
** will be fome pleafure, that my friends will re- 
** venge my death upon this barbarous man, that 
** has been the caufe it/' All this while John looked 
fedate and calm, neither offering in the leaft to 
Ihatch the knife, nor flop his blow, trufling to the 
tendernefs Nic. had for his own perfon : when he 
perceived, that John was immoveable in his pur- 
pofc, he applied himfelf to Lewis. 

" Art thou,'' quoth he, " turned bubble in thy old 
*' age, from being a fharper in thy youth ? What 



* Attempts to hinder the celTatlon, and taking pofTeffion of Dun- 
kirk. 
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• ** occafion haft thou to give up Ecclefdown-caftle to 
** John Bull ? his friendihip is not worth a rufh ; 
** give it me, and FU make it worth thy while. 
*' If thou diflikeft that propofition, keep it thyfelf j 
** I'd rather thou fhould'ft have it than he. If 
*' thou hearkeneft not to my advice, take what 
*' follows ; efquire South and I will go on with 
" our law-fuit in fpite of John Bull's teeth.'* 

L. Baboon. Monfieur Bull has ufed me like 
a gentleman, and I am refolved to make good my 
promife, and truft him for the confequences. 
Nic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old 

doating fool. ^With that, Nic. bounced up with 

a fpring equal to that of one of your fiimbleft tum- 
blers or rope-dancers, and fell foul upon John 
Bull, to fnatch the cudgel he had in his hand *, 
that he might thwack Lewis with it : John held it 
faft, fo that there was no wrenching it from him. 
At laft 'fquire South buckled to, to affift his friend 
Nic. : John hauled on one fide, and they two on 
the other ; fometimes they were like to pull John 
over ; then it went all of a fudden again on John's 
fide ; fo they went fee-fawing up and down, from 
one end of the room to the other. Down tumbled 
the tables, bottles, glafles, and tobacco-pipes : the 
wine and the tobacco were all fpilt about the room, 
and the little fellows were almoft trod under foot, 
till more of the tradefmen, joining with Nic. and 
the 'fquire, John was hardly able to pull againft 
them all, yet would he never quit hold of hig 

* The army. 

trufty 
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trufty cudgel : which, by the contrary force of tw6 
fo great powers, broke Ihort in his hands*. Nic,' 
feized the longer end, and with it began to bafti- 
nado old Lewis, who had flunk into a corner^ 
waiting the event of this Iquabble. Nic. came up 
to him with an infolent menacing air, fo that thje 
old fellow was forced to fkuttle out of the room^ 
and retire behind a dung-cart. He called to Nic. : 
** Thou infolent jackanapes ! Time was when thou 
*' durft not have ufed me fo ; thou now takeft me 
*' unprovided ; but, old and infirm as I am, I (hall find 
^' a weapon, by and by, to chaftife thy impudence.'' 

When John Bull had recovered his breath, he 
began to parly with Nic. : " Friend Nic, I am 
** glad to find thee fo ftrong, after thy great com- 
" plaints: really thy motions, Nic, are pretty 
^ vigorous for a confumptivc man. As for thy 
*' worldly affairs, Nic, if it can do thee any fervice, 
*' I freely make over to thee this profitable law- 
" fuit, and I defire all thefe gentlemen to bear 
*' witnefs to this my a<a and deed. Yours be all 

the gain, as mine has been the charges ; I have 
*' brought it to bear finely : However, all I have 
*' laid out upon it goes for nothing; thou fhalt 
" have it with all its appurtenances j I afk nothing 
** but leave to go home." 

Nic. Frog. The counfel are fee'd, and all 
things prepared for a trial ; thou Ihalt he forced 
to fland the ifTue : it ihall be pleaded in thy name 
as well as mine : go home if thou can'ft j the gates 

♦ The fcparadon of the arroy. 

are 
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are fhut, the turnpikes locked, and the roads bar-' 
ricadoed *. 

J. Bull. Even thefe very ways, Nic, that 
thou toldeft me were as open to me as thyfdf ? if 
I can't pafs with my own equipage, what can I 
. expedt for my goods and waggons ? I am denied 
paflage through thofe very grounds, that I have 
purchafed with my own money : however, I am 
glad I have made the experiment, it may ferve me 
in fome ftead. 

[John Bull was fo overjoyed that he was going 
to take pofleffion of Ecclefdown, that nothing 
could vex him. " Nic." quoth he, " 1 am juft 
*' a-going to leave thee j caft a kind look upon 
^' me at parting." 

Nic. looked four and grum, and would not open 
his mouth.] 

J. Bull. I wifh thee all the fuccefs that thy 
heart can defire, and that thefe hgneft gentlemen 
of the long robe may have their belly- full of law, 

[Nic. could ftand it no longer ; but flung out of 
the room with difdain, and beckoned the lawyers 
to follow him.] 

J. Bull. B'uy, b'uy, Nic. ; not one poor 
fmile at parting ? won't you fhake your* day-day, 

Nic. ? b'uy, Nic. With that, John marched out 

of the common road, 'crofs the country, to take 
pofTeflion of Ecclefdown^ 

♦ Jiifficulty of the march of part of the army to Dunkirk. 
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Of the great Joy that John expreffed nvben be got 
pojfejfton of * Ecclefdbwn* 

tX/HEN John hid got into his Caftle, he feetned 
^ like Ulyfles upon his jplank after he had beeii 
well foufed in falt-water: who (as Homer fays) was 
as glad as a jiidge going to fit doWn to dinner, after 
hearing a long caufe upon the bench. I dare fajr 
John Bull's joy was equal to that of either of the 
two : he fkipped from robm to room j ran Up ftairs 
land down ftairs, from the kitchen to the garrets, 
and from the garrets to the kitchen j he peeped 
into evei^ cratiny; fometimes he admired the 
beauty of the architecture, and the vaft folidity of 
the mafdn's work j at other times he commended 
the fymmetry and proportion of the rooms. He 
walked about the gardeils ; he bathed himfelf in 
the canal, fwiiliming, diving, and beating the li- 
quid element, like a milk-white fwan. The hall 
refounded with the fprightly violin, and the martial 
hautboy. The family tript it about and capered, 
like hail-ftones bounding from a marble floor. 
Wine, ale, and Odober flew about as plentifully as 
kennel-water : then a frolick took John in the head 
to call Up fOme of Nic. Frog's penfioners, that had 
been fo mutinous in his family* 

» Dunkirk. 

VoL-XVIL IJ J-Btrn. 
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J. Bull. Are you glad to fee your mafter in 
' Ecclcfdown-caftle ? 

All. Yes, indeed, Sir. 

J. Bull* Extremely glad? 

All. Extremely glad, Sir. 

J. Bull. Swear to me, that you are fo. 

Then they began to damn and fink their fouls to 
the loweft pit of hell^ if any perfon in the world , 
rejoiced more than they did. 

J. Bull. Now hang me if I don't believe yon 
arc a parcel of perjured rafcals; however take this 
bumper of O(3:ober to your mafler^s health. 

Then John got upon the battlements, and look- 
ing over^ he called to Nic. Frog : 

** How d'ye do, Nic? D'ye fee where l.am, 
" Nic ? I hope the caufe goes on fwimmingly, Nic 

When doft thou intend to go to Clay-pool, Nic? 

Wilt tliou buy there fome high heads of the ' 
" ncweft cut for my daughters ? How comeft thou 
** to go with thy arm tied up? Has old Lewis 

given thee a rap over thy fingers-ends? Thy 

weapon was a good one, when I wielded it, but 

the butt-end remains in my hands. I am fo bufy 
** in packing up my goods, that I have no time to 
" talk with thee any longer. It would do thy heart 
•• good to fee what waggon-loads I am preparing 
" for market. If thou wanteft any good office of 
" mine, for all that has happened, I will ufe the^ 
'' well Nic. B'uy Nic/' 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



TT has been difputed artiong the Literati of 

Grubftreet) whether Sir Humphry proceeded 
any farther into the Hiftory of John BiilL By dUi-» 
gent enquiry we have found the titles of fome 
chapters, which appear to be a continuation of it j 
and are as follow* 

Chap. I. How John *iidas made angry v)itb the articles of 
agreement. How be kicked the parchment through the 
houfe^ up fiairs and down flairs^ and put himfelf in a 
great beat th&ehy. 

Chap. It. How in his paffton be was going to cut off Sir 
Roger* J bead with a cleaver. Of theftratige manner 
vf Sir Roger'j efcaping the blow^ by laying his head 
upon the dreffen 

Chap. III. How fome of ]o\\n*s fervdnts attempted to fcale 
bis boufe with rope-ladders j and bow many unfortunately 
dangled in the fame. 

Chap. IV. Of the methods by which John endeavoured to 
preferve the peace among his neighbours : how^ kept a 
pair of ftill-yards to weigh them ; and by dief^ purging^ 
vomitingy and bleedings tried to bring them to equal 
bulk and ftrength, 

U 2 Oha^; 



>94 POSTSCRIPT. 

/ 

Chap^ V. Offalfe acebunti of the weights ^/V«i in byfome 
of the journeymen ; and of the Newmarket tricks^ that 
were praHifed^at the ftill-yards. 

Chap. VI. How John*/ new jourmymen brought him others 
gttife aecounts of the AilUysLtds. 

Chap. VII. How Sir ♦ Swain Northy waSy by bleedings 
purging^ Md a ftteUdiety brought into a confumption; , 
and how John was foreed afterwards to give him the ' 
gold-cordial. 

Chap. VIII. How t Peter Bear was overfed, and after- 
wards refufed to fubmit to the courfe of phyjic^ 

Chap. IX. How John pampered Efquire South with tit^ 
bits^ till he grew wanton \ how he got drunk with Gala- 
brian wine^ and longed for Sicilian beef^ and how John 
carried him thither in his barge. 

Chap. X. How the Efquire^from afouUfeeder^ grew dainty: 
how he longed for mangoes, fpices, j»i Indian birds- 
nefts^ t^c. and could not fleep but in a Chintz bed. 

Chap. XI. The Efquire turned tradefman i how he fet up 
a X Chifla-lhop over-againfi Nic. Frog. 

Chap. XII. How be procured Spanifli flies to blifler his 
neighbours^ and as a provocative to himfelf As likewife , 
how he ravifhed Nic. Frog's favourite daughter. | 

\ 
♦ King of Sweden. f Czar of Mofcovy. 

X The OHend conipany^ 

Chap. 
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Chep. XIII. How Nic, Frog bearing the girt fqueak, 
went to call John Bull as ajfonftable: calling of a copr 
ftable no preventive of a rape. 

Chap. XIV. How John rofe out pf his bed in a cotdmomf^ 
ing to prevent a duel between Efquire South and Lord 
Strutt i how, to his great furprize, be found fbe combat'^ 
ants drinking Geneva in a Brandy-fliop, with NicV 
favourite daughter between them. How they both fell 
upon John/^ that he was forced to fight his way out. 

Chap. XV. How John came with his conftable^sftaffto 
refcue Nic*j daughter^ and break the Efquire* s China- 
ware. 

Chap. XVI. Commentary upon the Spani(h/rw^^, Time 
and I againft any Two; or advice to dogmatical poli^ 
iicianSj exemplified in fome new affairs between John 
Bull and Lewis Baboon. 

Chap. XVII. A difcourfe of the delightful game ^qua- 
drille. How Lewis Baboon attempted to play a game 
foloinclubs^ and was beafted : how John called lj&m% 
for his Kingy and was afraid that his own partner Jbould 
have too many tricks : and how the fuccefs and fkill of 
quadrille depends upon calling ^ right King. 
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PROPOSALS , 

fOK PRINTING A VERV 

CURIOUS DISCOURSE, - 

ENTITLED 

f e'T A O A O r I A n O A J T I K H ; 

TH£ art of POJUTICAL LYING. 

THERE is now in the prefs, a curious piece, 
entitled, YsvSoXoyU lIoP^mK'^; or, The Art 
pf Politic^ laying ; copfiftiijg of two VQlymps 19 
iju^rto, 

The PROPOSALS are, 

I. That if the author meets with fuitable encou- 
ragement, he intends to deliver the firft volume to 
the fubfcribers by Hilary Tern) next. 

II. The price of both v^u^nes will be, to the 
fubfcribers, fourteen ihillings, f^^vep wherepf are to 
be paid down, and the pther leve^i at the delivery 
of the fecond volume, 

III. Thofe that fubfcribe for ^x, fliall have a fe- 
venth^r^//Vj which reduces the price to lefs than 
jfix fhillings a volume. 

U 4 IV. Thar 
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•v'^JV. That the fubfcribers fliall have their naines 
and places of abode printed at length, 

for the encouragement of fo ufeful a work, it is 
thought fit the publick fhould be informed of the 
contents of the firft volume, by one who ha«| 
)vith great care perufed the manufcript. 



THE ART OF 

POLITICAL LYING, 

' ^^^HE Author, in his preface, makes fome very 
X judicious reifleftions upon the original of art^ 
-and fciences : that at firft they confift of fcattered 
theorems and pra^ices, which are handed about 
amongft the matters, and only revealed to the Jilii 
artis^ till fuch time as fome great genius appears^ 
who coUeds thefe disjointed propofitions, and re-r 
^uces th^m into a regular fyftern. That this is the 
pafe of tl^at noble and ufeful art of Political Lying, 
yrhich in this laft age having been enriched with 
(everal new difcoveries, ought not to lie any longer 
in rubbifh and confufion, but may juftly claim a 
place in the Encyclopaedia^ efpecially fuch as ferves 
for a model of education for an able politician. That 
he prqpofes to himfelf no fmall ftock of fame in fu- 
ture ages, in being the firft who has undertaken 
this defign ; ai^d for the fame reafon hp hopes the 
imperfedion of his work will be excufed. He inr 
yites all perfons who have any talents that way, or 
^ ' any n 
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jany new difcovery, to communicate their though^^ ^ 
afluring them that honourable mention fliall be made 
of them in his worjk. 

The PIRSTVOLUMECOnflfts of EXEVEN CHAPTERS, 

In the firft chapter of his excellent tteatife, he 
reafons philofophically concerning the nature of the 
foul of man, and thofe qualities which render it 
fufceptibl^ of lie$. He fuppofes the foul to be of 
the nature of a piano-cylindrical fpeculum, or look- 
ing-glafs ; that the plain fide was made by God 
Almighty, but that the devil afterwards wrought 
the other fide into a cylindrical figure. The plain 
fide reprefents objeds juft as they are ; and the cy- 
lindrical fide, by the rules of catoptricks, muft needs 
j-eprefent true objefts falfe, and falfe objects true : 
JDut ^the cylindrical fide being much the larger fur- 
face, takes in a greater compafs of vifual rays. That 
upon the cylindrical fide of the foul of man depends 
the whole art ^nd fuccefs of Political Lying. The 
^uthor, in this chapter, proceeds to reafpn upon 
the qualities of the mind : as its peculiar fondnefs 
of the malicious and the miraculous. The tendency 
of the foul.tovyards the malicious, fpringsfrom felf- 
love, or a pleafure to find mankind more wicked^ 
bafe, or unfortunate, than ourfelves. The defign 
of the miraculous proceeds from the inactivity of 
the foul, or its incapacity to be moved or delighted 
•^ith any thing that is viilgar or common. The 
Author having eftablifhed the qualities of the mind, 
iipon which his art is founded, he prpceeds, 



»98 THE ART OF 

In his fecond chapter, to treat of the nature of 
political Lying ; which he defines to be, " the art 
" of convincing the people of falutary falfehoods, 
** for fome good end/' He calls it an art, to dif- 
tinguifh it from that of telling truth, which does 
not feem to want art ; but then he would have this 
underftood only as to the invention, becaufe there 
is indeed more art neceflary tq convince the people 
of a falutary truth, than a falutary falfehood, 
Then he proceeds to prove, that there are falutary 
falfehoqds, of which he gives a great many in- 
fiances, both before and after the revolution ; and 
demonftrates plainly, that we could not have car- 
ried on the war fo long without feveral of thofe 
iklutary falfehoods. He gives rules to calculate the 
value of a Political Lie, in pounds, {hillings, and 
pence. By good, he does not mean that which is 
abfolutely fo, but what appears fo to the artift, 
which is a fufficient ground for him to proceed 
upon ; and he diftinguifhes the good, as it comr? 
flionly is, into bonum utile^ dulce^ et bonejium. He 
ih^ws you that there are Political Lies of a mixed 
nature, which include all the three, in different 
tefpedts : that the utile reigns generally about the 
Exchange, the dulce and honcjlum at the Weftmin- 
iler end of the town. One man fpreads a lie to fell 
or buy ftock to greater advantage ; a fecond, be- 
caufe it is honourable to ferve his party j and ^ 
third, becaufe it is fweet to gratify his revenge, 
Having explained the feveral terms of his defim-? 
tion, he proceeds, 

la 
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In his third chapter, to treat of the lawfulnefs of 
Political Lying; which he deduces from its true 
and genuine principles, by enquiring into the fe- 
veral rights, that mankind have to truth. He 
fhews, that people have a right to private truth 
from their neighbours, and oeconomical truth from 
their own family ; that they fhould not be abufed 
by their wives, children, and fervants j but that 
they have no right at all to Political Truth ; that 
the people may as well all pretend to be lords of 
manors, and ppffefs great eftates, as to have truth 
told them in matters of government. The author, 
with great judgment, ftates the feveral fliares of 
mankind in this matter of truth, according to their 
feveral capacities, dignities^ and profeflions; and 
fhews you, that children have hardly any fliare at 
all ; in confequence of which, tbey have very fel- 
dom any truth told them. It muft be owned, that 
the author, in this chapter, has fome feeming dif- 
ficulties to anfwer, and texts of Scripture to ex- 
plain, r 

The fourth chapter is wholly employed in this 
queftion, ^' Whether the right of coinage of Poli- 
*' tical Lies be wholly in the government ?" The 
author, who is a true friend to Englifh liberty, 
determines in the negative, and anfwers all the 
arguments of the oppofite party with great acute- 
nefs : that as the government of England has a 
mixture of democratical in it, fo the right of in- 
venting and fpreading Political Lies is partly in the 
people ; and their obftinate adherence to this juil 
privilege has hQtn mod confpicuous, and fhined 

with 
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with great luftre, of late years: tKat it happens 
very often, that there are no other means left to 
the good people of England to pull down a mi- 
niftry and government they are weary of, but by 
exercifing this their undoubted right : that abun- 
dance of Political Lying is a fure fign of true Erig- 
lifli liberty: that as minifters do fopietimes ufe 
tools to fupport their power, it is but reafonable 
that the people fhould employ the fame weapon to 
defend themfelves, and pull them down. 

In his fifth chapter, he divides Political Lies into 
feveral fpecies and clafTes, and gives precepts abo&t 
the inventing, fpreading, and propagating the fo- 
veral forts of them: he begins with the rumores^ 
and lihellt famaft^ fuch as concern the reputation of 
njen in power: where he finds fault with the 
common miftafce, that takes notice only of one 
fort, viz, the detractory or defamatory; whereas 
•in truth there are three forts, the detradory, the 
additory, and the tranflatory. The additory gives 
to a great man a larger fhare of reputation than 
belongs to him, to enable him to ferve fome good 
end or purpofe. The detradory, or defamatory, 
is a lie, which takes from a great man the re- 
putation that juftly belongs to him, for fear he 
ihould ufe it to the detriment of the public. The 
tranflatory is a lie, that transfers the merit of a 
man's good aftion to another, who is in himfelf 
more deferving ; or transfers the demerit of a bad 
adion from the true author to a perfon, who is in 
himfelf lefs deferving. He gives feveral inftances 
of very great flrokes in all the three kinds, efpe- 

cially 
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cially in the laft, when it was neceflary, for the 
good of the public, to beftow the valour and con- 
dud of one man upon another, and that of many 
to one man ; nay even, upon a good occafion, a 
man may be robbed of his viftory by a perfon^ 
that did not command in the a<9:ion *. The re- 
ftoring and deftroying the public, may be afcribed 
to perfons, who had no hand in either. The au-» 
thor exhorts all gentlemen pradtitioners to exer- 
cife themfelves in the tranflatory, becaufe the ex- 
iftence of the things themfelves being vifible, and 
not demanding any proof, there wants nothing to 
be put upon the public, but a falfc author, or a 
falfe caufe ; which is no great prefumption upon 
the credulity of mankind, to whom the fecret 
fprings of things are for the moft part un- 
known. 

• Major General Webb obtained a glorious viftory over the 
French, near Wynendalc, in the year 1708. He was fent with 
6,000 of the confederate troops to guard a great convoy to the allied 
«rmy helieging Lifle ; Count de la Motte came out from Ghent^ 
with near 24,000 men, to intercept them ; but Major General 
Webb difpofed his men with fuch admirable (kill, that notwith^ 
Handing the vail fuperiority of numbers, by the pure force of ordef 
and difpofition, the French were driven back in two or three fuc- 
ceffive attempts ; and, after having loft 6 or 7,000 meir, could be 
brought to charge no more. This may juftly be reckoned among 
the greateil adlions of that war : but the Duke of Marlborough's 
Secretary, in his letter written to England, gave all the honour of 
it to General Cadogan, the Duke's favourite, who did not come up 
till after the engagement. This was fo refented by General Webb, 
that he left the army in difguft ; and, coming into England to do 
himfelf juftice, received the unanimous thanks of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, for his eminent fervices by that great aftlon ; which was alfo 
acknowledged, in ^ diftinguilhing manner, by the King of Pruflia, 
who bcftowcd on him the Order of ^Jenerofity. 

/--~-^^ The 
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The author proceeds to give fome precepts as to 
Ae additory : that when one afcribes any thing to 
a pcrfoHg which does not belong to him, the lie 
ought to be calculated not quite contradidory to 
his known qualities : for example, one would not 
make the French king prefent at a Proteftant con- 
venticle; nor, like queen Elizabeth, reftore the 
overplus of taxes to his fubjedts. One would not 
bring in the Emperor giving two months pay in 
advance to his troops ; nor the Dutch paying more 
than their quota. One would not make the fame 
pcrfon zealous for a Handing army, and public 
liberty ; nor an atheift fupport the church ; nor a 
lewd fellow a reformer of manners ; nor a hot- 
headed, crack-brained coxcomb forward for a 
fcheme of moderation. But, if it is abfolutely 
neceffary that a perfon is to have foiiie good adven^ 
titious quality given him, the author's precept is> 
that it fhould not be done at firft in extremo gradu^ 
For example ; they fhould not make a covetous man 
give away, all at once, five thoufand pounds in a 
charitable, generous way ; twenty or thirty pounds j 
may fuffice at firfl. They fhould not introduce a I 
perfon of remarkable ingratitude to his benefad:orSj 
rewarding a poor man for fome good oflSce that 
was done him thirty years ago; but they may 
allow him to acknowledge a fervice to a perfon^ 
who is capable ftill to do him another. A man, 
whofe perfonal courage is fufpeded, is not at firfl 
to drive whole fquadrons before him : but he may 
be allowed the merit of fome fquabble, or throwing 
a bottle at his adverfary'*- '* 

It 
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